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SENATORS OPPOSE PROPOSED 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

Speeches Delivered on Both Sides of Question 

Strong speeches have been delivered in the 
United States Senate, this week, by Senators 

Reed, Poindexter, Borah and others against 
ratification of the proposed league of nations. 

Senator Reed, in the course of his speech, 
said that the United States had prospered and 

developed into the greatest country in the world 
under a policy of “no entangling alliances” 
with European nations. This policy, lie said, 
had been carried out as the very basis of Amer- 
ican freedom by Washington, Jefferson, Mad- 

ison, Monroe, Jackson, Calhoun, Clay, Webster, 
Lincoln and Cleveland. 

He declared we must face the fact that a 

league of nations meant an entire departure 
from this established policy and that we had 
come to the crossroads where it was necessary 
for us either to continue in the path which we 

had previously successfully trod or start on a 

new road which was unexplored and uncertain, 
lie said that most of the people had not stopped 
to analyze what a league of nations would 

really mean—what its results might he or how 

its activities would work. 
With a vision which pierced into the future, 

he said that the proposed league of nations 
would consist of the nations which had been 
victorious in the world war, and that if this 
league started out to tell other nations of the 
world how to conduct themselves and to com- 

pel the remainder of the world to abide by its 
decisions, that—just as before the war we had 
a triple alliance and an entente opposed to an- 

other alliance, which had resulted in the great 
world war—we would have, after the war, this 
league of nations and another opposing league 
of nations springing up, with the inevitable re- 

sult of another world war. 

Senator Poindexter declared that the pro- 
posed league involved the surrender by the 
United States of the right to defend herself or 

to attack an enemy country, that it was full of 
complications and that it would forbe the United 
States into entangling alliances with the powers 
of Europe and wipe out the Monroe doctrine. 

Senator Borah said, among other things: 
“We are now proposing what to my mind is 

the most radical departure from our policies 
that has ever been proposed since our govern- 
ment was established. I believe this program, 
if it is to be made effective and operative under 
Ihe proposed constitution of the league, neces- 

sarily involves a change in our constitution. 
Certainly questions of that kind ought to be 
submitted to a plebiscite or to a vote of the 
people.” 

He asked, “Why should we interweave our 

policy and our destiny with Europe’s destiny?” 
He characterized the y>lan as a nullification of 
Washington’s foundation principle of keeping 
America out of Europe and Monroe’s doctrine 
of keeping Europe out of America. He charged 
that the constitution of the league made no dis- 
tinction between European affairs and American 
affairs, at the same time giving Europe the con- 

trolling power as against America. 
He said that the first obligation which we j 

would assume under this league would be to j 
protect the territorial integrity of the British 
Empire, which would Bake us into every habit- 
able part of the earth; and, at the same time, 
should we become involved with another na- 

tion—Japan or Mexico, for instance—we could 
not defend ourselves upon our own initiative 
but that the league would decide what should 
be done and whether or not aid should be 
given us. 

The Chicago Tribune, in its editorial columns 
of February 25, said: 

“In his Boston speech President Wilson adds 
nothing to the history of the proposed league 
of nations. He tells not one word of his plans 
for the government of the world. In his ap- 
peals to the emotions, however, he is even more 
masterful than we have hitherto seen him. 

“He claims to be the representative of hu- 
manity. Ilis methods must not be questioned. 
He must be followed blindly. That he has blind 
followers by thousands will not be denied. 
These blind followers he wishes to throw, like 
an army, against the judgment of the senate. 
The senate must follow him, not because it be- 
lieves he is right, but because he threatens its 
individual members with political extinction if 
they dare to question in any degree his hidden 
plans. 

“We doubt that one American in a million 
has the faintest idea of what is proposed, exact- 
ly and precisely, in the league of nations doc- 
ument. Nevertheless many Americans in every 
thousand are urging, with a moral enthusiasm, 
that the United States senate adopt the doc- 
ument. We want to know what it will do to 
the United States, and that is what the senate 
is trying to find out.” 

On February 24, Senator Lewis, of Illinois, 
usually referred to as Ihe “administration 
whip,” fired the opening gun in defense of the 
league of nations which President Wilson has 
so strongly advocated at the peace conference 
in Paris. 

