
they will say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. 
And the Lord said unto him, What is that in 

thine hand? And he said, A rod. 
And He said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast 

it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and 
Moses fled from before it. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine 
hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth 
his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his 
hand: 

That they may believe that the Lord God of their 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am 
not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since Thou 
hast spoken unto Thy servant: but I am slow of 
speech, and of a slow tongue. 

And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made 
man’s mouth? or who maketli the dumb, or deaf, 
or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the Lord? 

Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth 
and teach thee what thou shalt say. 

And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray Thee, by the 
hand of him whom Thou wilt send. 

4. Because of bis doubt and murmuring, 
Moses must divide the honor with AARON 
WHO HAD TO BE CALLED AS HIS ASSIST- 
ANT — Exodus 4:14-17 : 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Moses, and He said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy 
brother? I know that he can speak well. And 
also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and 
when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words 
in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and 
with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall 
do. 

And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: 
and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of 
a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. 

And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, 
wherewith thou shalt do signs. 

HI. Gcd’s Demands Through the General 
Overseer 

1. On His people, Israel — Exodus 3:16-18: 

Go, and gather the elders of Israel together and 
say unto them, The Lord God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared 
unto me, saying, I have surely visited you, and 
seen that which is done to you in Egypt: 

And I have said, I will bring you up out of the 
affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, 
and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Periz- 
zites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

And they shall hearken to thy voice: and thou 
shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, unto the 
king of Egypt, and ye shall say unto him, The Lord 
God of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let 
us go, we beseech thee, three days’ journey into 
the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord 
our God. 

2. On Egypt — the world — Exodus 5:1, 3 : 

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and 
told Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
Let My people go, that they may hold a feast unto 
Me in the wilderness. 

And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days’ 
journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God; lest He fall upon us with pestilence, or 
with the sword. 

3. God, through Moses, would take Ilis 
people clear out of Egypt. Note Pharaoh’s de- 
fiance of God — Exodus 5:2 : 

And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey His voice to let Israel go? I know not the 
Lord, neither will I let Israel go. 

Note how Pharaoh tried to compromise with 
Moses — Exodus 8:25-27: 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and 
said, Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the land. 

And Moses said, It is not meet so to do; for we 
shall sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to 
the Lord our God; lo, shall we sacrifice the abomina- 
tion of the Egyptians before their eyes, and will 
they not stone us? 

We will go three days’ journey into the wilder- 
ness, and sacrifice to the Lord our God, as He shall 
command us. 

1 his shows how Moses refused the first com- 
promise. The second compromise was also re- 
fused — Exodus 8:28. 29: 

And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may 
sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; 
only ye shall not go very far away: intreat for me. 

And Moses said. Behold, I go out from thee, and 
I will intreat the Lord that the swarms of flies may 
depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from 
his people, tomorrow; but let not Pharaoh deal de- 
ceitfully any more in not letting the people go to 
sacrifice to the Lord. 

The third compromise refused — Exodus 
10:8-11: 

And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto 
Pharaoh: and he said unto them. Go, serve the 
Lord your God: but who are they that shall go? 

And Moses said, We will go with our young and 
with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for 
we must hold a feast unto the Lord. 

And he said unto them, Let the Lord be so with 
you, as I will let you go, and your little ones; look 
to it; for evil is before you. 

Not so: go now' ye that are men, and serve the 
Lord; for that ve did desire. And they were driven 
out from Pharaoh’s presence. 

fl he fourth compromise refused — Exodus 
10:24-27: 

And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, 
serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your herds 
be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. 

And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacri- 
fices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto 
the Lord our God. 

Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not 
an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to 
serve the Lord our God; and we know not with what 
we must serve the Lord, until we come thither. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he 
would not let them go. 

I/. Under God, Moses Leads Israel, God’s 
People, Out of Bondage 

1. Moses enforced in Israel, and before all 
Egypt, a religion or a SALVATION OF 
BLOOD — Exodus 12:3, 5-8, 11-13: 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel 
saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall 
take t0 them every man a lamb, according to the 
house of their fathers, a lamb for an house.: 

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of 
the first vear: ve shall take it out from the sheep 
or from the goats: 

And ye shall keen it up until the fourteenth 
day of the same month: and the whole assembly 

of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the 
evening. 

