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THE SOON COMING NIGHT 
By Apostle Willis F. Jordan 

“Watchman ! What of the night? The watch- 
man said, The morning cometh, and also (or 
first) the night.” — Isaiah 21:11, 12. 

I. THE WATCHMAN IN HIS WATCHTOWER 

Isaiah 21:6: 

Thus hath Jehovah said, Go, set a WATCHMAN; 
let him declare what he seeth. 

So the WATCHMAN responds — Isaiah 21:8: 

I stand continually in the watchtower in the 
daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights. 

The WATCHMAN should hearken “diligently 
with much heed” — Isaiah 21:7. 

n. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
OF THE WATCHMAN 

1. They are pointed out in the WORD OF 
GOD —Ezekiel 3:17-21: 

Son of man, I have made Uiee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. 

When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save 
his life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will ^ require at thine hand. 

Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not 
from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered 
thy soul. 

Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his 
righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a 
stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because 
thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in 
his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done 
shall not be remembered; but his blood will I re- 
quire at thine hand. 

Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, 
that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he 
shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou 
hast delivered thy soul. 

Ezekiel 2:9, 10: 

And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent 
unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; 

And he spread it before me; and it was written 
within and without: and there was written therein 
lamentations, and mourning, and woe. 

Habakkuk 2:1-3: 
I will stand upoif my watch, and set me upon the 

tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto 
me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 

And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the 
vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it. 

For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but 
a the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry. 

2. The WATCHMAN is as necessary as any 
soldier assigned to picket duty in the NIGHT. 
If a picket goes away from his post, or falls 
asleep at it, and the enemy passes the line for a 

surprise attack, that picket is court-martialed, 
taken out and shot. 

3. Specific are the duties of THE WATCH- 
MAN. He must tell exactly what he sees, 
whether good or bad — just what is approaching 
the sleeping city and nation. 

GREAT WAS HIS RESPONSIBILITY; so 

sure of him were the people and his king, that 
they slept through the long night in apparent 
security. 

4. the continued life of the WATCHMAN 
depended upon his faithful adherence to duty and 
place. He must not give a false alarm, nor fail 
to report instantly what he saw and all he saw. 

5. The prophet — as Moses, Elijah, Paul, etc. 
— was God’s WATCHMAN in Israel. He was 
to peer into the future and properly interpret 
THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

Esther 1:13: 

The king said to the wise men, which knew the 
times. 

I Chronicles 12:32: 

Of the children of Issachar, were men that had 
understanding of the times, to know what Israel 
ought to do. 

Matthew 16:1-4: 

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and 
tempting desired him that he would shew them a 
sign from heaven. 

He answered and said unto them, When it is 
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the 
sky is red. 

And in the morning, It will be foul weather 
today; for the sky is red and lowring. O ye 
hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but 
can ye not discern the signs of the times? 

A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh af- 
ter a sign; and there shall no sign be g n unto it, 
but the sign of the prophet Jonas. 

The prophet-watchman was, therefore, God’s 
mouthpiece, the herald of a future righteousness 
— THE RULE OF GOD ON THE EARTH. 

6. This PROPHET-WATCHMAN wasted 
no time in literary orations; in entertaining the 
people; in reciting the poets; in essaying and 
sermonizing on HUMANISM. 

He never gave a toast, nor would he receive one. 

What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? 
a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and more than a 
prophet; for this is he of whom it is written, Be- 
hold I send MY MESSENGER before My face who 
shall declare the way before Me. 

1 he WATCHMAN suddenly rose up, gave the 
alarm, shouted his message of warning and dis- 
appeared. 

The watchman was not the chief thing: it was 
his alarm, his warning, his message. 

7. The General Overseer is God’s WATCH- 

MAN on the walls of Zion today. He has a 

great responsibility before God and Zion. By 
both word and precept he must tell the people 
what he gets from God; what he sees in the Old 
Book. He must interpret Jesus to a money-mad, 
pleasure-crazed, demon-possessed world. 

Woe be unto him if he fails to fill his place as 

WATCHMAN, to give the warning, sound the 
alarm and declare the message from God. He 
must read the signs of the times, as a man of 
Issachar, and tell what God gives him to see and 
hear — not dreams, anecdotes, hallucinations and 
Twentieth Century visions and fleshly ecstasies 
of a self-inflated HUMANISM. 

