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A ZION NEWSPAPER 
Pi rposes, Character 

and Ideals 
(C. B. W.) 

The Creator provided for an infinite variety 
of temperaments as well as faces. There are no 

two people exactly alike in taste, disposition, ap- 

pearance, character, capacity or general make up. 
We are often impressed with this fact in look- 

ing over our correspondence and in conversing 
with individuals. That which appeals to one per- 
son may not particularly interest another. 

In reading The Theocrat, some people turn 

first of all to the sermon, others to the local news, 
some to the world’s events and some to other 

portions. % 

Letters frequently express appreciation oi me 

Tabernacle addresses. That is a feature which 
catch‘es the attention of strangers taking up a 

copy of the paper for the first time; and this is 
one of the things which make it a distinctively 
Zion publication. 

We believe that every issue of a Zion news- 

paper should contain some spiritual food. We 
would feel no interest in toiling day and night 
in a paper which did not exercise an influence to 

elevate and uplift humanity — which did not seek 
to bring people to a realization of the fact that it 
is not the things of this world which count but 
those which make for Eternity. 

Every issue ~of The Theocrat should possess 
something of more than mere ephemeral value. 
While the very tone and character of the news 

columns are as different from those of the aver- 

age paper as day is from night, it should contain 
a message which would make it worth while to 
hand out as free literature in Seventy Work a 

month, a year, or three years after date of publi- 
cation. 

Many people are interested in tne local news. 

People on the outside especially appreciate this 
» feature, for they are eager to know what is going 

on at headquarters. 
We find that almost everyone reads the local j 

items. While we believe it is well to mention 
visitors to the city, the names of families moving 
here and various other matters of local interest, 
it has been our aim to lift this column above the 
level of mere personal mention, so far as prac- 
tical, by bringing into it many matters of broad 
general interest, especially in connection with the 
growth and development of Zion commercially. 

The Theocrat in its present form may fall far 
short of its possibilities; but a beginning has 
been made. It has the conception and the ideal. 
We long for a paper containing space enough for 
everything that is helpful, practical and uplift- 
ing—for addresses, for the news of Zion in gen- 
eral, covering the ecclesiastical, commercial, edu- 
cational and political departments, with room for 
a complete review each week of the events of the 
world worth knowing and various articles on 

helpful and timely topics. * 

We regret that at the present time, owing to 
the soaring cost of publication, our space is some- 

what limited and we are continually forced to 

-leave out matters of value. What a grand thing 
some one, blessed with an abundance of this 
world’s goods, could do by endowing Leaves of 
Healing, The Theocrat and other Zion literature. 
What a glorious heritage to leave behind! 

We always have felt that in this age of frivol- 
ity, worldliness and godliness there is a special 
need for a clean Zion newspaper in which facts 
are separated from all the muck and rubbish of 
the daily press so far as it is possible for human 
judgment, governed by Christian principles and 
ideals, to distinguish and separate them. 

John Alexander Dowie, Zion’s founder, under 
God, saw the crying need of a clean press, and 
one of his chief aspirations was some day to es- 

tablish a daily newspaper devoted to truthfulness 
and Christian ideals—a paper which God could 
bless and sanction. We believe that during the 
millennial age, under the rule of Christ, great 
daily newspapers will be published. 

No one fought the daily press, with all its ly- 
ing, corruption and servility to ruling interests, 
more than Dr. Dowie. No one denounced it in 
more scathing terms. Yet he saw the possibilities 
of its power for good. In the course of an ad- 
dress, delivered in Chicago, on December 19, 
1897, before the site of the City of Zion was pur- 
chased, he said: 

IMPORTANT 
MEETING 

The meeting which will be held, God 
willing, in Shiloh Tabernacle, LORD’S 
DAY, FEBRUARY 16th, at 2:30 p. m., 
will be one of the MOST IMPORTANT 
in Zion’s history, and everybody should 
attend. 
All officers, all members of the Choir, 
all members of the Band, all Guards, 
should be in their respective places 
strictly on time. 
It will be a time of GREAT REJOIC- 
ING in Zion! 

ADDRESS BY 

The General Overseer 

I 

“There never was a time in which more mani- 
festly men went to and fro, and knowledge was 

increased. * * * 

“The increase of knowledge in the world has 
been exceedingly rapid since the invention of the 
printing press. * * * 

“One of the marvellous things in these days 
in which we live, is the power of the press for 
good as well as for evil. * * * 

“I lament more than I can tell you the sad in- 
telligence that now the devil has for the most 

part captured the printing press. * * * 

“God gives up a good thing, and the devil 
forthwith goes away and manufactures it in such 
a form that it becomes a bad thing. * * * 

“If truth is to triumph, * * * then the press 
must either be completely reformed or entirely 
abolished. It cannot be abolished as things stand 
today. Then the only thing is to capture it for 
God, and use it for God. 

