
LOCAL ITEMS 
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In response to the government warning and 
appeal, recently issued, Christmas buying is 
starting about one month earlier this year than 
ever before, the October business of Zion De- 
partment Stores having been much larger than 
the corresponding month last year, largely on 

this account. The gift stock of the stationery, 
dry goods and other departments is more com- 

plete now than it will be any time between this 
time and Christmas, as the line will become 
more or less depleted and the stores will be prac- 
tically unable to obtain merchandise for this 
purpose at a later date. The public is urged to 
call and make their selections now in order to 
avoid disappointment. Owing to government 
regulations, no extra clerks may be employed 
during the Christmas work more than the usual 
Saturday force. Moreover, the stores will be 
open only the three last nights before Christ- 
mas—Saturday, Monday and Tuesday—instead 
of ten nights as has been customary in previous 
years. 

Zion Creamery has found it necessary to ad- 
vance the price of milk to 14 cents per quart, 
the same price now charged in Waukegan and 
Chicago. While the price has increased from 
12 cents in June to 14 cents at the present time, 
the price per hundred to farmers has more than 
doubled in the same period, having been $2 per 
hundred in June while now it is over $4. The 
Creamery is installing several thousand dollars 
worth of new machinery which will effect a de- 
cided saving in time, labor and expense. 

A considerable number of furnaces have been 
placed in the homes of Zion people, this Fall, by 
the Zion Heating, Plumbing and Sheet Metal 
Department, and other furnace orders are wait- 
ing to be filled as quickly as possible. The busi- 
ness of this institution has been very heavy ever 
since its removal into the new brick building on 

Elijah avenue which it now aecupies. Enough 
business is contracted ahead to last for the next 
two months. 

We call attention to the extremely low prices 
quoted elsewhere in this paper, on the book 
entitled “The Present Great World Crisis”; al- 
so the tract, “The Terrible Things That Are 
.Now Being Recorded in the Newspapers, and 
the Literal Fulfillment of Many Bible Proph- 
ecies.” Just think of getting 500 books of 122 
pages each for $5.00—one cent each; or, 600 
tracts for $5.00—less than one cent each. This 
simply is equivalent to giving them away. But 
we are calling upon Zion members and friends 
everywhere, to take hold of these books and 
tracts dealing with the imminent appearing of 
Christ, and spread them broadcast by the hun- 
dreds in order that the people of the world may 
be warned of the times in which they are living. 

A decision having been rendered, on Novem- 
ber 4, by the state fuel administrator, that the 
Zion Fuel Yards are the legal successors of the 
J. D. Johnson Lumber and Coal Company, hav- 
ing purchased the business over a year ago, they 
have been granted the privilege of handling the 
allotment of hard coal due the people of Zion 
City and vicinity. 

Six Mango-wurtzels produced by Edgar 
Brooks, of 2904 Ezekiel avenue, have a total 
weight of 95 pounds. The largest weighs 19 
pounds, and after the leaves were cut off meas- 
ured 32 inches from top to tip of root. Many in 
the patch, in which these were raised, weigh 15 
pounds each. 

Zion Candy Factory is running overtime to 
meet the volume of business. Heavy additional j orders are being received and every effort will 
be exerted to satisfy customers. This institu- 
tion did the largest business in October of any 
month in its history. 

We draw attention to the fact that the rates 
on classified advertisements in The' Theocrat 
have been increased, as shown at the head of the 
column devoted to that purpose, this having be- 
come necessary because of increased cost of 
publication. 

The October business of Zion Baking Indus- 
try exceeded the best previous month’s business 
of that institution by over $22,000. An extra 
night shift is running and every effort is being 
made to handle the volume of business prompt. 
ly and efficiently. The office has been enlarged 
and the force of coworkers much increased. 

i 
Mrs. Sarah Grafton and son, Oliver Rupp, ! 

have arrived in Zion City from Winamac, In- ! 
diana, and have taken rooms in The Bethel. 

Mr. John Dow, Jr. visited over Saturday and 
Lord’s Day with his father, Deacon John Dow. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gustave Olsen and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hilmar Carlson, all of Evanston, Illinois, were 

among the number received into fellowship in 
Shiloh Tabernacle at the Lord’s Day afternoon 
service. 

George P. Melin, of Indiana, visited, last I 
week, with his mother, Mrs. V. 0. Melin, of Zion ! 
Home, and his sister, Mrs. James J.'Craig, of I 
2702 Bethel boulevard. 

Privates Ralph Scharff, Ed Sweeney, Escar j 
Booth and Clarence Tollefson, Zion young men 

stationed at Camp Grant, Illinois, were home i 
over Saturday and Lord’s Day on furlough, j 

Mr. Fred Stern, of Cape Town, South Africa, { 
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attended services in Shiloh Tabernacle on 
Lord’s Day. 

