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1 Tabernacle Addresses! 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva jj] 
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The Law of the Spirit 
of Life 

(Continued from last week.) 

Vital Christianity Rapidly Disappearing from the Earth 

Oh, the old world is going at a pretty rapid gait, I can tell 
you. 

I thank my God for this little company of people, who have 
sung these beautiful hymns, listened to the Word of God, and 
joined in the prayers. But do you know that, while this little 
handful has assembled here, around us in this city alone are two 
millions and some hundreds of thousands of people? 

Do you realize that? 
So far as I know, should the Lord call us home tonight, we 

can say that we have done our part. How glorious it will be if 
even one is saved! 

There will not be many, however; and if you think that people 
are going to tumble over each other to come into Zion, you will 
find out that you are mistaken. 

Thank God, here and there you will find one who wants to 

give his heart to God. 
If you are a Christian today, your heart ought to be leaping 

for joy. 
How does it happen that you — one out of all the great mul- 

titude — have chosen to follow God ? 
The Bible says: 
“And because lawlessness shall abound, the love of many shall 

wax cold.” — Matthew 24:12. 
Even in the little towns and cities of five and ten thousand 

people, they have gone after the world, the flesh, and the devil to 

such an extent that one can scarcely find anybody who cares any- 
thing about religion. 

They have crowded all of the Divine out, and there is no 

room for God. 
It is just as it was when Jesus was born — there was no 

room for Him in the inn; and there is no room for Him in the 
lives of the people. 

Ou side of Zion, there is scarcely a voice to warn the people 
fh ;hey are deceiving bemselves — that they are only nominal 

Christians, and that they are going to hell. 
Now, 1 shall read a few verses in the Eighth Chapter of 

Romans. N is truly a marvelous chapter, and it puts the whole 

thing in a nutshell. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 

Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,”— 
What are the multitudes doing today ? Are they not walking 

after the flesh all the time? Do they consider anything else? 
It is nothing but the flesh! 

The Marks of Degeneracy Visible upon Every Side 

If you stand on the comer of any of the principal cross streets 
at noon time, and take a good look at the faces of the people as 

they go by, you will see the marks of degeneracy. 
I will guarantee that hundreds of thousands of them have not 

had a thought of God for the last six months, and some of them 
for years. The only time they have uttered His Name has been 
in blasphemy, and with an oath. 

The people look very different today from what they did 
fifteen years ago. Every year makes a difference. You can see 

the degeneracy. 
Whisky, tobacco, immorality, living according to the flesh— 

down, down they go! 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 

Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 
What does that mean ? 
I want you to get these two things — the flesh and the spirit. 
All the way through the Bible we have just two divisions. 

How hard a lot of people try to make a third one! 
Men and women are either walking after the spirit, or after 

the flesh. 
Now, notice as we read on: 

“For the law” — 

What do we understand by the law ? 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” — 

What do you understand by that? 
A law is the way in which a thing operates, is it not ? 
“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus!” 
What is the seed of God? 
The Word! 
The Word is sown by preaching, and it has to germinate and 

bear fruit. 
Does this law operate in a sinner? No; it operates in a 

saint — “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.” 
Suppose I asked some physiologist here about the law of the 

conception, gestation, birth, and growth of a child — he would 
understand what I meaijt, would he not ? 

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” — 

This is the second time that the Holy Spirit has been men- 

tioned. Altogether He is mentioned nineteen times in this Eighth 
Chapter of Romans. 

The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus 

What do we understand by the law in the natural world ? We 
say that certain things operate according to a certain law. 

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
me free from the law of sin and death.” 

You ought to understand that. 

The law that operates in a sinner is “the law of sin and 
deaththe law that operates in a saint is “the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus.” 

Let us read the Fifth Verse: 
“For they who are after the flesh do mind the things of the 

flesh;” — 

What about the man who drinks whiskey and gets drunk? 
What is he after? 

What about the man who uses tobacco ? He is after the flesh, 
is he not? 

What about the man who eats swine’s flesh? He is after 
the flesh! 

What about the glutton ? He is after the flesh! 
Do you understand these things? You are making them 

entirely too hard. They are very simple. 
“For they who are after the flesh do mind the things of the 

flesh; but they who are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 
“For to be carnally minded is death;” — 

What is meant by being “carnally minded”? It means, to 
be fleshly minded. 

