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MILITARY AUTHORITY UNDER CIVIL 
CONTROL IN GERMANY 

Socialists Demanding Republic 
A t -i gn dispatches are agreed in stating 

hat t »*i\ il and political upheaval is taking 
plact Germany. Its extent can be judged 

1 
m t icial and unofficial reports emanating 

cm izerland, Sweden, Holland and other 
tutral untries. That the situation is of the 

haracter can scarcely be doubted, and 
1 not be surprising if the German Imper- 

1 Government should tumble at any time like 
house of blocks. 
Dispatches from The Hague, of October 25, 

i ated that the independent socialists and work- 
ing class all over the empire were demanding 

at a republican form of government should be 
s bstituted for the monarchy. 

Another dispatch, of the same date, stated 
that an enormous crowd had assembled in front 

>f the reichstag building in Berlin, calling for 
e abdication of Emperor William. An asso- 

ciated Press dispatch, of October 28, declared 
that Emperor William had no intention of ab- 
dicating but was said to have remarked, “I will 
not abandon my sorely tried people, but, if ne- 

cessary, I am willing to become something like 
hereditary president of a German republic, like 
the kings of England, Belgium and Italy.” 

On October 27, a foreign dispatch stated that 
the German reichstag, by a great majority, had 
adopted a bill placing the military command of 
Germany under control of the civil government. 
The following day, press dispatches stated that 
General Ludendorff had resigned as first quar- 
termaster general, for the reason that the mili- 
tary authorities had beep placed under civilian 
control. 

One significant fact is that Liebknecht, Ditt- 
man and other socialist leaders have been re- 

leased from prison where they had b.een confined 
for political opposition to the German govern- 
ment. The same crowd which demanded Em- 
peror William’s abdication is said to have 
hoisted Liebknecht into a vehicle filled with 
flowers, in a frenzy of excitement. Amid wild 
cheers, he declared, “The people’s hour has ar- 
rived ! 

Wilson’s Reply To Germany 
We herev ^present President Wilson s reply 

*pailLU!* of State, Oct. 28, 1918.—Sir: J 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your note of the 22d transmitting a communi- 
cation under date of the 20th from the German 
government and to advise you that the Presi- 
dent has instructed me to reply thereto as fol- 
lows : 

“Having received the solemn and explicit as- 

surance of the German government that it un- 

reservedly accepts the terms of peace l'aid down 
in his address to the Congress of the United 
States on the 8th of January, 1918, and the prin- 
ciples of settlement enunciated in his subse- 
quent addresses, particularly the address of the 
27tli of September, and that it desires to discuss 
the details of their application and that this 
wish and purpose emanated, not from those who 
have hitherto dictated German policy and con- 
ducted the present war on Germany’s behalf, 
but from ministers who speak for the majority 
of the reichstag and for an overwhelming major- 
ity of the German peoples; and having received 
also the explicit promise of the present German 
government that the humane rules of civilized 
warfare will be observed both on land and sea 

by the German armed forces, the President of 
the United States feels that he cannot decline 
to take up with the governments with which the 
government of the United States is associated j the question of an armistice. 

“He deems it his duty to say again, however, 
'that the only armistice he would feel justified in 
submitting for consideration would be one 
which should leave the United States and the 
powers associated with her in a position to en- 

force any arrangements that may be entered in- 
to and to make a renewal of hostilities on the 
part of Germany impossible. 

The President has, therefore, transmitted his 
correspondence with the present German au- 
thorities to the governments with which the 
government of the United States is associated 
as a belligerent, with the suggestion that, if | those governments are disposed to effect peace I 
upon the terms and principles indicated, their j 
military advisers and the military advisers of j 
the United States be asked to submit to the 
governments associated against Germany the 
necessary terms of such an armistice as will ful- 
ly protect the interests of the people involved 
and insure to the associated governments the 
unrestricted power to safeguard and enforce the 
details of the peace to which the German gov- 
ernment has agreed, provided they deem such 
an armistice possible from the military point of 
view. 

“Should such terms of armistice be sug- 
gested, their acceptance by Germany will afford 
the best concrete evidence of her unequivocal 
acceptance of the terms and principles of peace 
from which the whole action proceeds. 

“The President would deem himself lacking 
in candor did he not point out in the frankest 
possible terms the reason why extraordinary 
safeguards must be demanded. Significant and 
important as the constitutional changes seem to 
be which are spoken of b> the German foreign 
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secretary in his note of the 20th of October, it 
does not appear that the principle of a govern- 
ment responsible to the German people has yet 
been fully worked out or that any guaranties 
either exist or are in contemplation that the al- 
terations of principle and of practice now par- 
tially agreed upon will be permanent. 