“Friends, I want to be practical. Throughput 
the whole earth, it is evident to you and to me, 
that the daily press has become an absolute neces- 

sity of modern life. * * * 

1 want to tell you this, 1 have set before my- 
self this aim among others, that Zion must have 
its own city and its own daily paper. * * * 

“Is it not fitting that we should have a paper 
that could lie on every breakfast table of every 
honest man, who would not need to blush for the 
news on the front page, and push it into his pocket 
lest wife or daughter should read its filth? * * * 

“Then is it not time to pray God to give the 
control of a daily newspaper to Zion?” 

In preparing matter for The Theocrat, espe- 
cially the news of the world department, extreme 
care is used to present facts; and while we do 
not say that we may not be in error at times, 
for no one is infallible in judgment, we would 
not be afraid to submit the articles, so far as facts 
and accuracy are concerned, to the most rigid 
analysis. 

In gathering material for a single article, of- 
ten dozens and scores of newspaper dispatches, 
editorials and statements by the best speakers and 
writers of the day are scanned. Then, in dictat- 
ing, we aim to condense it all into a few sentences 
or paragraphs, giving the reader the benefit of a 

few facts gleaned from all the mass of rubbish 
presented each day to the American public. 

We will just say in passing that there is one 

compensating fact in the work, and that is that a 

person who is used to sifting out these facts of 
real worth usually can detect at a glance the por- 
tions which are suggestive, flippant or demoral- 
izing. Usually, only the headline and a few 
words of the opening sentence a^e necessary, and 
a true Zion man who loves purity and righteous- 
ness and who has the love of God in his heart 
will not waste one second in reading them but 
will pass them by with disgust. 

It is our aim to reject everything which bears 
the imprint of mere newspaper sensationalism or 

guess-work. In making assertions or quoting 
statements, we usualy give our authority. Our 
object is to be as careful and painstaking as it is 
possible ior one to be. The person who is trained 
in the selection of reliable news usually can detect 
the ear-marks of untruthfulness. At ieast, if he 
is not sure about a matter, he will regard it with 
suspicion and wait for official confirmation. 

Some dispatches are absurd and contradictory 
almost on the very face of them. For instance, 
when we read one day that the ex-kaiser is broken 
down in health, irritable and deserted by his for- 
mer servants, and then a day or two later that he 
is swinging a cross-cut saw with an attendant at 
the other end and that he is in the best of ruddy 
health, we conclude that, in all probability, both 
reports have been manufactured. 

Moreover, the thoughtful reader will not swal- 
low at a gulp a cablegram to the effect that Eng- 
land has decided to cede Gibraltar to Spain; or 
that President Wilson, upon his return from the 
peace conference, contemplates visiting Carranza 
at Mexico City. He will at least regard all such 
reports with a great big question mark. 

It would be foolish, because a lot of question- 
able matter appears in the daily press, to go to 
the other extreme and reject it all as unreliable. 
There .are some reports which one instinctively 
feels to be incontrovertible. For instance, no one 
doubted on the morning that the papers reported 
that Ex-President Roosevelt had passed away at 
Oyster Bay, that such was the fact. No one 

doubts that there is a Peace Conference in ses- 

sion, or that the British Isles of late have been 
distracted with strikes, although we have no other 
proof of these facts than press reports. 

The very fact that there is so much unreliable 
matter printed and so little that can be accepted 
as true, is all the more reason it would seem to 
us, why we sh'ould have a Zion newspaper which 
carefully sifts out the true from the false so far 
as it is possible to ascertain it and present it in 
condensed form to its readers. 

We believe there never was a time in the 
world’s history when God’s people could profit 
more by a close observance of the signs of the 
times, as shown by the great outstanding events 
of the world, than now. News dispatches fairly 
bristle with occurrences of the most far reaching 
consequence. There is not a day but that proph- 
ecy is being confirmed and fulfilled. 

While this means nothing to the thoughtless, 
sensual, tin regenerate, scoffing, sneering, pleas- 
ure-loving masses, the most unlearned child of 
God in the things of this world can read, in let- 
ters of fire, the signs of the near approach of the 
Great Tribulation and the coming of Christ to 
rule. 