In the course of a three-hour speech, he de- 
clared that “America is more imperiled in her 

future than has been her lot since her republic 
sprang into life;” and as a panacea for all the 
troubles and difficulties facing this country and 
the allied nations he urged the adoption of the 
league of nations which, he said, would insure 
world peace. Should America spurn the league, 
he declared that we would become an outcast 
among the nations and would be compelled to 
protect ourselves with armies and navies so 

gigantic that they would impoverish the people. 
At the close of his speech, the packed galler- 

ies broke into applause so vociferous that Vice- 
President Marshall declared emphatically that 
they acted “like a lot of Bolsheviki.” He said, 
“You people in the galleries have been acting 
that way for two or three days. The chair has 
let you applaud those who point with pride and 
those who view with alarm. It is over—the 
rules of the Senate are going to be enforced. 
Orders are going to be issued by me that the 
next time there are manifestations of either ap- 
proval or disapproval, to clear the galleries, 
and I will see wdiether there is any law in1 
America at least.” 
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PRESIDENT WILL RETURN TO PEACE 
CONFERENCE AFTER VERY SHORT 

STAY IN AMERICA 

President Wilson and party landed at Bos- 
ton on February 24 after making his history- 
making trip to Europe. Salutes were fired and 
steamers in the bay greeted the president with 
a bedlam of tooting whistles. As the president 
stepped ashore he is said to have walked over 
a velvet carpet beneath a canopy of flags. 

It is interesting to note that on last Saturday, 
while the president was still seven hundred 
miles at sea, Secretary of the Navy Daniels 
talked to him by means of the new radio tele- 
phone, this being a record distance for wireless 
conversation. 

According to an Associated Press dispatch, 
Secretary Daniels has announced that President 
Wilson will embark upon the George Washing- 
ton about .March 5 for his return journey to 
the peace conference in Paris. 
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THOMPSON AND SWEITZER WILL BE i 
OPPOSING CANDIDATES IN RACE 

FOR MAYORSHIP OF CHICAGO 

William Hale Thompson was renominated for 
mayor in the Chicago Republican primaries, on 

last Tuesday, February 25, by a very heavy 
plurality, riding “rough shod” over all opposi- 
tion. 

Judge Harry Olson, Republican Harmony 
candidate, was the only opponent of any con- 

sequence. Captain Charles E. Merriarn, who had 
calculated on receiving a heavy woman vote, 
did not figure in the fight. 

Robert M. Sweitzer won the Democratic 
nomination for mayor, receiving more than 
twice as many votes as his opponent, Thomas 
Carey. Heidelmeyer, the third Democratic en-1 
try, proved a negligable quantity. 

The contest between Thompson and Sweitzer, 
for election in April, will probably be a cam- 

paign of intense interest. 

MOVE TO NULLIFY NATIONAL 
PROHIBITION BY FORCE 

A general strike on July 1 next, to make ef- 
fective the slogan, “No beer, no work,” has 
been voted by 3(X),000 men belonging to the 
Central Federated Union of New York, includ- 
ing iron workers, shipbuilders, longshoremen, 
hatters, stationary firemen, pavers and ram- 

mers. They also have extended an invitation 
to unions throughout the country to join with 
them in their demands. 

This step has been taken as a means to nullify 
the federal amendment, recently passed, pro- 
viding for nation-wide prohibition. Just what 
the outcome will be, no man can foresee. Think- 
ing men will recognize that the issue involves 
a principle, and if the government should back 
down, the citizens of the nation may as well 
throw up their hands and say that the laws of 
the country are no longer of effect. 

The editorial writer of the Chicago Evening 
Post .makes this comment: 

“The ‘No beer, no work’ movement that has 
been initiated in the east and that proposes a 

general strike as a protest against the pro- 
hibition amendment is not merely a reflection 
upon the intelligence of those labor unions that 
are countenancing it. It is an invitation for 
inquiry. 

“It would be interesting to know where the 
idea originated and whose money is promoting 
the propaganda. It savors strongly of the 
methods that brought the liquor traffic into dis- 
repute with thousands of men who are not total 
abstainers. 

“The movement will not achieve its end— 
if the end it seeks is the repeal of the amend- 
ment. The American people, having taken de- 
liberate action through the constitutional means 

provided for recording their will and executing 
their purpose, are not to be clubbed into a 

change of mind and heart by a general strike. 
“It is true the railroad brotherhoods used 

the strike threat to effect when dealing with 
the government on a question of hours and 
wages, and the success of their hold-up may en- 

courage others to try a like way of persuasion; 
but the present issue is not a parallel case. 

“The brotherhoods clubbed an adminis- 
tration and its submissive party majority on 

the eve of an election; the ‘No beer, no work’ 
movement must deal with a vast majority of 
the American people in a matter on which they 
have expressed their will. 