Will Conner has rented the Fred Davis farm 
of 95 acres, and is doing Fall plowing for the 
Spring seeding of wheat. 

Mr. J. Y. Warren, of Geraldine, Montana, was 
the guest this week of Mrs. Frank Hough,and 
daughter, Violet, of 3026 Gabriel avenue. 

Zion Apron and Handkerchief Factory has 
taken up the manufacture of flannelette gar- 
ments, something never before undertaken by 
this institution. 

Zion Office Supply did a larger business, by 
nearly $1,000, in October, than in any previous 
month in its history. 

Miss Anna Bark has taken employment in the 
bindery department of Zion Printing and Pub- 
lishing House. 

Mr. Gladstone Riehl has taken employment as 

press feeder in Zion Printing and Publishing 
House. 

Zion Department Stores is being given a new 
coat of paint by the W. C. R. Company. 

Mrs. Fred Lippold, of Aurora, Illinois, was a 

visitor in Zion City last week. 

Mr. .Edgar Leech and family have moved 
from 3117 Elim avenue to 3011 Emmaus avenue. 

William Johnston and family have moved 
from 2211 Elisha avenue to 2320 Gilboa avenue. 

Mrs. Lou Lush has moved from 2600 Elim ave- 
nue to 2920 Elisha avenue. 

Mr. Albert Hillam and family have moved to 
2211 Elisha avenue. 

— 

I 

CHANGE IN SUGAR ALLOTMENT 

On account of the Western beet crop being 
manufactured rapidly and the new crop of 
Louisiana cane sugar coming into the market, 
and on account of considerable gains in supplies 
by reduction in the consumption^ of sugar and 
the patriotic conservation by the consumers 

during the past four months, we are able to an- 
nounce an increase in sugar allotments to three 
pounds per person per month for household pur- 
poses and three pounds for every ninety meals 
for hotels, restaurants and public eating places. 

This increase makes good the Food Adminis- 
tration’s promise to increase the householder’s 
allowance of sugar at the earliest possible mo- 
ment that our supplies would justify and make 
it possible for the householder to more freely use 
the winter fruits and to use the fruits canned 
during the summer without sugar. 

The consumers in the cities may receive two 
weeks’ supply for the entire household and the 
rural and farm householders may receive one 
month’s supply at a time 

0. W. FARLEY, 
Food Administrator 

for Benton Township. 

News of the World 
(Continued from First Page) 

“Why should we go back to the old days, 
even when the present menace of influenza has 
disappeared ? Chicago has been practically the 
only great city which has permitted it up to 
now. Resume smoking on the cars and elevfded 
and spitting and coughing recommences, spread- 
ing disease germs. If spitting and coughing 
are not busy spreading inliuenza, they are busy- 
spreading something else. There will be other 
epidemics in Chicago and why not get the 
jump on them now. 

“Chicago has learned for the first time that 
pneumonia is contagious. Are we going to let 
Chicago forget it, when every year we have 
given 4,000 lives to pneumonia V Are the thou- 
sands who have died in the present epidemic to 
die in vain? No! Go back to smoking on 

cars and we go back to disease. 
“Every person I have talked to is against 

going back to the old plan. The motormen are 

praying that we do not permit smoking in street 
car vestibules again. Women who have had to 
drag their skirts through the mess of a front 
platform are praying too, that the ban remain 
in force.” 

COAL SITUATION IMPROVED 

It is announced from Washington that three 
and one-half million tons of coal have been 
saved in the last six months by industrial power 
plants which have adopted the conservation re- 

commendations of the fuel administration. 
It is claimed that a national saving of twenty- 

five million tons, annually, is possible by uni- 
versal adoption of these recommendations. 
Some plants have reported to the fuel adminis- 
tration a saving of coal amounting to as high as 
25 per cent, while the average saving runs from 
10 to 15 per cent. 

Reports from all parts of the country indicate 
that the people of the United States are ap- 
proaching the winter season with a good deal 
more coal in their bins than at this time last 
year, owing to the insistent warnings of the fuel 
administration during the Spring, Summer and 
Fall1. The estimated average in consumers’ 
bins at this time is 51 per cent. 

A high production rate of both soft and hard 
coal has been maintained, so far, during the coal 
year. For the first nine months of the calendar 
year of 1918, soft coal production was 36,000,000 
tons above the same period in 1917, this being 
made up chiefly during July, August and Sep- 
tember. 