“The wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God.” These things are withheld from the “wise 
and prudent” and “revealed unto babes.” The 

prophet Daniel says that “none of the wicked 
shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” 

It would seem to us that even the most matter- 
of-fact man of the world, if at all inclined to 

think into things seriously, would be impressed 
by the things that are now coming to pass on the 
earth — by the world 'war just closed beside 
which the Napoleonic wars pale into insignifi- 
cance; by nation rising against nation and the 
general unrest everywhere apparent; by the out- 
break of general strikes here and there in various 
parts of the world; by the fact that labor is mak- 
ing the most startling demands and that the whole 
capitalistic system is threatened with overthrow. 

These are the days when men’s hearts are “fail- 
ing them for fear and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth.” People 
are filled with an indefinable dread of an im- 
pending danger. 

Over a large part of Europe, famine stalks 
and pestilences, hunger and disease have carried 
away millions. The prices of foodstuffs and the 
common necessities of life have soared to a point 
where they are almost beyond the reach of the 
common classes. 

I he past tew months have witnessed a plague 
sweeping over the earth, invading every continent 
and the islands of the sea and carrying away 
millions of people. Only today we read that 
nearly half a million people have died of influenza 
in Mexico alone. Some Indian villages in the 
North, where the comforts of civilized life are 

lacking and where no attention is given to sani- 
tation, have been almost depopulated. 

Hardly a week passes by but that we read of 
some part of the earth having been shaken by an 

earthquake, and in some places great tidal waves 
form in the sea and roll in upon the inhabitants 
of the land. 

These are the days when the return of the 
Jews to Palestine—an event foretold in prophecy 
hundreds of years ago—is coming to pass before 
our very eyes. Christ spoke of this in His refer- 
ence to the Fig Tree as an event immediately 
preceding His Second Coming. 

These are the days when widespread apostasy— 
the “falling away” among the churches—is tak- 
ing place; the times when many of the members 
are given over to dancing, card-playing, theater- 
going, lasciviousness and godlessness of every 
kind; the times when multitudes regard the 
churches as mere societies and clubs to which it is 
popular to belong. 

There never was a time when so many cults 
and isms were gaining sway over the people as 

now. The past few decades have witnessed the 
rise and rapid spread of Christian Science (false- 
ly so-called), Spiritualism, Russellism and other 
false systems which deny the divinity of Christ in 
a way so subtle and deceptive that, if it were 

possible, they would deceive even the very elect. 
Those who have made a careful study of these 
satanic teachings know that the denial of Christ 
as the Divine Son of God is one of their root 

principles and that they are calculated to draw 
people away from the Christ, although the great 
masses of the people which belong to them are 
unaware of this fact. J 

These are the days when the papers are filled 
with references to a proposed confederacy of 
churches, in which the Protestant churches may 
link up with Rome. There are many signs around 
us that Rome will very quickly come back into 
her own and again exercise a great influence ! 
over the afifairs of nations. 

i\o greater event has occurred at any time in 

the world’s history than the calling of a Peace 
Conference, and today we read that a league of 
nations practically has been formed. In all prob- 
ability, the next few months will witness the 
gradual shaping of boundary lines indicating the 
revival of the old Roman Empire. 

Indeed, one might go on almost indefinitely 
citing the signs all around us that the time is at 
our very door when the saints will be taken out 
of this world, this event to be followed by the 
seven-year period of tribulation, culminating in 
the Battle of Armageddon and the coming of 
Christ in glory to set up His millennial reign. 

Do the press reports of the past week urging 
the adoption of an international currency mean 

anything to the average reader? Does the fact 
that inventions and discoveries are multiplying, 
making it possible for “many to run to and fro” 
and “knowledge to be increased,” have any signi- 
ficance? Most of the great inventions have been 
developed within the past fifty years. 

These are the days of travel by rail, steamship, 
automobile, airplane and submarine—travel by 
land and in the air; travel by sea and under the 
sea. Almost any day, newspapers may announce 
that the Atlantic has successfully been crossed by 
airplanes. Great distances are being covered by 
this method of travel although only a little more 
than a decade has passed since the Wright broth- 
ers brought out their first machine. 

The other day, the man who conceived the idea 
and developed the first automobile attended the 
auto exhibit in Chicago and gave an interesting 
account of his first experiments along that line. 
Today millions of automobiles are in use in all 
parts of the world. 

The inventions of the printing press in this day 
and age are marvelous almost beyond descrip- 
tion. Literature of every description is being 
turned out in thousands of tons. 