III. THE SETTLING DOWN OF THE NIGHT 

1. The Scriptures: 
I Thessalonians 5 :1-11 —The day of the Lord 

will come in as a thief in THE NIGHT. God’s j 

getting better and better1. It is nearer heaven and 
more like God today than it ever was before. 
The present status of HUMANITY ought to be 

entirely satisfactory; and it is, except to a few 
old pessimists. 

For proof, the dreamers cite world-wide evan- 

gelism ; the overthrow of the liquor traffic; the 
building of finer and finer church buildings; 
church federation; Laymens’ Movement, Young 
People’s Movement and many other great and 
wonderful works of HUMANISM. 

Reader, consider well: Christ’s Kingdom is 
not inaugurated with brass bands and blowing of 
trumpets by the nations of this age. Know ye 
not that your much vaunted TWENTIETH 
CENTURY HUMANISM is the leaven in the 
lump ? 

Nothing is so unpopular today as the truth, 
and the whole truth. Social and ethical work is 
not regeneration. 

Jesus the Christ saw the world growing worse 
and worse, even to the very conditions of Noah’s 
day, which brought on the Flood. He even de- 
clared that when He returned, as Son of Man, 
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people are not of THE NIGHT, nor of darkness. 
Romans 13:11, 12 — THE NIGHT is far 

spent; the day is at hand. Let us cast off the 
works of darkness. 

John 9:4 — THE NIGHT cometh when no 

man can work. 
Luke 24:29 — Abide with us; it is toward 

evening, and the day is far spent. 
Luke 17:34—I tell you, in THAT NIGHT 

there shall be two in one bed; one shall be taken 
and the other left. 

Isaiah 29:1-8 — All nations that gather against 
Jerusalem at Armageddon to perish in THE 
NIGHT. 

Matthew 25 :6 — THE CRY AT MIDNIGHT: 
Behold the Bridegroom. 

2. These passages all refer to the last seven 

years in THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES, 
which is in them called THE NIGHT — the 
world’s night; its deep and terrible MIDNIGHT. 

3. That night is now certainly settling down 
on the whole world. It is now dusk; it will soon 
be very dark. That last seven-year night will 
get darker and darker, and the darkest hour of 

• it all will be just before the MORNING dawns. 
THE WATCHMAN said, “THE MORNING 
COMETH; but FIRST THE NIGHT.” 

Psalm 49:14 — Many perish in that seven-year 
night, and the upright shall have dominion over 
them in the MILLENNIAL MORNING. 

IV. THE DARKNESS DEEPENS; THE NIGHT 
HASTENS 

1. HUMANISM’S TWENTIETH CEN- 
TURY DREAM—A False Dream: 

The demon-inspired dream is that from the 
beginning, through the vicissitudes of wars and 
revolutions, the race has fallen upward or for- 
ward. It has steadil y progressed under an ever- 

advancing evolutionary leadership. It is steadily 
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at the end of the awful seven-year night, the 
faith would have entirely disappeared from the 
earth. — Luke 18:8. 

Away with a Twentieth Century optimism that 
can believe the lie (II Thessalonians 2:9-12) and 
be happy in it! 

If the signs of the times tell anything, it is this: 
I the greater portion of the world’s religiousness is 
hiding behind a refuge of lies. 

2. THE DECADENCE OF THE HOME is 
helping to bring on THE NIGHT. 

The home was the first thing God established. 
The church and the school, important as they 
are, cannot take the place of the home. 

tWe are our real selves in the home. 
Home disease is because of a sick heart, and it 

will only be a short time until the extremities will 
be vitally affected. 

If the home is spewing out irreverance, dis- 
honesty, uncleanness, deceit, cruelty, falsehood, 
profanity and blasphemy, you will soon have a 
nation of anarchists, rapists, murderers, pros- 
titutes, feudists, counterfeiters, grafters and 
criminals. 

One of the most ominous clouds over us today 
is the degeneracy of the home, and the constant- 
ly ascending divorce mountain. 

The Educational Society of the State of New 
York, in a recent report, says: “The church and 
Sunday School are failing to do the work com- 
mitted to them. The main reason is because 
they have lost their hold on the children and 
young life of this generation; and this is mainly 
because home religion is a dead letter; the train- 
ing of society in the home is a lost art; the father 
is no longer the vicar.” 

What an awful indictment! The throne of 
power is still in the home, but the son and 
daughter occupy it now. They say what they 
please, do as they please, go and come as they 

please — “disobedient to parents” (II Timothy 
3:2). In many homes the parents are themselves 
to blame; for they pay no attention to their own 
children — no longer even try to control them. 