“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. 

“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 

subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
“So then they who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 

Spirit of God dwell in you.” 

Difference Between the Carnal and the Spiritual 

How many of you have been to a dance this last week? I 
do not suppose that any of you have. Many other people have— 
now, why haven’t you ? That is the question! 

How many of you men have been drunk in the last seven 

days? 
Hundreds have been drunk — now, why haven’t you? 
How many of you have been chewing tobacco and smoking 

a pipe? How many of you have been frequenting assignation 
houses, and living the low-down life of a dog? 

Thousands have — well, what is the difference ? 
THEY ARE IN THE FLESH! 
That is all they think about. 
Do they ever attend a prayer meeting? Do they ever read 

the Bible? Do they ever enter the closet in secret prayer with 
God? 

Why, certainly not! 
There is the difference. 
It is of no use to try to gather pears from an apple tree, and 

it is of no use to stand on a platform and expect sinners to bring 
forth the fruit of saints. 

That is the reason I often say that if these wretched preachers 
went out and stood on the gatepost of a cemetery and preached 
it would be just as sensible as for them to stand on a platform and 
talk to a lot of unconverted men and women. 

As an evangelist, I have been in church meetings, and I have 
said, “Will some one pray?” Then I have waited for fifteen 
minutes, and not a member of that whole congregation has prayed. 
They did not know how to pray. 

In Zion, if we had a meeting every night for weeks, we 
would have people standing up waiting for an opportunity to 
pray and to testify. 

Now, why? 
You can pluck prayer from a Christian tree; you can pluck 

a testimony from a Christian tree. 

Walking after the Spirit! 

Communion With God and Fellowship of the Saints 
/ 

When you walk after the Spirit, it is the Word of God that 
you want; it is communion with God that you want; it is the 
fellowship of the saints that you want. 

When two Zion people meet, you will find two kindred 
spirits; and when two women meet who were at a euchre party 
last week, you will find two kindred spirits; but let one of those 
euchre players meet a Zion woman, and, so far as their spirits are 

concerned, there is no affinity, no fellowship, no connection. 
“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”— 
Until we are converted, we are dead. As I have taught you 

before—-before a man can live, he has to die; and after a man 

lives, he has to die again. 
He dies to live, and he lives to die. 
It is illustrated in this way: I will draw three circles on the 

blackboard, one inside the other. The outer one I will designate 
“spiritual;” the next one, “mental;” and the inner one, “physical.” 

That is what map is. That is what you are. 
As you sit here this afternoon, you are physical; you are 

mental (or psychical); and you are spiritual. 
Man has three compartments. 
There is the body — and the body is a very wonderful 

creation. A well-formed, well-developed, symmetrical body — 

healthy and strong and vigorous — is a marvelous creation. 
Then, in the next place, we are psychical — mental; that is, 

we are thinking animals. 

Physically, we are very much like the animals, but mentally 
we are superior to them. , 

Then there is a spiritual chamber, or compartment, too. 

Now, this matter of life and death — I want to see whether 
I can make it simple enough so that you can understand it. 

“For to be carnally minded is death;”— 
What do you understand by that ? 

The Meaning of “To be Carnally Minded is Death" 

You say a certain individual died last night — there lies the 
body, sold and lifeless, like a block of marble. 

Is that what is meant by the statement, “To be carnally 
minded is death”? 

(Voices: “No.”) 
Well, then, it must mean something else. 
These terms that are used are scientifically true. 
All laws are of God. We speak ^f natural laws, but they 

are really God’s laws.. 
You take a man who is blind — he is dead to a certain part 

of this world, is he not? 

Eight or ten of us may say, “We will go out to Lincoln Park ; 
they have a very beautiful display of flowers out there.” One of 
this party is entirely blind. He goes with us; but so far as those 
flowers are concerned he is dead, is he not? He cannot go into 
ecstacies over them, as we would do. There is no connection 
between him and those flowers. So far as I am concerned, there 
is. My vision is connected up with those flowers. 