It would -thus seem that there is but little 
likelihood of a repetition of last year’s coal 
shortage unless a series of misfortunes occur to 
prevent production and distribution, such as a 

widespread epidemic, unusually heavy snows or 

general strikes. 

EXACT FIGURES OF FOURTH LIBERTY 
LOAN 

Total subscriptions to the Fourth liberty loan, 
it is now announced from Washington, 
amounted to $6,866,416,300, this being sub- 
scribed by more than 21,000,000 individuals. 
The entire oversubscription of $866,416,300 will 
be accepted and applied to reducing the size of 
the Fifth loan, to be offered in the Spring, un- 
less recalled. 

In a financial sense, this oversubscription 
showed that the country’s supply of credit is 
greater than even the more optimistic observers 
had realized. At the same time, there has been 
a closer restriction of credit in stock market 
operations. This is explained by the fact that 
while there is no doubt of the ability of the 
financial structure of the country to meet the 
task which the war is still imposing upon it, the 
financial machinery could not function as it 

i should in meeting national needs if funds were 
allowed to flow without restraint into non-essen- 
tial speculation. 

SHIPBUILDING 
Chairman Hurley stated, on October 30, that 

the prospective total tonnage of ships turned 
out in 1918 will be around 3,200,000. 

The shipping board will have eventually more 
wooden ships than it knows what to do with. 
Of the 600 wooden ships contracted for, 287 
have been launched and 71 are in service. 

Wooden ships have been found impracticable 
for overseas service because they cannot carry 
enough coal for the round trip and there is no 
coal available in Europe. Consequently, all the 
wooden ships must be used in the coastwise and 
Latin-American service, and experts say that 
400 will be more than enough for these routes. 

The United. States shipping board has cancel- 
led its contract with the Bethlehem Steel Cor- 
poration for a $60,000,000 shipbuilding plant at 
Alameda, California, the officials explaining 
that the plant could not be completed before the 
period of its usefulness would have passed. 

Extensions to the New York Shipbuilding 
Company’s yard at Camden, New Jersey, pre- 
viously ordered by the United States shipping 
board to meet the war department’s need for 
transports, w6re ordered cancelled, on October 
30. 

NEW PLAN FOR GOVERNMENT CONTROL 
OF NEWSPRINT 

Government control of the newsprint paper 
industry, by which paper will be distributed to 
all newspapers in the country to protect the 
smaller newspapers, is under consideration by 
Chairman Baruch of the war industries board. 

Operation of paper mills by the government 
is not contemplated, but, under the tentative 
plan now being work out, the entire newsprint 
output of the country would be 
cording to each newspaper’s 

It is considered probable that the new plan, 
if accepted, will supercede the present restric- 
tion of the use of newsprint which reduced the 
news space in daily newspapers 15 per cent and 
Sunday editions, 20 per cent. 

REMARKABLE DEVELOPMENT OF 
AMERICAN DYE INDUSTRY 

Thomas F. Logan, writing in Leslie’s, says: 
“America will never again depend upon Ger- 

many for potash. That is but one of the satis- 
fying assurances recently given of the progress 
of the chemical industry since the outbreak of 
the European war. The remarkable success of 
American chemists and chemical manufacturers 
in developing the dyestuffs industry when Ger- 
man sources were shut off is strikingly shown in 
a report issued by the tariff: commission. In 
1914 Germany had a virtual monopoly in dyes 
derived from coal tar. In 1917, eighty-one 
American firms produced from American ma- 

terials coal-tar dyes equivalent in total weight 
to the annual imports before the war. While 
seven Americaja firms had manufactured dyes 
from imported German products before the war, 
in 1917, 190 American firms were engaged in 
this work and turned out 54,000,000 pounds, 
valued at $69,000,000. Dr. Charles H. Herty of 
the American Chemical association declares that 
America now leads the world in volume of pro- 
duction and holds her own in quality.” 

ARGENTINA CONTEMPLATES 
HARNESSING IGAZU FALLS 

Restriction of exports, as a result of the war, 
has caused Argentina to seek the development 
of its own natural resources. 

A dispatch from Buenos Aires says that a 

proposal now receiving a great amount of pub- 
licity and general approval in the newspapers 
of that country is the suggestion made by the 
minister of agriculture that the government 
build an electric power plant at the Igazu Falls, 
which, he says, would solve the fuel problem for 
the republic, open up vast regions of rich re- 
sources which are now dormant for lack of 
transportation facilities, and bring Argentina 
and Brazil closer together commercially by 
means of an electric railroad. 

It is claimed that this power plant would do 
more than any other one thing toward develop- 
ing shipping in Argentina, as it would open up 
the rich pine forests and provide smelters for 
reducing the limonite which is found in large 


