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Great World Signs Preceding Christ’s 
Second Coming 

(C. B. W.) 
In an address in Shiloh Tabernacle, last Lord’s 

Day afternoon, Apostle Willis F. Jordan dwelt 
upon the ominous signs all around us in the 
world today pointing to the Second Coming of 
Christ. The address in full, in all probability, 
will appear in Leaves of Healing at a later date. 
He said in part: 

The Bible tells us of many great world signs 
which were and are ushering in the Lord’s Sec- 
ond Coming. It is within your province and 
mine to be able to observe these signs. 

No great epochal event ever occurred or ever 

will occur in the world’s history which was not 
revealed to the servants of God through His 
holy prophets. In Amos 3 :7 we find these words: 

Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He re- 

vealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets. 
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In Revelation 3:22 we read: 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith unto the churches. 

So it is possible for God’s true Church to know 
the signs of the Lord’s Second Coming and to 
know where we are on the stream of time. As 
some wise men were enabled to observe the signs 
portending the birth of Christ, likewise those who 
study to know God’s Word may recognize the 
signs of His reappearing. 

Luke 2:25-32 is an historical account of a 

revelation made to Simeon at the end of the Jew- 
ish dispensation that he should not see death till 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ: 

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon; and the same man was 

just and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 
that he should not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. 

And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for Him after the custom of the law, 

Then took he Him up in his arms, and blessed 
God, and said, 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace, according to Thy word: 

For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people; 
ligh io gh e he Gentiles, and the glory of 

Thy people Israel 

ir he clays of Arael (I Chronicles 12:32) and 
in tli- days of it A! do-Persian empire ^Esther 
1:13 ■ h- re .err v\ <se men who understood the 
times. 

It is made plain in the Word of God that Chris- 
tians are not to be in darkness about the Lord’s 
Coming; but to the apostasy He will come as a 

thief in the night. 
I Thessalonians 5:1-4: 
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye 

have no need that I write unto you. 
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of 

the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then 

sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child; and they shall not 
escape. 

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that 
day should overtake you as a thief. 

In reference to the Time of the End, we find 
these words in Daniel 12:10: 

Many shall be purified, and made white, and | 
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none 
of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall 
understand. 

j In Matthew 16:1-4 it is shown that the hypo- 
crites, the wicked and adulterous shall not be able 
to discern the signs of the times: 

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and 
tempting, desired Him that He would shew them a 
sign from heaven. 

He answered and said unto them, When it is 
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather; for the sky 
is red. 

And in the morning, It will be foul weather to- 
day; for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypo- 
crites! ye can discern the face of the sky; but can 
ye not discern the signs of the times? 

A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh af- 
ter a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto 
it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And He 
left them, and departed. 

The Sadducees were materialists. Their whole 
thought was to eat, drink and be merry. Like 
untold numbers of their counterparts today, they professed to believe that when they died that 
would be the end of their existence and that there 
would be no resurrection and no judgment. 
Cynical and wise in their own conceits, they feared neither God nor man. 

To all such, no sign was or is given; but to 
the humble servant of God who takes his Bible 
and says, “Lord, I do not know anything, but 
help me to understand,” the signs of the times 
portending the Second Coming of Christ are to 
be made manifest. The multitudes will rush on, 
too busy with the things of the world to observe 
them. As in the days of Noah, the world will be 
given over to voluptuousness, eating and drink- 
ing, and an existence of gayety and pleasure. 

Matthew 24:37-39— 

But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the 
coming of the Pon of Man be. 

For as in the days that were before the flood, 
they were eatinp and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, un il the day Miat Noah entered into 
the ark, 

And knew not until the flood came and took them 
all away; so shall alsw the coming of the Son of 
Man be. 

