
♦ 

EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY WILBUR GLENN VOLIVA 

VOLUME V \Tn 9F> Entered as second class matter, January 22, 1916 at tne 1 r/T<^xT /^Tnvcr Tr .. VT ^ Office at Zion City, Illinois, under the Act of March 3, ISitf. ZION CI1Y, ILL., OCTOBER 19, 1918. Single Copy, 3 Cents. 

^SHSZ5Z5ZEH5ESSSZSH5SSaSH53ZSE5a5HSZ5a5a5HSiEHL 
News of The World 

g (C. B. W.) g 
Z5H5Z5Z5E5H5Z5ZSZ5H5E5Z5Z5Z5E5Z5H5E5H5H5EH5HSHS 

ANY PEACE MUST BE DICTATED BY THE 
U. S. AND THE ALLIES, SAYS WILSON 

No Compromise, Substance of President’s 
Reply to Germany 

Events of world-wide moment are transpir- 
ing so rapidly as to seem like the shifting scenes 
of a kaleidoscope. 

Only four days elapsed after the trans- 
mission of President Wilson’s reply to the Ger- 
man chancellor’s peace proposal before a wire- 
less dispatch, sent out into the atmosphere from 
Nauen, the great German wireless station, was 

picked up and forwarded to official diplomatic 
sources in Washington, purporting to give the 
text of Germany’s answer to President Wilson’s 
inquiries. Forty-eight hours from that time, 
Wilson’s final answer was on the cables. 

Germany’s Apparent Acceptance of Peace 
Terms 

Germany’s wireless dispatch, received on Oc- 
tober 12, (confirmed later by the official text) 
seemed, on its face, a complete acceptance of 
President Wilson’s ferms. It read: 

“In reply to the questions of the President of 
the United States of America, the German gov- 
ernment hereby declares: 

“The German government has accepted the 
terms laid down by President Wilson in his ad- 
dress of January the eighth and in his subse- 
quent addresses on the foundation of a per- 
manent peace of justice. Consequently, its ob- 
ject in entering into discussions would be only 
to agree upon practical details of the appli- 
cation of these terms. The German government 
believes that the governments of the powers as- 
sociated with the government of the United 
States also take the position taken by President 
Wilson in his address. 

“The German government, in accord with the 
Austro-Hungarian government for the purpose 
of bringing about an armistice, declares itself 
ready to comply with the proposition of the 
president in regard to evacuation. 

“The German government suggests that the 
president may occasion the meeting of a mixed 
commission for making the necessary arrange- 
ments concerning the evacuation. 

“ The present German government, which has 
under; ak n the responsibility for this step to- 
ward peace, has been formed by conferences 
and in agreement with the great majority of the 
reichstag. The chancellor, supported in all of 
his actions by the will of this majority, speaks 
in the name of the German government and of 
the German people.” 

“Berlin, October 12, 1918. 
“SOLF, State Secretary of Foreign Office.” 

Before sending this reply, Emperor William 
had summoned the sovereigns of all the German 
federal states to Berlin for a consultation, such 
a conference being unique in the history of Ger- 
many. I he North German Zeitung says that 
the note was carefully considered by the war 
cabinet consisting of the chancellor, the vice 
chancellor and secretaries, without portfolio, 
and that an answer was agreed upon after-a 
conference with the supreme military command. 

Germany's reply was so surprisingly acqui- 
escent in tone that the suspicion immediately 
arose that the House of Hohenzollern, which had 
kept the entire civilized world in a foment for 
more than four years and had caused the enac- 
tion of carnage and ruthless destruction on a 
scale never before witnessed in its history, was 
attempting to save, by crafty diplomacy, that 
which she was no longer able to hold by force 
of arms. 

One writer says that it means that “either 
Germany is on the verge of moral and physical 
collapse or she hopes to gain much more by an 
immediate armistice than by a deferred peace.” He goes on to analyze the situation thus: 

“If the former is valid, the restitution of Al- 
sace-Lorraine, the loss of Prussian Poland and 
the renunciation of the three Russian provinces 

tnree or the fourteen Wilson stipulations— 
would not matter. A moral and physical bank- 
rupt has no choice anyway. If the latter, it 
may be thought the better policy to conserve 
and preserve what is left of Germany’s strength j 
and resources for future contingencies. In this I 
event, the entente must see to it that a probable 
or possible peace breaker be perpetually bereft 
of the means of breaking the peace. 

.“It is well to bear in mind that the German 
militarists have one thing—just one— in their 
favor in the eyes of the Germans: Germany, to 
date, has not been invaded. The Kaiser h.as 
boasted the Germans at home have been spared 
scenes of carnage. That in the estimation of 
the Prussian people may be sufficient prestige 
not to depose the Hohenzollerns, although the 
venom in Hohenzollernism mav be extracted by +he insistence of President Wilson.” 