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it 
on the two side posts and on the upper door post of 
the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 

And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast 
with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter 
herbs they shall eat it. 

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, 
your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your 
hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord’s 
passover. 

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this 
night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the 
Lord. 

And the blood shall be to you for a token upon 
the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt. 

Here was REDEMPTION BY BLOOD. 

2. Then eame REDEMPTION BY POWER. 
p. 

Israel was kept from all the plagues while 
Egypt was terribly smitten, even to the death 
of every firstborn. 

3. Muses and Israel were pursued, but de- 
livered at the Red Sea. Carefully read the 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Chapters of Exodus. 

4. Having been delivered from Pharaoh and 
Egypt, and having crossed the Red Sea by the 
power of God, their march, under Moses’ 
leadership, toward THE PROMISED LAND— 
Canaan — began. 

Because of Israel’s unbelief and sin at Ka- 
desh-Barnea she was condemned to wander in 
the Wilderness forty years, when they might 
have gone right over to the Promised Land at 
once. 

Numbers 14:26-45 — read this great passage 
carefully, and note what God’s people were 

deprived of by SIN AGAINST GOD AND | 
REBELLION AGAINST MOSES, HIS CHO ; 
SEN GENERAL OVERSEER. 

V. Israel’s Criticism of, and Murmuring 
Against, Moses, their General Overseer 

\ j 
1. At the Red Sea — Exodus 14:10-15: 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the Children of j 
Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyp- I 
tians marched after them; and they were sore 
afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto i 
the Lord. 

And they said unto Moses, Because there were no I 
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in ! 

the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with j 
us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 

Is not this the word that we did tell thee in I 
Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the j 
Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve j 
the Egyptians, than that we should die in the ] 
wilderness. 

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, ! 
which He will shew to you today: for the Egyptians : 
whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again j 
no more for ever. 

The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold j 
your peace. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest 
thou unto Me? speak unto the children of Israel, | 
that they go forward. 

Note that these verses contain also Moses’ 
answer to their first murmuring. 

2. At Marah—Exodus 15:23-27: 

And Avhen they came to Marah, they could not ! 
drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; j 
therefore the name of it Avas called Marah. 

And the people murmured against Moses, saying, ! 
What shall we drink? 

And he cried unto the Lord; and the Lord shewed 
him a tree, which Avhen he had cast into the waters, 
the waters were made sweet: there He made for 
them a statute and an ordinance, and there He 
proved them, 

And said, If thou Avilt diligently hearken to the 
voice of the Lord thy God, and Avilt do that which 
is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to His com- 
mandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put 
none of these diseases upon thee, which I have 
brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that i 
healeth thee. 

And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells j 
of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and ! 
they encamped there by the waters. 

Note that here,God tested, tried and proved 1 

His people. 
Note also that lie challenged them to obedi- 

ence; for there He introduced, and dared them 
to keep, THE COVENANT OF DIVINE HEAL- 
TN< 1—AND KEEPING. And all these things 
are for us today upon the same conditions. 

3. In the Wilderness of Sin — Exodus 
16:1-13: 

And they took their journey from Elim, and all 
the congregation of the children of Israel came 
unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after their departing out of the land of Egypt. 

And the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness: 

And the children of Israel said unto them. Would 
to God we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and 
when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have 
brought us forth into this wilderness; to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger. 

Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I wil’ 
rain bread from heaven for you: and the people 
shall go out and gather a certain rate everv dav, 
that I may prove them, whether they will walk in 
My law, or no. 

And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day 
they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it 
shall be twice as much as they gather daily. 

And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children 
of Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the Lord 
hath brought you out from the land of Egypt. 

And in the morning, then ye shall see the glory 
of the Lord; for that He heareth your murmurings 
against the Lord: and wiiat are we, that ye murmur 
against us? 

And Moses said, This shall be, when the Lord 
shall give you in the evening flesh to eat. and in 
the morning bread to the full; for that the Lord 
heareth your murmurings which ye murmur against 
Him: and what are we? your murmurings are not 
against us, but against the Lord. 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, Sav unto all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, Come near 
before the Lord: for He hath heard vour murmur- 
ings. 

And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel, that 
fhey looked toward the wilderness, and, behold, the 
g’orv of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

I have heard the murmurings of the children of 
israei: speak unto them, saying, At even ye shall 
eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with 
bread; and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God. 