The great and terrible Day of the Lord, fol- 
lowing the Rapture, is to be seven years long, 
and during that time all the dire judgments out- 
lined in Matthew 24 and Revelation, chapters 6 
to 19 inclusive, are to come upon the earth, one 

after another beside which the awful catas- 

trophies which have befallen Europe within the 
last four and one-half years will be a mere fore- 
taste, and during which people will die of plague, 
famine and pestilence by the multiplied millions, 
until the earth will be cleansed of the Devil’s 
spawn. 

The signs of the Second Coming are great and 
marvelous, covering years of invention and pro- 
gress. 

In the “Day of His Preparation” there are to 

be automobiles, airships and other wonderful 
methods of swift travel, as shown in Nahum 
2;3, 4_ 

The shield of his mighty men is made red, the 
valiant men are in scarlet: the chariots shall be 
with flaming torches in the day of His preparation, 
and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken. 

The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall 
jostle one against another in the broad ways: they 
shall seem like torches, they shall run like the 

lightnings. 
The signs of the Second Coming will affect 

and involve the entire world—not merely one 

country or continent—and include the events of 
the last seven years after the true saints of God 
have been caught up in the Rapture, thus escap- 
ing the Great Tribulation, and during which the 
earth will travail as a woman with child, culmin- 
ating in the coming of Christ in glory to begin 
His Millennial reign. 

The great world signs of His Second Coming, 
which all may see and all of which are foretold 
in the Bible, are as follows: 

In Daniel 12:4 we have what may be called the 
Literature sign. 

But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal 
the book, even to the time of the end; many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 

In the last fifty or one hundred years the dis- 
semination of knowledge has been greater than 
in all the fifty-five hundred years since the 
world’s creation. Never before were there so 

many books, magazines, newspapers and so much 
reading matter of all kinds as at the present time; 
never so many schools, colleges and other insti- 
tutions of learning as now. Why did we not 
have wireless telegraphy and all the other marvel- 
ous discoveries before, which have come to light 
in the past century? Because we are coming up 
to the “Time of the End.” 

And with all the increase of knowledge, there 
is more teaching about the Second Coming of the 
Lord than at any time since the days of the first 
apostles, so that the world will have the oppor- 
tunity to see the pointing of the hands on the face 
of God’s dial. God is revealing these things to 

give humanity a chance to be ready for Christ’s 
Coining and to escape the last seven years. 

The second sign, also, is found in Daniel 12:4 
—“Many shall run to and fro.” We shall call 
it the Locomotion sign. 

These are the days of universal travel in all 
lands under the sun—travel bv sea and travel 
under the sea; travel by land and travel in the 
air. Why are autos, airships, the lightning ex- 

press and the submarine reserved for this time? 
—it is the “Day of His Preparation.” In spite 
of greatly increased cost of travel, the mad rush 
goes on as never before. Truly, the chariots 
rage in the streets; they run hither and thither 
like lightning and their lamps gleam like torches. 

In Matthew 24:7 we have the sign of Earth- 
quakes and Tidal Waves. 

For nation shall rise against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

There have been more earthquakes in the last 
fifty years than ever before in the world’s history 
and scarcely a month passes by, but that we read 
in the papers of tremors or upheavels in some 

part of the earth. Great tidal waves form in the 
sea and roll in upon the inhabitants of the land. 
Scientists say that the seat of earthquakes and 
storm troubles is in the ocean bed, thus indicating 
that all nature groans in sympathy with the cal- 
amities that are coming upon the earth in the 
birth-pangs of the new age. 

The fourth sign is the Plague or Pestilential 
sign, also found in Matthew 24:7. 

Some intimation of the world-wide sweep of 
the plagues coming upon the earth in the first 
half of the seven-year period is seen in the effects 
of the Spanish influenza which has reaped a 

tremendous death toll in every land. In Bom- 
bay, India, 14,000 people died of it. In Johan- 
nesburg, South Africa, the epidemic raged like a 

prairie fire and vast numbers of people were 

stricken down. In Bogota, South America, there 
were 70,000 cases at one time, while in Paris the 
death rate of the city more than doubled. All 
over our own land the death rate has been enor- 

mous, and now we read that the Esquimaux in 
the remote northern regions of Alaska have not 

escaped. All world signs of the Second Coming 
must be world-wide in their scope, else they will 
not serve as a warning to the entire world. 