Just a comparatively short time ago Marconi j 
discovered wireless telegraphy, and since then 
wireless telephony has been developed. Only the 
other day the daily press presented a picture of a 

man who had perfected an instrument which he 
could carry with him and by means of which he 
could communicate with someone having a similar 
instrument hundreds of miles away simply by 

0 

sticking a rod in the ground and thereby secur- 

ing a connection. 
Yet with all this increase of knowledge, there 

never was a time when men and women were so 

godless, thoughtless and wicked as now. They 
fail to render reverence to God, their Creator. 

Dr. Dowie used to say that there is no such 

thing as invention—-that what men call inventions 
are merely discoveries of the great secrets of 

power and latent possibilities which God created 
in the beginning; but the last thing that the aver- 

age man thinks of today is to render tribute to 

an all-wise, infinite God upon Whom he is de- 

pendent for the very air that he breathes. 
There is no doubt but that the great world war 

was a fulfillment of prophecy. 
Yet, who would have thought that such an 

event was portending in the early months of 
1914? Even near the end of July of that year, 
the world had never seemed more peaceful, more 

serene, more at rest; but like a thunderclap out 
of a clear sky the storm burst. Suddenly, the 
front pages of the morning papers were covered 
with glaring headlines. The whole world was 

thrown into a frenzy of turmoil and excitement. 
Within a week a large part of Europe became in- 
volved and the earth trembled with the tramping 
of millions of men. God’s clock had struck the 
hour. 

Is there anyone who has sat under the teacnmg 
of the General Overseer in Zion during the past 
two years who is so blind as to imagine that the 
coming of the Lord will be delayed one moment 

beyond the time appointed ages ago in the eternal 
plans of God Almighty? 

In the assembly room of Zion Home, corner 

of Twelfth street and Michigan avenue, Chicago, 
in the early part of 1898, the writer heard John 
Alexander Dowie remark that all indications 
pointed to the fact that the second coming of * 

Christ would not be delayed more than twenty- 
five years at the most. Being scarcely more than 
a boy at that time, his words seemed vague and 
incomprehensible; but we never forgot them. 
That was nearly twenty-one years ago. Does it 
not now look like this may come true? Indeed, 
one does not know what a year, a month or even 

twenty-four hours may bring forth. 

Of Local Interest 
(C. B. W.) 

ZION ESTATE STOCK AND DAIRY FARM 

To anyone interested in dairy farming, a visit 
is well worth while to the large barn belonging 
to the Zion Estate, located under the brow of 
the hill near the intersection of the Northwestern 
railway tracks and Thirty-first street. 

The Estate stock and dairy farm, recently 
started, is under the management of Mr. John M. 
Gates who fias had considerable experience on 

some of the best dairy farms of Michigan. The 
herd, which is Holstein, consists of 47 head of 
stock. 

The barn, formerly used for housing the horses 
of the Estate, has been remodeled on the south 
side at considerable expense and converted into 
an up-to-date stock and dairy barn. 

Iron stanchions and stalls have been placed 
to accommodate twenty-five cows. There are also 
five box stalls for emergency purposes. The 
stanchions are revolving and swing freely from 
front to back. They have five adjustments to 
suit the length of any cow, large or small. The 
cows thus have perfect freedom of movement in 
turning the head or licking themselves; also free 
action of body in lying down so that they can 

rest in comfort. 
lhese revolving and adjustable iron stanchions 

are a great improvement over the old-fashioned 
wooden affairs, which were stationary and there- 
fore kept the animal in a cramped, uncomfortable 
position. Needless to say, aside from any human- 
itarian consideration, this is a very important fac- 
tor, as the cows will as a result thrive better and 
give a greater abundance of milk. 

'The iron stalls between also are a great im- 
provement over the old method, as a cow stand- 
ing up during the night cannot swing around out 
of her quarters and step on the udder of another 
cow lying down. Many a valuable dairy animal 
has been ruined in this way; whenever this ac- 
cident occurs the cow is fit only for beef market. 

The barn is ninety-six feet in length and has 
a cement floor from end to end. In front of the 

IMPORTANT 
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The Meeting which will be held, God 
willing, in Shiloh Tabernacle, LORD’S 
DAY, FEBRUARY 16th, at 2:30 p. m., 
will be one of the MOST IMPORTANT 
n Zion’s history, and everybody should 
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All officers, all members of the Choir, 
all members of the Band, all Guards, 
should be in their respective places 
strictly on time. 

It will be a time of GREAT REJOIC- 
ING in Zion! 
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