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ARTICLE HI 

PAUL A GENERAL OVERSEER 

I. How He Became Such 

1. llis first mention in history. — Acts 8 :l-3: 

And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at 

that time there was a great persecution against the 

church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 

scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea 

and Samaria, except the apostles. 
And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, 

and made great lamentation over him. 
As for Saul, he made havock of the church, enter- 

ing into every house, and haling men and women 

committed them to prison. 

lie was a great persecutor of the church, and 
first appears upon the scene in connection with 
the martyrdom of Stephen. 

2. This martyrdom had much to do in bring- 
ing about Saul’s conversion to Jesus the Christ. 
He never forgot Stephen’s death.—Acts 22: 

19, 20: 

And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and 

beat in every synagogue them that believed on Thee: 

And when the blood of Thy martyr Stephen was 

shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto 

his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew 

him. 

3. Who was he ? We are told nothing about 
his parents and family connections. All we 

know is that he was a Jew, born in the city of 

Tarsus, and that his father, in some way, had 
obtained Roman citizenship, so that Paul was a 

free-born Roman citizen. — Acts 22:25-29: 

And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said 
unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you 
to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncon- 

demned? 
When the centurion heard that, he went and told 

the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou do- 

est: for this man is a Roman. 
Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, 

Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 

And the chief captain answered, With a great sum 

obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was 

free born. 
Then straightway they departed from him which 

should have examined him: and the chief captain 
also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, 

and because he had bound him. 

4. His conversion to Christ is recorded in 
Acts the Ninth, Twenty-second and Twenty- 
sixth Chapters. It is referred to in other places 
in the New Testament. It was one of the most 

notable conversions in the history of the Cross, 
and it was complete, thorough, radical and 

revolutionary. His entire career and destiny 
were changed thereby. He refers to it and him- 
self in T Corinthians 15:8 —“As one born (re- 
generated. not ‘out of’ as in the A.V., but) be- 
fore the due time,”,when he, as an Israelite with 
his nation, should be saved. That time is at the 
Revelation at the end of the last seven years. 

His conversion was supernatural, miraculous, 
sudden and by the Revelation of Jesus out of 
the opened heavens. So Israel’s will be. Paul 
calls his conversion a pattern after which his 
nation’s will be fashioned at the sudden appear- 

ing of the Christ and His kingdom. — IT Tim- 

othy 4:1. 

I Timothy 1:15, 16 : 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 

ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners; of whom I am chief. 
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in 

me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all long- 
suffering, for a pattern to them which should here- 

after believe on Him to life everlasting. 

5. What. Paul thought before his conversion. 
— Acts 26 :9-ll: 

I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do 

many things contrary to the Name of Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many 

of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received 
authority from the chief priests; and when they 
were put to death, I gave my voice against them. 

And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and 

compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceeding- 
ly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto 

strange cities. 

Acts 9:1, 2: 

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went 

unto the high priest, 
And desired of him letters to Damascus to the 

synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
whether they were men or women, he might bring 
them bound unto Jerusalem. 

6. Following his conversion, he had to make 
restitution — move onto Straight Street — be- 
fore the Lord would have much confidence in 

him, or'men either. 

Acts 9:6, 10, 11: 

And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what 

wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto 

him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told 
thee what thou must do. 

And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, 
named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a 

vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, 
Lord. 

And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into 
the street which is called Straight, and enquire in 

the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus; 

for, behold, he prayeth. 

II. From Straight Street God Called 
Him to the Apostleship 

Acts 9:15, 16: 

But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he 
is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

For I will shew him how great things he must 
suffer for My Name’s sake. 

Acts 22:14, 15, 21: 

And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen 

thee, that thou shouldest know His will, and see 

that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of His 
mouth. 

For thou shalt be His witness unto all men of 
what thou hast seen and heard. 

And He said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles. 

Galatians 1:11, 12, 15-19: 

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which 
was preached of me is not after man. 

For I neither received it of man, neither was I 

taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
But when it pleased God, Who separated me from 

my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, 
To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 
with flesh and blood: 

Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which 
were apostles before me: but I went into Arabia, 
and returned again unto Damascus. 