“Moreover, it does not appear that the heart 
of the present difficulty has been reached. It 
may be that future wars have been brought un- 

der the control of the German people, but the 
present war has not been; and it is with the pre- 
sent war that we are dealing. 

“It is evident that the German people have no 

means of commanding the acquiescence of the 
military authorities of the empire in the popular 
will; that the power of the King of Prussia to 
control the policy of the empire is unimpaired; 
that the determining initiative still remains 
with those who have hitherto been the masters 
of Germany. 

“Feeling that the whole peace of the world 
depends now on plain speaking and straightfor- 
ward action, the President deems it his duty to 
say, without any attempt to soften what may 
seem harsh words, that the nations of the world 
do not and cannot trust the word of those who 
have hitherto been the masters of German pol- 
icy, and to point out once more that, in conclud- 
ing peace and attempting to undo the infinite 
injuries and injustices of this war, the govern- 
ment of the United States cannot deal with any 
but veritable representatives of the German peo- 
ple, who have been assured of a genuine con- 
stitutional standing as the real rulers of Ger- 
many. 

“If it must deal with the military masters 
and the monarchical autocrats of Germany now, 
or if it is likely to have to deal with them later 
in regard to the international obligations of the 
German Empire, it must demand, not peace ne- 

gotiations, but surrender. Nothing can be 
gained by leaving this essential thing unsaid. 

“Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my 
high consideration. 

ROBERT LANCING. 
Mr. Frederick Oederlin, Charge 

D’Affaires of Switzerland.” 

Germany’s Rejoinder 
On October 28, the following brief rejoinder 

from Germany was received: 
“The German government has taken cogniz- 

ance of the answer of the President of the 
United States. 

“The President is aware of the far-reaching 
changes which have been carried out and are 

being carried out in the German constitutional 
structure, and that peace negotiations are being 
conducted by a people’s government in whose 
hands rests, both actually and constitutionally, 
the power to make the deciding conclusions. 
The military powers are also subject to it. 

“The German government now awaits pro- 
posals for an armistice, which shall be the first 
step toward a just peace as the President has 
described it in his proclamation. 

“SOLF.” 

| According to Washington dispatches, the 
president is expected to make no further reply 
to Germany, but to lay the correspondence be- 
fore the allied governments and it is thought 
that hereafter the cobelligerents will act in con- 

cert. 
Arthur Brisbane, one of the best-known edi- 

torial writers in the United States, writing in 
the Chicago Herald and Examiner, says: 

4 4 Some of the wise Frenchmen think Germany 
will fight for a while in preference to an abso- 
lute surrender, the only solution the allies will 

| accept. ****** 
4 4 If Russia could find confident leaders, as the 

French did in their revolution, a serious prob- 
lem might develop. * * * * * A member of the 
cabinet said, not long ago,'to this writer, ‘If the 
Germans could organize and use the power of 
Russia the war might last ten years longer.’ 

“Fortunately, Austria and Turkey are break- 
ing. The Germans are freeing from prison 
Liebkneeht and others opposed to the kaiser. A 
German republic seems to be hatching, and that 
ought to mean peace. 

* * * * * 

“One trouble with Germany appears to be 
bankruptcy, or something near it. A man is 
bankrupt when the interest on what he owes ex- 
ceeds his income. Interest on the German gov- 
ernment debt, according to financial owls, ex- 
ceeds the income of the German government. 
That makes the outlook very gloomy for those 
who expect to get back their principal. 

“During the past three months, the German 
Imperial Bank printing press has turned out 
4,000,000,000 marks in new paper money, but 
paper money is not money unless something is 
back of the paper.” 

AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EMPIRE CRUMBLES 

Disintegration of the Austrian empire from 
within is taking definite form. For a long time 
foreign dispatches have intimated a rising tide 
of discontent and revolution in the dual mon- 
archy, but so long as these gave no outward in- 
dication of materialization, the American public 
was inclined to regard them with considerable 
skeptiatsm. 

Within the past three weeks, however, events 
of far reaching import have been transpiring, 
thus denoting the rapid crystallization of senti- 
ment among the peoples of Germany’s strongest 
ally. 

That Austria-Hungary is now practically 
eliminated from active participation in the 
world war may be regarded with considerable 
assurance. Foreign dispatches of October 17 
stated that at a meeting of the Hungarian par- 
liament, a proclamation had been read declaring 
Hungary would be an independent state, and 
adding that henceforth there would be only a 

personal union between Austria and Hungary. 
On October 18, Emperor Charles issued a 

proclamation declaring Austria “must become, 
in conformity with the will of its people, a con- 
federate state in which each nationality shall 
form, in the territory which it occupies, its own 
local autonomy.” 