But are the people in this godless age turning 
to Christ and repenting of sin as a -esult of all 
this mourning and sorrow? No sooner is the 
quarantine lifted than it is, “Hurrah, come on 
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and have a good time.” The “movies,” the cab- 
arets and the dance halls are thrown wide open, 
and instead of going to the House of God to ren- 

der thanks forv deliverance for themselves and 
loved ones they go to the theater and the house 
of revelry. 

The fifth sign is the Hunger or Starvation 
sign—Matthew 24:7; also Revelation 6:5, 6: 

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard 
the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, 
and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a 

pair of balances in his hand. 
And I heard a voice in the midst of the four 

beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and 
three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou 
hurt not the oil and the wine. 

! Do you see that map? (holding up a map en- 

titled, “The Hunger Map of Europe,” which ap- 
peared in the Chicago Tribune of November 15.) 
That is an awful picture. There you see the ter- 
rible ravages of famine and starvation right now 
in this present time. The vast black portions 
are the districts where famine prevails and the 
dotted partS are places where there is only a 
limited amount of food. Hundreds of thousands 
have died of starvation and countless multitudes 
will die this winter unless relief is provided very 
quickly. 

According to the statements of two American 
! prisoners who have escaped from Austria-Hun- 
gary, one million people are starving in that coun- 

try right now. In Poland, all children under 
nine years of age have died of starvation, besides 
millions of older people. Since the war began 
millions of people have starved to death in the 
entire world. 

President Wilson has stated his intention of 
feeding the peoples of Europe, and according to 
the latest estimates it is up to America, now that 
hostilities have ceased, to provide food for three 
hundred twenty million people besides our own. 
Can we do it? 

And all these things are but the beginning of 
sorrows. 

A year ago last summer, when the General 
Overseer said that during the first half of the 
seven years wheat would sell for $48 a bushel, 
one man in the audience laughed and scoffed. 
But figure out the price in Revelation 6:6; it 
amounts to $1.50 a quart, and there are thirty- 
two quarts in a bushel, making $48. There are 

ve.ry strong indications that eventually the earth 
will refifee to “mother” the present generation. 

The sixth is the Money sign. 
James 5:1-6— 

Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your 
miseries that shall come upon you. 

Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are moth-eaten. 

Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust 
of them shall he a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days. 

Behold, the hire of the labourers who have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept 
back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which 
have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth. 

Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been 
wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day 
of slaughter. 

Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he 
doth not resist you. 

(Read also Ezekiel 7:17-19 and Zephaniah 1: 
14-18.) 

This is the age in which men are heaping up 
vast fortunes. Paul said that even the profess- 
ing Church of God would be crazed over money 
in the end of the Church period. Thinking men 
have only to note the impending storm, the mut- 
terings of which can be heard in every land, to 
see the “miseries” that are eventually coming up- 
on the rich. 

In some districts of Russia, every well-to-do 
man has been shot and his wealth seized by the 
Bolshevik hordes, more deadly and ravenous than 
hungry wolves. 

The seventh is the Pleasure sign. 
II Timothy 3:1-5— 

This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. 

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient 
to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

Without natural affection, truce-breakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 

Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God; 

Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away. 

.What a sweeping statement! What a descrip- 
tion of the apostates!—all found among professed 
Christians “having a form of godliness, but deny- 
ing the POWER thereof” which is the Holy 
Spirit. They may be compared to the Jews at 
the time of Christ whose pride was in their tem- 
ple and who said, “The temple of the Lord! 
The temple of the Lord!” and then crucified the 
Lord of the temple 

The last church of the ;.ge (Revelation 3:14- 
22) is the Laodicean church, which means the 
church of the laity. It is the people’s church, 