Another writer analyzes the three supposed 
ucessions of the note as follows: 
‘1. Germany says it will ‘accept’ our four- 

ic n peace points, but it will enter into discus- 
si ns ‘to agr^e upon practical details of the ap- 
ph-ation of those terms.’ Acceptance ‘to dis- 
cuss practical details’ is practically identical 
v h the acceptance ‘as a basis’ of the original 
Gf man note. Neither means anything in the 
m< ths of sharp and unscrupulous bargainers, i 
un- l backed up by definitions and guaranties. I 

“2. Germany will ‘comply with the condi- 
tions of the President with regard to evac- 
uation.’ Of course she will—if she is allowed 
to do so. She will withdraw to her own borders 
in leisure and safety the armies which Foch is 
now hurling thither and depriving of guns, of 
prisoners and of morale. She will escape the 
military trap by diplomacy. 

“3. Germany assures the President that ‘the 
present German government,’ whose authority 
he challenged, represents the reichstag and 
‘speaks in the name of the German people.’ 
What else could it say? Would it disown its 
own authority? Yet the country and tlm world 
saw the moves by which Chancellor Max was ap- 
pointed. not by the German people, but by the 
kaiser in the old autocratic way 

The distrust with which the general public re- 
garded Germany’s latest move was reflected in 
hundreds of editorials printed in all parts of 

of the present military supremacy of the armies 
of the United States and of the allies in the 
field. 

“He feels confident that he can safely assume 
that this will also be the judgment and the de- 
cision of the allied governments. 

“The president feels that it is also his duty 
fo add that neither the government of the 
United States nor, he is quite sure, the govern- 
ments with which the government of the United 
States is associated as a belligerent will consent 
to consider an armistice so long as the armed 
forces of Germany continue the illegal and in- 
human practices which fhey still persist in. 

“At the very time that the German govern- 
ment approaches the government of the United 
States with proposals of peace its submarines 
are engaged in sinking passenger ships at sea, 
and not the ships alone, but the very boats in 
which their passengers and crews seek to make 
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the land. The demand for “unconditional sur- 
render” and guarantees of the military suprem- 
acy of the allies was practically unanimous. 
It was felt that any compromise or weakening 
toward the military monster which had out- 
raged civilization in an insane lust for conquest 
and world domination, would rob the allied gov- 
ernments of the fruits of victory in the hour of 
triumph. 

President Wilson’s Reply to Germany 
President Wilson’s reply, cabled from Wash- 

ington on October 14, follows: 
From the Secretary of State to theCharge 

d ’Affaires of Switzerland, ad interim, in charge 
of German interests in the United States : 

“Sir: In reply to the communication of the 
German government, dated the 12th instant, 
which you handed me today, I have the honor to 
request you to transmit the following answer: 

“The unqualified acceptance by the present 
German government and by a large majority of 
the German Reichstag of the terms laid down by 
the President of the United States of America :n 

his address to the Congress of the United States 
on the 8th of January, 1918, and in his subse- 
quent addresses, justifies the President in mak- 
ing a frank and direct statement of his decision 
with regard to the communications of the Ger- 
man government of the 8th and 12th of October 
1918. 

“It must be clearly understood that the pro- 
cess of evacuation and the conditions of an 

armistice are matters of which must be left to 
the judgment and advise of the military advisers 
of the government of the United States and the 
allied governments, and the President-feels it 
his duty to say that no arrangements can be ac- 

cepted by the government of the United States 
which does not provide absolutely satisfactory 
safeguards and guarantees of the maintenance 
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their way to safety; and in their present en- 
forced withdrawal from Flanders and France 
the German armies are pursuing a course of 

j wanton destruction which has always been re- 
I garded as in direct violation of the rules and 
practices of civilized warfare. 

“Cities and villages, if not destroyed, are be- 
ing stripped of all they contain not only, but of- 
ten of their very inhabitants. The nations as- 
sociated against Germany cannot be expected to 
agree to a cessation of arms while acts of in- 

| humanity, spoliation and desolation are being continued which they justly look upon with hor- 
ror and with burning hearts. 

“It is necessary, also, in order that there may be no possibility of misunderstanding, that the 
President should very solemnly call the atten- 
tion of the government of Germany to the lang- 
uage and plain intent of one of the terms of 
peace which the German government has now 
accepted. It is contained in the address of the 
President delivered at Mount Vernon on the 
Fourth of July last. It is as follows: 

The destruction of every arbitrary power anywhere that can separately, secretly and of its 
single choice disturb the peace of the world; 
or, if it cannot be presently destroyed, at least 
its reduction to virtual impotency. 

“The power which has hitherto controlled the German nation is of the sort here described. It is within the choice of the German nation to 
alter it. The President’s words just quoted na- 
turally constitute a condition precedent to 
peace, if peace is to come by the action of the 
German people themselves. 