A staggering blow was given the Hapsburg 
dynasty on October 19, when Bohemia, the great 
Czecho-Slavok state, disdained the emperor’s 
offer of federalization and autonomy and pro- 
claimed itself an independent republic. In this 
step she was joined by Moravia and the people 
of Slovak, occupying the mountainous portion of 
Hungary east of Moravia. These states occupy 
the northwestern portion of Austria, jutting out 
into Germany, by which Bohemia is bounded on 
the west and north. The erection of this 
Czecho-Slovak state therefore means a barrier 
between Germany and her Austrian allies on the 
south. 

The people of Bohemia and Moravia waited 
for the psychological moment in which to throw 
off the galling rule of the Austrian government. 
Had such a move been made eighteen months 
ago, it would, in all possibility, have meant na- 
tional suicide, as it would have exposed these 
states to attack from both sides; but now, if 
indicates the crumbling of the Austro-Hungar- 
ian empire. 

Later dispatches state that the Serbs, Slov- 
enes and Crotians, through their representatives 
at Agram, also have declared a new democratic 
state, based on blood ties, and have rejected the 
plan of Emperor Charles for the division of 
territories. 

According to Swiss dispatches, the German 
and Austrian deputies at Vienna have set up a 

government to be known as the German state 
of Austria with the object of uniting the Ger- 
manic races in Austria and to take part in ne- 
gotiations for peace. 

Austria’s Reply 
The Austrian reply to President Wilson, sent 

on October 28 through the Swedish government, 
follows: 

“In reply to the note of President Wilson of 
the 19th of this month, addressed to the Austro- 
Hungarian government, and giving the decision 
of the president to speak directly with the Aus- 
tro-Hungarian government on the question of 
an armistice and of peace, the Austro-Hungar- 
ian government has the honor to declare that 
equally with the preceding proclamations of the 
president it adheres also to the same point of 
view contained in the last note upon the rights 
of the Austro-Hungarian peoples, especially 
those of the Czeclio-Slovaks and the Jugo-Slavs. 

Consequently, Austria-Hungary accepting all 
the conditions the president has laid down for 
the entry into negotiations for an armistice and 
peace, no obstacle exists, according to the judg- 
ment of the Austro-Hungarian government, to 
the beginning of these negotiations. 

The Austro- Hungarian government declares 
itself ready in consequence, without awaiting 
the result of other negotiations, to enter into 
negotiations upon peace between Austria-Hun 
gary and the states in the opposing group and 
for an immediate armistice upon all Austro- 
Hungarian fronts. 

“It asks President Wilson to be so kind as to 
begin overtures on this subject.” 

The Austrian note is dated Oct. 28 at Vienna 
and is signed by Count Julius Andrassy, the 
new foreign minister. 

Austria-Hungary Asks For Immediate 
Suspension of Arms 

Since the above was prepared for publication, 
a remarkable personal note, dated October 29, 
has been received by Secretary of State Lansing 
from Count Andrassy, the new Austro-Hungar- 
ian foreign minister. 

The text of Count Andrassy’s note, accord- 
ing to Vienna dispatches, has been telegraphed 
to the French, English, Japanese and Italian 
governments, “begging their approbation and 
support of the Austrian proposals to President 
Wilson.” 

Count Andrassy’s note, as received here by 
way of Switzerland, reads as follows: 

“Immediately after assuming the office of 
foreign minister, I sent an official response to 
your note of October 18. 

“In it you will see that we accept all points 
of the program proposed by the President of the 
United States. 

“ In a different declaration we align ourselves 
entirely with the efforts of the President to 
prevent new wars by the organization of a fam- 
ily of peoples. 

“We have taken measures by which the peo- 
ple of Austria-Hungary can decide their future 
organization in all freedom according to their 
own rights. 

“Since the Emperor-King Charles took over 
the government he has always busied himself 
with the efforts to force an end to the war. 

£ £ T oday, more than ever, it is the wish of the 
sovereign and of all peoples of Austria-Hungary 
to speed that end. 

£I am persuaded that we can only develop in 
a peaceful world, sheltered from the troubles, 
privations and misfortunes of war. 

£ £ I address myself directly to you, Mr. Secre- 
tary of State, begging you to be good enough 
to act with the President of the United States 
that, in the interest of humanity, as well as tBat 
of the inhabitants of Austria-Hungary, a sus- 
pension of arms be immediately accorded and 
followed by an opening of peace negotiations.” 

By way of comment, the Chicago Herald and 
Examiner remarks: 

“ Count Andrassy is taking an unprecedented 
action by addressing himself directly to Secre- 
tary of State Lansing instead of sending his 
note through a neutral intermediary. 

“The transmission of his note direct to the allied governments and his plea that they sup- port the Austrian* proposals also violate all di- 
plomatic customs. 