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 
see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 

But other of the apostles saw I none, save James 

the Lord’s brother, 
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From these passages we leam: 
1. Paul was foreknown and chosen of God 

for the apostleship before he was born. 
2. His apostleship Avas to be especially to, 

for, and among the Gentiles. 
3. He was to know God’s will, see that Just 

One and hear the voice of His mouth. 
He saw Him on the Damascus road (Acts 22: 

6-11); in Jerusalem (Acts 22:17-21); in the 
desert of Arabia (Galatians 1:11-17). 

4. God would show him what great things he 
could and would suffer -for the sake (honor) of 
Jesus. Compare 1 Corinthians 4:9-13; II Corin- 
thians 4:8-11; II Corinthians 6:3-10. 

5. Paul was not chosen in the place of Judas 
and was never numbered as one of the Twelve, 
but considered himself (as the Bible does) the 
apostle to the Gentiles. Compare Acts 1:15-26; 
22:21; I Corinthians 15:5-9; Revelation 21:14. 

In this last passage Paul’s name does not ap- 
pear as one of “the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb”, and in the next to the last passage Paul 
twice separates himself from “the twelve” and 
“all the apostles.” 

Paul would not usurp the place Matthias was 

put in; for Matthias “was numbered with the 
eleven apostles. — Acts 1:26. 

III. Paul an Apostolic General Overseer 

1. Paul associates Barnabas, another apostle, 
with himself in some missionary work. — Acts 
14:14: 

Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, 
heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among 
the people, crying out, 

Compare Acts 13 :l-5. 
Later on, John Mark and Barnabas both leave 

the General Overseer, and he choses Silas, and 
then Timothy, to travel with him in the work. 
Compare Acts 15:36-41. Note here that Paul 
was traveling among the branch churches, con- 

firming them in the faith. 
2. He selected his own traveling companions 

without consulting any church, or any of the 
apostles. — Acts 16 :l-5: 

Then came he to Derbe and Lystra; and, behold, 
a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the 
son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and 
believed; but his father was a Greek: 

Which was well reported of by the brethren that 
were at Lystra and Iconium. 

Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and 
took and circumcised him because of the Jews which 
were in those quarters: for they knew all that his 
father was a Greek. 

And as they went through the cities, they de- 

| livered them the decrees for to keep, that were or- 

dained of the apostles and elders which were at 
Jerusalem. 

And so were the churches established in the faith, 
and increased in number daily. 

3. Paul ordained Elders in all the churches 
and cities without consulting anyone. — Acts 
14:23: 

And when they had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fasting, they com- 

mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

4. The man from Macedonia calls Paul to 

come to Europe. He goes without consulting 
anyone but God—he did not have to get per- 
mission from any church, nor from any apostle 
or other officers — Acts 16 -.6-15. Carefully read 
this great Scripture. 

5. Paul establishes a branch church at 
Tliessalonica without consulting the apostles 
and elders, or the church at Jerusalem, Antioch 
or anywhere else — Acts 17 :l-4. 

6. He commands Timothy to meet him hast- 
ily at Athens. — Acts 17:15: 

And they that conducted Paul brought him unto 
Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas 
and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, 
they departed. 

7. He establishes a branch church at Corinth 
and makes that his headquarters city for a year 
and six months (Acts 18:1-11.) There he finds 
Aquila and Priscilla, his wife, with Apollos, and 
Paul associates the three with him in the work. 

8. He next goes to Ephesus where he has 
Jwelve men, disciples of John, rebaptized after 
fuller instructions. 

He resides there three full years (Acts 20:31), 
establishes a great branch church, and ordains 
elders among them (Acts 20:17.) Here read 
the entire Nineteenth and Twentieth Chapters 
of Acts. 

9. Acts 21 tells how the Holy Spirit labored 
to keep Paul out of Jerusalem, but he persisted 
in going, got into all kinds of trouble and finally 
had to go to Rome for trial. Even after he ar.' 

rived at Jerusalem the Lord Jesus tried to get 
him out before it would be too late, but no — 

Read Acts 21:4-19 and 22:17-24. 
10. Paul sends Timothy into Macedonia. — 

Acts 19:22. 
11. He sends Timothy to Corinth — I Corin- 

thians 4:17: 

For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, 
who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who 
shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which 
be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church. 