And it came to pass, that at even the quails came 
up, and covered the camp: and in the morning the 
dew lay round about the host. 

Note the question in Verse Two, and the aw- 
i ul fact as stated clearly in the closing words of 
Verse Seven. 

It is a terrible sin to criticize'and murmur. 
I hose who do it will certainly be chastised, as 
was Israel in the Wilderness, in the Land and 
among the Gentiles. 

5. Upon leaving Sinai—Exodus 33:1-6: 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Depart, and go 

up hence, thou and the people which thou hast 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land 
which I sware unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: 

And I will send an angel before thee; and I will 
drive out the Canaanite, and the Amorite, and the 
Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 
Jebusite: 

Unto a land flowing with milk and honey: for I 
will not go up in the midst of thee; for thou art 
a stiffnecked people; lest I consume thee in the 
way. 

And when the people heard these evil tidings, the> mourned: and no man did put on him his 
ornaments. 

For the Lord had said unto Moses, Say unto the 
children of Israel, Ye are a stiffnecked people: I 
will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy orna- 
ments irom thee, that I may know what to do unto 
thee. 

And the children of Israel stripped themselves 
of their ornaments by the Mount Horeb. 

Note here that God had almost decided to de- 
stroy Israel because of her many murmurings and criticisms. 

(>. At Taberah — Numbers 11:1-6: 
And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord: and the Lord heard it; and His anger was 

kindled; and the fire of the Lord burnt among 
mem, and consumed them that were in the utter- 
most parts of the camp. 

And the people cried unto Moses; and when 
Moses prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched. And he called the name of the place Taberah: be- 
cause the fire of the Lord burnt among them. 

And the mixt multitude that was among them lell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept 
again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? 

We rememoer the fish, which we did eat in 
Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and 
the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: 

But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes. 

Note that Moses, being only human, is here so 
displeased and vexed that he loses his balance 

lMOl^ks imw*sely even 10 God — Numbers 

rhe;1 Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent- 
and the anger of the Lord was kindled greatlyj Moses also was displeased. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast 
Thou afflicted Thy servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in Thy sight, that Thou layest the burden of all this people upon me? 

Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten 
them, that Thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them 
in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the 
sucking child, unto the land which Thou swarest unto their fathers? 

W *ience should I have flesh to give unto all this 
people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us 
nesii, that we may eat. 

I am not able to bear all this people alone be- 
cause it is too heavy for me. 

And Thou deal thus with me, kill me, I prav | lliee, out of hand, if I have found favour in Thy ! 
sight, and let me not see my wretchedness. 

Note Verse Four of Chapter Eleven. It was 
ihe MIXED MULTITUDE that started all tin* 
trouble. 

Parenthetical 

Moses said regarding Eldad and Me- 
dad — Numbers 11:26-29 : 

But. there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of 
the other Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle; and they prophesied in 
the camp. 

And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and 
said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp. And .Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses 
one of his young men, answered and said, My Lord 
Moses, forbid them. 

And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake.' would God that all the Lord’s people were 
prophets, and that the Lord would put His spirit 
upon them! 

7. At 11 a zeroth. Even Miriam and Aaron 
mminur, but they, too, pav for it — Numbers 
12:1-15: 

And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses be- 
cause of the Ethiopian woman whom he had mar- 
ried; for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 

And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses? hath He not spoken also by us? 
And the Lord heard it. 

(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all 
^the men which were upon the face of the earth.) And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and 
unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And thev 
three came out. 

And the Lord came down in the pillar of the 
cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and 
called Aaron and Miriam: and they both canu 
forth. 

And He said, Hear now My words: If there be a 
prophet among you, I the Lord will make Myself 
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto 
him in a dream. 

My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all 
Mine house. 

With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even 
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the simili- 
tude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then 
were ye not afraid to speak against My servant 
Moses? 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
them; and He departed. 

And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; 
and behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: 
and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she 
was leprous. 

And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord. I 
beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we 
have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 

Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh 
is half consumed when he cometh out of his moth- 
er's womb. 

And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her 

now, O God, I beseech Thee. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had 

but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed 
seven days? Let her be shut out from the camp 
seven days, and after that let her be received in 

again. 
And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven 

days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was 

brought in again. 

