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Third Year of Zion Educational Institutions, 
1918-1919, Formally Inaugurated 

Procession Marches to Zion College Building 
With Flags Waving and Bands Playing— 

Opening Address By President Wilbur 
Glenn Voliva. 

(C. B. W.) 
Zion has a reputation for breaking away 

from moss-grown custom and doing things in 
an original way. No hesitation is felt in de- 
parting from the trodden path and blazing a 

trail through the virgin wild whenever an ad- 
vantage is to be gained. 

All precedent was broken on September 13, 
when the Third Year of Zion Educational Insti- 
tutions opened on Friday—always regarded as 

the last day of the school week—instead of on 

Monday, as is everywhere customary. 
The advantages to be gained by this ar- 

rangement arg varied. In the first place, un- 

like other places, the school year in Zion opens 
with a great parade through the streets, of the 
students and teachers, with banners and flying 
colors, headed by Zion Senior Band. 

Is not this enough to stir the hearts of the 
children and cause them to look forward to it 
for weeks? To us who received our education 
from a meager five months in the year in a 

little backwoods country school, what a great 
event it would have seemed in our childhood 
days! 

The parade is followed by opening exercises 
in the Zion College Building, during which the 
Word of God is read and an address delivered 
by the President to the students and faculty 
and the visitors present. 

On the first school day of the two. preceding 
years, this occupied a considerable portion of 
the forenoon and broke into the regular work 
attendant upon the opening of school. 

This year, a large portion of Friday was oc- 

cupied with the preliminary work, such as 

registration—no small task when nearly a 

thousand children are involved—and the as- 

signment of books to the pupils. The students 
then had the remainder of the day and all day 
Saturday in which to purchase their books, and 
by Monday morning everything was ready to 
move right out without delay or confusion. 

The wisdom of this arrangement was shown 
by the fact that the eight grades of the Junior 
Department opened session on the tick of the 
clock, Monday morning, and went right 
through the class work according to program, 
accomplishing a full day’s work. 

* * * * 

Zion was again favored, on last Friday, with 
beautiful weather for the reopening of school. 

Before 8 a. m. the children, students and 
teachers began gathering at Shiloh Tabernacle 
to form in line of march for the parade to the 
College Building. Hundreds of pupils could be 
seen coming from all directions. 

As they assembled in Shiloh Tabernacle they 
were arranged in grades and sections on the 
main floor of the auditorium, the location of 
each being designated by banners. 

Vice-President Darms read a portion of the 
One Hundred and Nineteenth Psalm: 

0 how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all 
the day. 

Thou through Thy commandments hast made me 

wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. 

1 have more understanding than all my teachers: 
for Thy testimonies are my meditation. 

I understand more than the ancients, because I 

keep Thy precepts. 
I have refrained my feet from every evil way, 

that I might keep Thy word. 
I have not departed from Thy judgments: for 

Thou hast taught me. 

How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

Through Thy precepts I get understanding: 
therefore I hate every false way. 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path. 

I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will 
keep Thy righteous judgments. 

I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O Lord, 
according unto Thy Word. 

Accept, I beseech Thee, the freewill offerings of 
my mouth, O Lord, and teach me Thy judgments. 

My soul is continually in my hand: yet do I not 
forget Thy law. 

The wicked have laid a snare for me: yet I erred 
not from Thy precepts. 

Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever: for they are the rejoicing of my heart. 

I have inclined mine heart to perform Thy stat- 
utes alway, even unto the end. 

Apostle Darms then led in prayer, asking 
Gods blessing upon the children and the homes 
represented, and closing with the words, “ Keep 
us under the shadow of Thy wing, safe and se- 

cure until Jesus comes.” 
Immediately afterward, the procession was 

formed on the circular driveway north of the 
Tabernacle. 

The line of march was east on Shiloh Boule- 
vard; south on Elijah Avenue and west on 

Twenty-seventh Street to the Col'ege Building. 
As the color bearers began to move forward 

with flags flying, with the band playing and 
with hundreds of pupils in line, it would have 
stirred the enthusiasm of the most indifferent. 
One could not imagine a more beautiful or in- 
spiring sight; nothing like it could be seen 

anywhere else in the world. 
The Zion Senior and Junior Bands played al- 

ternately during the entire march from the 
Tabernacle to the College Building. 