12. And to Philippi. — Philippians 2:19-24: 

But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus 

shortly unto you, that I also may be of good com- 

fort, when I know your state. 
For I have no man like minded, who will natur- 

ally care for your state. 
For all seek their own, not the things which are 

Jesus Christ’s. 
But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son 

with the father, he hath served with me in the 
gospel. 

Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon 

as I shall see how it will go with me. 

lie hoped also to visit that branch church. 
13. Later, he sends Epaphroditus to Philippi. 

— Philippians 2:25-30: 

Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaph- 
roditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and 
fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that min- 
istered to my wants. 

For he longed after you all, and was full of 
heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had 
been sick. 

For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God 
had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me 

also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, 

when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I 
may be the less sorrowful. 

Receive him therefore in the Lord with all glad- 
ness; and hold such in reputation: 

Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto 
death, not regarding his life, to supply your lack of 
service toward me. 

Both Timothy and Epaphroditus were apos- 
tles. 

1-1. From Athens he sends Timothy to 
Thessalonica. — I Thessalonians 3:1, 2 : 

Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we 

thought it good to be left at Athens alone; 
And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of 

God, and our fellow-labourer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your 
faith. 

15. Paul wrote two epistles to Timothy in 
which he gave him careful instructions as to 
what to do as an apostle and a sub-overseer. 

(1). Why he left him at Ephesus. — I Tim- 
othy 1:3, 4: 

As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when 
I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest charge 
some that they teach no other doctrine, 

Neither give heed to fables and endless genealo- 
gies, which minister questions, rather than godly 
edifying which is in faith: so do. 

(2) He commits a certain charge unto him. 
— I Timothy 1:18 : 

This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, ac- 

cording to the prophecies which went before on thee, 
that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; 
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(3) Tells him not to make a woman an 

authoritative teacher in the church. — I Tim- 
othy 2:11, 12: 

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjec- 
tion. 

But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to be in silence. 

(4) Tells him to ordain as elders only men 

with certain qualifications; likewise deacons. 
Read T Timothy 3:1-13. 

(5) Tells him how to treat an elder, and 
what kind of women to choose as deaconesses; 
and that he must lav hands on or ordain, sud- 
denly, no man. — I Timothy 5. 

(6) Solemnly charges him to keep the trust 
committed to him faithfully. — I Timothy 6:20: 

O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and op- 
positions of science so called. 

(7) Charges him to use the gift conferred 
upon him when Paul’s own hands were laid up- 
on him in ordination.—II Timothy 1:6: 

Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou 
stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the put- 
ting on of my hands. 

(8) Tells him to be exceedingly careful 
about the men whom he ordains. — II Timothy 
2:2: 

And the things that thou hast heard of me among 

many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

(9) Warns him about Alexander the copper- 
smith.— II Timothy 4:14, 15. 

(10) Warns him also concerning Philetus 
and another gentleman. — II Timothy 2 :17, 18. 

16. Paul makes Titus an apostle and puts 
him in charge of the work in Crete. — Titus 1:5: 

For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed 
thee. 

Read very carefully the whole epistle. 
17. Paui exercises the authority of a general 

overseer in receiving and expelling members. 
— I Timothy 1:19, 20: 

Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some 

having put away concerning faith have made ship- 
wreck: 

Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I 

have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not 

to blaspheme. 

This authority is also exercised in the case of 
the notorious fornicator in the church at Cor- 

j inth. — I Corinthians 5 :l-6: 

It is reported commonly that there is fornication 
among you, and such fornication as is not so much 
as named among the Gentiles, that one should have 
his father’s wife. 

And ye are puffed up, and have not rather 

mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be 

taken away from among you. 
For I verily, as absent in body, but present in 

spirit, have judged already, as though I were pre- 
sent, concerning him that hath so done this deed, 

In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye 
are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruc- 

tion of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the 

day of the Lord Jesus. 
Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a 

little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 

Carefully ponder this entire chapter. 
18. Paul had the care of all the churches. — 

II Corinthians 11:28. Is not that the burden 
of a general overseer? 