“The President feels bound to say that the 
whole process of peace will, in his judgment, de- 
pend upon the definiteness arid the satisfactory character of the guarantees which can be given in this fundamental matter. It is indispensable that the governments associated against Ger- j 

many should know beyond a peradventure with 
whom they are dealing. 

“The President will make a separate reply to 
the royal and imperial government of Austria- 
Hungary. 

“Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my 
high consideration. 

(Signed) ROBERT LANSING.” 
It will thus be seen that the president in- 

formed the German government that peace will 
be dictated by the United States and the allies. 
It will also be noted that he rejected the Ger- 
man suggestion for the creation of a mixed com- 

mission to arrange for the evacuation of terri- 
tory invaded by the Germans. He also made 
plain the intention of the allies to reduce Pruss- 
ian militarism, with its power to disrupt the 
peace of the world, to a condition of virtual irn- 
potency. 

A sharp rebuke was administered to Germany 
for its violation of the rules and practices of 
civilized warfare even while asking for peace. 
Has the proud imperial German government be- 
come sufficiently humbled to accept this in a 
spirit of submission? If so, it would seem to 
indicate that the voice of the starving masses 
in Germany is becoming so clamorous for peace 
that the kaiser no longer dares to refuse their 
request. 

Gustaf bjoeston, newspaper correspondent, 
just returned to Norway after years spent in 
Germany, paints this description of conditions 
there: 

What misery have I not beheld in Germany 
dhring the last year of the war—old men and 
sick persons dying of slow starvation because 
the meat they received was unfit for human 
food; half-famished young boys dragged 
away from their homes to fight against strong, 
well-fed men; soldiers’ wives looking like live 
skeletons, for they never have the means to buy 
rationed foodstuffs, which can be spared them 
by the men.” 

It will be noted that the German note re- 
ceived on October 12 was signed by Solf, State 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, and not by Prince 
Maximilian, Imperial German Chancellor, who 
made the original peace proposal. Unofficial 
foreign dispatches have indicated the forced re- 
tirement of Maximilian who has been in office 
only a short time. However, it is difficult to 
ascertain just what is' transpiring behind the 
lines in Germany today. 

Will the German Emperor continue to fight, 
or will he bow to the uncompromising terms ex- 
pressed in President Wilson’s latest note? That 
is the question which the entire world is asking 
today. 

Will the German people rise up and force the 
abdication of the kaiser and the Crown Prince, 
is another question which presents itself. 

A separate reply to Austria-Hungary is being 
drafted by the President, according to Washing- 
ton reports. 

That the dual monarchy is threatened with 
dissolution, is indicated by foreign dispatches. 
One, dated October 10, stated that Count Theo- 
dore Batthyamyi, former minister of the Hun- 
garian cabinet, speaking at Budapest, had em- 

phasized the urgency of bringing about a sepa- 
ration between Hungary and Austria. 

DISASTROUS FOREST FIRES WIPE OUT 
MINNESOTA AND WISCONSIN TOWNS 

A large section of northeastern Minnesota and 
northern Wisconsin — a week ago a prosperous 
business and farming region — today is a smoul- 
dering ruin as the result of disastrous forest 
tires which swept that territory Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Although at present writing no accurate es- 
timate can be given of the loss of life, reports 
from all sections of the burned area indicate 
that nearly 1,000 persons either burned to death 
or were sutiocated in the dense volumes of 
smoke. At least 13,000 people were rendered 
homeless and 28 towns were either totally or 
partially destroyed. 

Ihe devastated section is nearly a hundred 
square miles in area. The fire burned right up 
to the outlying sections of the cities of Duluth 
and Superior, destroying nearly one hundred 
buildings in the former city and threatening the 
great shipyards in the latter. 

As far as can be learned, the property damage 
surpasses that caused by any of the historic 
fires of previous years which have swrept this 
region. The insurance companies are thus sud- 
denly confronted with the heaviest losses since 
the San Francisco conflagration. 

Refugees from the burned district say they 
were given but a moment’s warning before the 
fiery avalanche hurled itself across the country- side. Residents rushed into cellars and hud- 
dled together wherever a depression in the 
ground promised refuge from the fire. Frantic 
women plunged into lakes to escape the flames, standing in the icy waters for hours. Whole 
families were wiped out, and hundreds of set- 
tlers’ homes have been destroyed. Latest re- 
ports tell of rescue parties scouring the burned 
districts and bringing in many truck-loads of 
badly burned, half-starved settlers who escaped death and were found wandering about in a 
dazed condition. 

Ihe 28 towns destroyed in whole or in part 
are : Cloquet, Moose Lake, Kettle River, Lawler, 
Adolph, Munger, Five Corners, Harney, Grand 
Lake, Maple Grove, Twig, Barnum, Mathews, 
Atkinson, French River, Clifton, Carleton, 
Brookston, Preavator, Pike Lake, Pine Hill, 
Kalavala, onald, Salo, Split Rock, Automba 
and Warra; also the outlying portions of 
Duluth. 