Borne bv Zu.u Guards at the head of the pro- 
cession was 'lie Stars and Stripes, followed by 
the allied flags and the Zion colors. Then came 

the Zion Senior Band marching four abreast 
in wide formation, immediately followed by a 

large banner inscribed, “ Zion Educational In- 
stitutions. 

This was followed in turn by a banner upon 
which was beautifully emblazoned the Gener- 
al Motto of Zion Schools—“ In the Beginning 
God.” 

The children marched two abreast. First ! 
came the sweet little tots of the Kindergarten 
Department, bearing the appropriate motto, 
“ A little Child Shall Lead Them.” 

Then came the Junior Department according 
to grades, one to eight inclusive, bearing their 
respective shields and mottoes. As the mottoes, 
one after another, came into view, they read:— 

Grade 1—“Those Who Seek Me Early Shall 
Find Me.” 

Grade 2—“In All Thv Ways Acknowledge 
Him.” 

Last in lin^came Vice-President Darms, the 
Apostles, Elders and Evangelists in Zion, and 
the Preparatory teachers. 

Bringing up the rear of the procession was 

a large and beautiful motto, reading as follows: 
“ Hear the Conclusion of the Whole Matter— 
FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMAND- 
MENTS.” 

The procession was reviewed by the General 
Overseer, with Mrs. Voliva at his side, from his 
office in the Administration Building. An idea 
of its length can be gained by the fact that 
as the color bearers reached the entrance of the 
College Building the rear of the procession had 
just passed Zion Home. 

One striking feature of the parade was that 
as the huge bell in the tower of Zion Home 
pealed forth the nine o’clock hour of prayer, 
midway of the line of march, every man, wom- 

an and child halted instantly and stood with 
bowed heads for a moment, when the bell again 
pealed forth and the march was resumed. 

As the head of the procession reached the Col- 
lege Building, the Senior Band and color bear- 
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Grade 3—“ Train a Child in the Way He 
Should Go.” 

Qrade 4—“ The Bible, the Principal Text- 
book.” 

Grade 5—“ Teach Us How to Pray.” 
Grade 6—“ Remember Now Thy Creator in 

the Days of Thy Youth.” 
Grade 7—•“ Study to Show Thyself Ap- 

proved Unto God.” 
Grade 8—“ Training Citizens for the King- 

dom of God.” 
The Preparatory Department carried the 

motto, 
“ Christian Character, the Greatest 

Treasure. 
Next was a banner of Zion College, followed 

by the motto, 
“ Divine Knowledge Is Power,” 

while the Department of Music bore the motto, 
“ Praise Thy God, 0 Zion.” 

Next in line was the Junior Band, followed 
by a banner inscribed, “ Manual Training.” 
Then came the motto, “ In All Thy Ways Ac- 
knowledge Him,” followed by another ban- 
ner, inscribed, “ Domestic Science.” 

PROPERTIES FOR SALE 

Let all Independents who have residential 
or other properties in Zion City for sale 
write to 

W. HURD CLENDINEN, 
Administration Building, 

Zion City, Illinois, 

placing the words “Personal and Private” 
on the lower left-hand corner of the en- 

velope. 

ers formed on either side of the main arched 
entrance, the band playing ,a medley of sacred 
songs while the pupils marched into the build- 
ing, keeping step to the music. 

Like a benediction, the strains of the beauti- 
ful old hymn floated out on the crisp morning 
air, “ I Need Thee, 0 I Need Thee; Temptations 
Lose Their Power When Thou Art Nigh.” 

Proceeding to the College Chapel, the faculty 
and students filed in, followed by a throng of 
visitors. 

Opening Devotionals. 

Seated on the platform were President Wil- 
bur Glenn Voliva, Vice-President Anton Darms 
and Apostles Carey, Peckham, Taylor, Har- 
wood and Jordan, also Deason John D. Thomas. 