19. To Paul was committed THE GOSPEL 
OF THE GRACE OF GOD (Acts 20:24) to be 

preached by him and all other ministers in TELE 
DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD 

(Ephesians 3:2.) 
This Gospel, or Revelation, concerns THE 

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. —- Ephesians 5: 
25-30, 32. 

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, 

That He might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 

thing; but that it should be holy and without blem- 
ish. 

So ought men to love their wives as their own 

bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but 

nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 

church: 
For we are members of His body, of His flesh, 

and of His bones. 
This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 

Christ and the church. 

This Revelation was committed, and thor- 

oughly explained, to Paul in the desert of 
Arabia. — Galatians 1:11, 12, 15-18: 

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which 
was preached of me is not after man. 

For I neither received it of man, neither was I 

taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
But when it pleased God, Who separated me from 

my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, 
To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him 

among the heathen; immediately I conferred not 

with flesh and blood: 
Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which 

were apostles before me; but I went in to Arabia, 
and returned again unto Damascus. 

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 

see Peter, and abode with him fifteen day. 

Romans 16:25, 26; Colossians 1:24-29 and 

Ephesians 3:1-11 unite in declaring that this 
Revelation of the Gospel of Grace concerning 
the Christ and the Church was the Hidden Mys- 
tery until made known to Paul in Arabia. 

IV. Paul —like Moses, Joshua, Elijah, 
Nehemiah, John Alexander Dowie and 
Wilbur Glenn Voliva —was much crit- 

icized, greatly opposed and had many 
Enemies 

1. Thos in Asia. — II Timothy 1:15: 

This thou knowest, that all they which are in 

Asia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygel- 
lus and Hermogenes. 

2. Demas forsook him, others went about 
their own personal affairs, and only Luke re- 

mained with him to the last. — II Timothy 4: 

10, 11: 

For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this 

present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; 
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 

Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring 
him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the 

ministry. 

Thank God for Luke! 
3. Alexander the coppersmith. — II Timothy 

4:14, 15: 

Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the 
Lord reward him according to his works: 

Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly 
withstood our words. 

4. The Judaizers, or Seventh Dayists, of 
Acts 15 — read the entire chapter. Note these 
first two verses — 

And certain men which came down from Judaea 
taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circum- 
cised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and disputation with them, they deter- 
mined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of 
them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles 
and elders about this question. 

5. His own countrymen. — I Thessalonians 2 : 

14-16: 

For ye, brethren, became followers of the church- 
es of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for 

ye also have suffered like things of your own coun- 

trymen, even as they have of the Jews: 
Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own 

prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please 
not God, and are contrary to all men: 

Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they 
might be saved,, to fill up their sins alway: for the 
wrath is come upon them to the uttermost. 

6. The Judaizing Seventh Dayists again in 
Galatians — read the entire epistle to the Gala- 
tians with this thought in mind. Before they 
got in their work, the Galatians were ready to 
receive Paul as an angel, even as the Lord Jesus 
Christ — Galatians 4:13-15: 

Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I 
preached the gospel unto you at the first. 

And my temptation which was in my flesh ye 
despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an 

angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 
Where is then the blessedness ye spake of? for I 

bear you record, that, if it had been possible, ye 
would have plucked out your own eyes, and have 
given them to me. 

After the Seventh Dayists got in their nefar- 
ious work the Galatians considered Paul as an 

enemy. — Galatians 4:16: 

Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell 
you the truth? 

7. The church at Corinth gave him much 
anxiety. She doubted him and questioned his 
apostleship all along. In his second letter to 
that church he had to defend his apostleship, 
even to the point of appearing to boast. — Read 
II Corinthians 11:16-31 and 12:11-21; also 13: 
1-4; II Corinthians 10:1-4 is also to the point 
and 7:2-4. 

8. On one occasion Peter even opposed him. 
— Galatians 2:11-14: 

But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood 
him to the face, because he was to be blamed. 

For before that certain came from James, he did 
eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, 
he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. 

And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; 
insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with 
their dissimulation. 

But when I saw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto 
Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest 
after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the 