Learn from this Scripture that every one 

must submit to Moses, the General Overseer, in 
the Lord; and that the Overseer himself dare 
not favor his own kith and kin — Miriam and 
Aaron — above others. He must have no favor- 
ites, no pets — must be no respector of persons; 
for he is God’s representative. 

Even Jesus, when He began His public minis- 
try for God and Israel, wrould no longer know 
His mother, as mother, but addressed her as 

“Woman” (see John 2:4). Even she must 
submit to Him in the Lord (Verse Five). 

8. At Kadesh-Barnea — Numbers 13:30 to 
14:4: 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and 
said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we 
are well able to overcome it. 

But the men that went up with him said, We be 
not able to go up against the people; for they are 
stronger than we. 

And they brought up an evil report of the land 
which they had searched unto the children of 
Israel, saying, The land, through which we have 
gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the in- 
habitants thereof; and all the people that we saw 
in it are men of a great stature. 

And there we* saw the giants, the sons of Anak, 
which come of the giants: and we were in our 
own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their 
sight. 

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried; and the people wept that night. 

And all the children of Israel murmured against 
Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congrega- 
tion said unto them, Would God that we had died 
in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in 
this wilderness! 

And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto 
this land, to fal> by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey? were it not better 
for us to return into Egypt? 

And they said one to another, Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

Parenthetical 

Note the effect of this murmuring upon Josh, 
ua, Caleb, Mo§es, Aaron, and, above all, upon 
God — Numbers 14:5-45. Read these verses 

carefully. Note that God again asked Moses to 
step aside so that lie could destroy such a criti- 
cizing and murmuring people. Note also how 
Moses plead for Israel again — Verses Eleven 
to Nineteen. 

Here we see how Israel was condemned to 
wander in the wilderness for forty years be- 
cause of their oft repeated murmuring. When 
all murmurers were dead their children would 
inherit the Promised Land. 

b. Numbers, the Sixteenth Chapter, con- 

tains an account of the gainsaying of Korah, 
I)a1 han, Abirum, Eliab and two hundred fifty 
of the princes of Israel. Read the entire chap- 
ter carefully. 

Here was a formidable rebellion against 
Moses. Note how that in time every one of 
those enemies of God and the leader were 
smitten with judgment and died, and it was a 
terrible visitation indeed. Eliab, who was 
Aaron’s own son, perished with the rest of the 
rebels. 

Note also the statement in Verse Nineteen 
lhat Korah had all the congregation of Israel 
on his side against Moses and Aaron, but the 
overseer triumphed gloriously. 

10. Tlie rebellion over the death of Korah 
and his company — Numbers 16:41-50: 

But on the morrow all the congregation of the 
children of Israel murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of 
the Lord. 

And it came to pass, when the congregation was 
gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that 
they lopked toward the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the Lord appeared. 

And Moses and Aaron came before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Get you up from among this congregation, that I 

may consume them as in a moment. And they fell 
upon their faces. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, 
and put fire therein from off the altar, and put 
on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, 
and make an atonement for them: for there is 
wrath gone out from the Lord; the plague is begun. 

And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran 
into the midst of the congregation; and, behold, the 
plague was begun among the people: and he put 
on incense, and made an atonement for the people. 

And he stood between the dead and the living; 
and the plague was stayed. 

Now they that died in the plague were fourteen 
thousand and seven hundred, beside them that died 
about the matter of Korah. 

And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the 
plague was stayed. 

Compare Verses Twenty-one and Twenty-two 
with Verse Forty-five. 

11. Murmuring again at Kadesh — Numbers 
20:1-13: 

Then came the children of Israel, even the whole# 
congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first 
month: and the people abode In Kadesh; and 
Miriam died there, and was buried there. 

And there was no water for the congregation: 
and they gathered themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron. 

And the people chode with Moses, and spake, say- 
ing, Would God that we had died when our breth- 
ren died before the Lord! 

And why have ye brought up the congregation of 
the Lord into this wilderness, that we and our 
cattle should die there? 

And wherefore have ye made us to come up out 
of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is 
no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of 
pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink. 

And Moses and Aaron went from the presence 
of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: 
and the glory of the Lord appeared unto them. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly to- 

gether, thou, and Aaron thy brother and speak ye 