On either side of the platform were the na- 
tional colors and the emblems of the allied na- 

tions. 
Arising, the President extended the greeting 

to all present, “ Peace to Thee,” to which was 

responded, “ Peace to Thee Be Multiplied.” 
He then announced the hymn, “We’re March- 

ing to Zion,” which was sung heartily. 
The General Overseer then said: 
“We will read in God’s Inspired Word, 

eleven verses in the Second Chapter of Philip- 
pians. 
“I count it a very great privilege to read 

a part of this wonderful chapter. I thank God 
I stand on a platform where I am free to read 
the Word of God. Zion Educational Institu- 
tions are distinct. They are unlike any other 
educational institutions in the world.” 

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 

Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having 

the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 

“ ‘Being of one accord, of one mind,’ that 
ought to be the spirit throughout Zion; unity, 
of belief and action. And the time is coming 
when those not in harmony must go to their 
own place, and that is in the world. 

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other bet- 
ter than themselves. 

Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others. 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: 

But made Himself of no reputation, and took 
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: 

And being found in fashion as a man, He hum- 
bled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. 

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above every name* 

That at the Name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth: 

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

The General Overseer then offered the follow- 
ing prayer: 

“Our kind Heavenly Father, we rejoice that 
upon this, as upon all other occasions, we can 
look up to Thee and call Thee Father, claim- 
ing everything Thou hast provided for us. 

“We thank Thee that Thou hast brought us 
to this hour and this place. We thank Thee 
that in these! days of trouble and peril Thou 
hast provided Zion and Zion City as a place 
of refuge. We thank Thee that Thou hast not 
left us in the apostasy, amidst the skepticism 
and unbelief of the world. 

“We thank Thee we are not in the world, 
running after the pleasures of the world. So 
far as we know our hearts, we are Thine. We 
believe that as we enter the third school year, 
1918—1919, of Zion Educational Institutions, 
Thou wilt own us and prepare us for the work 
that is Thine. We pray that we may be faith- 
ful as a people, so Thou canst own us and bless 
us and preserve us as a peculiar people. 

“We thank Thee a thousand times for Zion 
Educational Institutions. We thank Thee that 
Zion Educational Institutions are open to Thee, 
where Thou art owned and exalted; that they 
are open to Jesus Christ, Thy Son, where His 
Blessed Name is reverenced every day. 

“We pray that Thou wilt strengthen us so 
that we may be true to our trust, that we may 
be accounted worthy, if necessary, to suffer 
with Him, and at last to reign with Him. 

“We thank Thee that the Holy Spirit is here. 
We pray that we may be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and that we may never grieve Him. 
Come, Holy Spirit, just now; fill our hearts. 

“We thank Thee that the Bible is here read 
and studied, and we pray that the world may 
not rob us of the precious Word. 

“We pray for Apostle Darms, for wisdom 
and strength for spirit, soul and body, tn't he 
may be a true assistant to Thy servant, and that 
all things may be done in the fear and admoni- 
tion of the Lord. 

“We pray for Miss Thompson, ihat she may 
be guided by the Holy Spirit, and that what- 
ever she does may be done for Thy Name’s 
honor and glory. 

“Sustain the children and the young people, 
that they may give their hearts to Thee, that 
they may show every sign of loving Thee and 
of having been converted. Keep them from all 
affliction and all harm; and above all, we pray 
that no sin may be found in their midst. 

“We pray for the Kindergarten Department; 
for every department. May the school be wor- 

thy of its name. May it be kept free from the 
vices and the evils that curse the schools in the 
outside world. We pray that these things may 
never be found among us. 

“Keep the faculty; keep them in the hollow 
of Thy hand. May this be a glorious school 
year, and may we have Thy favor and Thy 
blessing. 

“Grant that Zion people on the outside may 
come to Zion City and take their proper places 
among us. 

“We pray for the speedy and complete re- 

The attention of all readers of 
The Theocrat is directed to the 
announcement entitled “Zion In- 
stitutions and Industries/* 
We are calling for 

$100,000.00 
additional capital for these Institu- 
tions. 

All investors making investments 
for five years or longer will receive 
7% interest for the first three years, 
and 6% interest thereafter. 

Let every available dollar be put 
into these Institutions and Indus- 
tries, where it will be made to 
count for the honor and glory of 
God. 

Wilbur Glenn Voliva 