If that man were deaf and he had been sitting here last Lord’s 
Day when the choir rendered those beautiful selections, there 
would have been no connection between him and that music_ 
none whatever. He might just as well have been in Indiana. 

Now, what do we mean by the death of the body? 
If, in addition to being blind and deaf, one lung is gone, he 

is out of connection with the atmosphere to that extent, is he not? 
Whenever the time comes that all the connections are cut off, 

then we say that he is DEAD — that is, there is no union so far 
as his physical organism is concerned. 

There is no connection with the flowers, there is no con- 
nection with the music, there is no connection with the air, and 
so on. After a while it is all cut off, and then he is dead, and the 
body is taken and buried. 

That is the death of the body! 
Notice—“To be carnally minded is deathI want you to 

get the meaning of death there. That is what I am after. 

Life Consists in Union with God 

I say that life truly Divine is union with God, and that death 
is not unconciousness, but that it is separation from God. 

Now, come back to this: This man is blind and he is deaf; 
in other words, there is no correspondence between his eyes and 
his ears and these flowers and this music. 

When you take this man and deliberately cut off ALL cor- 
respondence, or ALL connection, or ALL union with all ma- 
terial environment then he is dead. 

Do you see the point? 
When you go to sleep, you are dead, to a certain extent, are 

you not? « 

The act of going to sleep is simply when the sentinels go off 
duty. 

Which one of the sentinels retires first? 
In going to sleep, the vision goes off duty, the ears go off 

duty, and the last sentinel that goes is feeling, is it not? 
In waking in the morning, these sentinels come in through 

the door one after another. 
That is what going to sleep and awaking are. 
Some of you people roll and tumble all night — the sentinels 

are stubborn, and they will not go off duty. 
Therefore, in a sense, when you go to sleep you are dead. 

You see nothing, you hear nothing, you feel nothing. It is true 
that the heart beats, but the correspondences are broken; and the 
more truly you break them, the sweeter will be the sleep. 

Do you see the point? 
“For to be carnally minded is death;”— 

Death Consists in Separation From God 

The carnally minded man has no correspondence or con- 
nection with God and Heaven and things spiritual at all. 

The carnally minded man is just like a hog — that is all 
there is to it. He is dead to all things Godward and spiritual, 
just as this blind and deaf man is dead to the flowers and to the 
music. 

Take that audience last Sunday — I might just as well have 
read the Bible to pigs for all the appreciation some of those 
people had. They had no appetite for the Word of God. 

If I had had some ballet dancer come out there and dance a 

jig, they would have been right in their element. They would 
have enjoyed that. But the Lord’s Supper, or the Thirty-fifth 
Chapter of Isaiah, or the Ninety-first Psalm, is just as foreign 
to them as darkness is to daylight. 

They are DEAD. They have no appreciation — and they 
never will have until they are “born again” and the connection 
is established. 

You cannot expect anything from dead people, can you? 
Now, after a man has established all his connections with 

God here (indicating the outer circle—-the spiritual), then the 
next thing he has to do is to break off all his connections here 
(indicating the center circle — the physical). 

That is what is meant by crucifixion; that is what is meant 
by plucking out your right eye and cutting off your right hand. 

Life in God Followed by Death to the World 

When you have established your new connections with God, 
then the next thing is DEATH — you must break all your con- 
nections with the world. 

Do you understand that ? 
In the first place, you die, and then you live; then you die 

again. 
You must die if you want to continue tp live, and that is all 

there is to it. 
Have you broken off all the old correspondence, or con- 

nections, in this circle — the physical (referring to the black- 
board) ? 

For instance, a man uses whiskey and tobacco. The question 
is: When he is converted and when he becomes a “new crea- 

ture,” has he cut off all correspondence and all connection and 
all union with these things, just as truly and as literally as this 
blind and deaf man is cut off from the flowers and from the 
music ? 

That is what he has to do. 
“The law of the Spirit of life” is simply this: You put a 

grain of com into the ground — it is subject to certain law 
is it not ? Everything that transpires there is according to ! w. 

Law is simply the term applied to the process by which ? 

thing is carried on. 

“The law-of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.” 
In the first place, the seed — the Word of God — has t< be 

sown. Therefore, you must have preaching. 

(To be continued) 