If the home fails to be the center of godliness, 
it fails in the very purpose for which the Al- 
mighty instituted it. 

It is plainly to be seen that THE HOME IS 
IN A STATE OF DISINTEGRATION. 

As men lose home identity, they become only 
driftwood, swept along by the flood of impulse 
and passion. Such was France when she lost 
home purity and power. All the world knows, 
but has quite forgotten, the result: the great and 
terrible French Revolution with its steady thud, 
thud of the guillotine. Such will the last seven 

years of the Gentile Times be. They are near 

at hand because the home is doomed. 
At that time, in Paris every prominent man 

had a mistress, and the wife a paramour. How 
is it now in the great cities and nations of earth? 

Shall not God avenge for all these things? 
Yes, and Antichrist and his guillotine for the 
seven years are about to appear. 

Look at the decadence of Bible reading and 
prayer in the homes of the world today. The 
fires of faith and worship do not bum on family 
altars now. In the average professed-Christian 
home the effort to call the family to prayer would 
be very embarrassing and painful indeed. Some 
would be at the “show”, some at the park, some 
at the dance and some on a “joy ride.” The 
people are pleasure-crazed, money-mad, demon- 
possessed. 

It is told us that just before the end of this age 
THE GREAT APOSTASY would engulf all, 
and all the above is a part of it. What home, out- 
side of Zion, is shut against the Sunday paper? 
“WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?” 

Homes, calling themselves Christian, are mixed 
up with everything under heayen except God, 
Christ, the Bible and salvation; knowing nothing 
about the signs of the times and the Lord’s Com- 
ing, and determined not to know anything. 

Over eighty per cent of all who enter the Sun- 
day Schools of the Great Apostasy are lost to even 

their churches. 
The churches no longer have any Christ and 

any real Gospel, so they preach anything the 
people want, and then can induce only a few to 
attend them. They can’t get them back with the ’ 

same bait the second time, so are ever trying to 
give them some new thing. — Acts 17:21. 

3. THE SUBMERGENCE OF THE 
LORD’S DAY is increasing the awful darkness 
of TPIE NIGHT. 

God set apart one day out of seven as a day of 
rest, worship and service. To Israel, it was Sat- 
urday, the seventh day; to the Church, it is the 
first day, the Lord’s Day — commemorative of 
His resurrection. 

The three great pillars upon which God’s 
scheme of Redemption rests are GOD’S SON, 
GOD’S BOOK and GOD’S DAY. 

Christianity began with these three great 
fundamentals — not one can be lightly esteemed 
or disregarded. 

In Christendom there is no longer regard for 
the Lord’s Day. In France, the elections are 

then held, and France calls herself a Catholic- 
Christian nation. In Spain and Mexico, cock 
and bull fights are held on that day. Every- 
where, even in America, the day is spent in dis- 
sipating, rioting, sightseeing and theater going. 

Office seekers publicly announce their purpose 
to disregard the day. Corporations discharge 
all who will not work on the holy day. Every- 
body plans to break the day, not to, keep it. 

We now have a COMMERCIALIZED 
LORD’S DAY. A certain superintendent of a 

great city railway says, “We figure that our Sun- 
day business must pay the entire operating ex- 
penses of the company; the income, therefore, 
during the week is clear profit.” The company 
planned all kinds of attractions in the parks and 
places of amusement so that the floating rabble 
would patronize the cars on Lord’s Day. 

Railroads arrange their excursions for the 
Lord’s Day. Church members by thousands pa- tronize them, and in all these street and railway 
companies many officials are high officers in the 
churches. 

Hotels, restaurants, drug stores, ice cream par- 
lors, soda fountains, parks, games, theaters and 
saloons altogether plan more and more to break 
down utterly and destroy completely any sacred- 
ness attached to the day. Consequently, the peo- ple have no further use for God’s Book and God’s 

NO AUTOMOBILES TO BE USED 
LORD’S DAY, SEPTEMBER 1ST. 

All persons should absolutely observe 
the request of the government not to use 
automobiles (those run by gasoline) on 
Lord’s Day, September 1, 1918. 

one and all in Zion City observe 
this request to the letter! 

If any individual should disregard this 
request and attempt tp run an automobile 
for the carrying of passengers, no loyal citizen should ride with such a person. 

The observance of this request need not 
interfere with anybody attending the 
Meeting in Shiloh Tabernacle, for one and 
all can either walk or use buggies and 
other vehicles. 

Let Zion have a 100% record in re- 
sponse to this request! 

WILBUR GLENN VOLIVA. 
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