“Organized labor will not help its cause by! 
becoming the partner of the saloon and the 
brewery, and any agency that at this critical 
hour attempts to provoke industrial strife by 
agitation or financial aid ought to be dealt 
with as a criminal offender against the state.” 

BRITISH LABOR SITUATION CRITICAL 

On February 20, Premier Lloyd George, of 
Great Britain, met a group of radical leaders of 
the National Coal Miners union and made a 

proposition which may prevent or postpone the 
threatened nation-wide strike, not only of min- 

Announcement 
% 

Zion Photographic Studio 
takes pleasure in announcing that it has procured * 

the services of an expert photographer from one 

of the best known Studios in Chicago. 

Commencing March 6th 
and on each Thursday thereafter 

he will devote all of his time, while in Zion 
Studio, to the production of high grade, artistic 
photographs. 
We are fortunate in obtaining an expert in chib 
dren’s, adults’ and group portraiture. Special 
attention will be given to children. 

Attractive Prices 
Sittings must be arranged by appointment. Phone 20. 
As many have already reserved sittings—make your desires 
known at once. We will accommodate as many as pos- 
sible each day. 

This is the greatest opportunity for getting the highest 
grade pictures possible ever given to Zion People. 

Zion Institutions & Industries 
Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

Photographic Studio 
City Hall Bldg. 

ers, but of the “triple alliance”—miner*, rail- 

way men and transport workers. 

According to Henry M. Hyde, in a wireless 

dispatch to the Chicago Tribune, the effort 
came none too soon, as the early reports of the 

voting taken by the miners on the proposal to 

strike March 15 indicated an overwhelming 
majority in favor of drastic action. 

The premier is reported to have told the min- 
ers he would introduce a bill in the House of 

Commons, at once, asking for the immediate 

appointment of a strong commission, in which 
the miners should be represented, to investigate 
speedily and to report on wages, hours of labor, 
the nationalization of coal mines and other ques- 
tions at issue. 

Instead of the nationalization of mines, the 

premier suggested an investigation of a plan 
for joint control by miners and mine owners. 

He offered to guarantee that the report covering 
wages and hours of labor, at least, should be 

completed by March 31. In a powerful appeal, 
he urged the miners to withhold any strike ac- 

| tion until that date—two weeks later than the 
I time announced for quitting work. 

The premier pointed out the gravity of a 

strike at the present time when the British na- 

tion is crippled by the gigantic cost of the war 

! and its industries are virtually at a standstill. 
He declared that he could conceive of nothing 
graver than such a conflict because the state 

could not surrender without abrogating its func- 
tions. 

In introducing the bill, on February 24, Pre- 
mier Lloyd George declared that the United 
Kingdom is faced with the prospects of civil 
strife, and that the House of Commons should 
do everything to avert it. 

lie said that, according to information in 

hand, to grant the demands of the miners would 
throw a burden of the gravest character upon 
other industries—a burden so serious and heavy 
that it might have the effect of throwing scores 

if not hundreds of thousands out of employ- 
ment, entailing intense privation and suffering 
among all classes. The premier said that the 
figures the government had might be incorrect, 
and for that reason he desired an investigation 
of facts. lie added that a strike of sixteen 
days’ duration, under present conditions, would 
cause a general industrial breakdown. 

The premier pointed out that one contention 
of the miners was a* legitimate subject for in- 
quiry, and that was the allegation that the mine 
owners could pay higher wages if certain steps 
were taken to avoid wastage. He pointed out 
that the cost of coal at the pit mouth in Great 
Britain was 17 shillings as against 11 shillings 
in the United States, and that if the demands 
were granted the cost would become about 26 
shillings. 

In an article written from London, appearing 
this week in the Chicago Evening- Post, the com- 

parative cost of coal mining in the United 
States and Great Britain was shown as follows: 

“Confronting a period which the general 
public has been led to believe Great Britain’s 
most important era of industrial expansion, 
British industry is demanding cheap coal. 
Nevertheless, miners in some sections demand a 

six-hour working day five days a week, while 
in other sections the men want to be paid for 
twenty minutes for refreshments, meaning tea. 

“Experts have discovered that the amount of 
coal annually produced by each person em- 

ployed in the mines has declined from 312 tons 
in 1890 to 244 tons in 1912. This is contrasted 
with reports from the United States showing 
that production''of coal there annually has in- 
creased from 400 tons per person employed in 
1890 to 660 tons in 1912. 

“This proportionate decrease in British coal 
production is attributed to two causes—failure 
to adopt new and improved machinery and sys- 
tems of operation and demands of miners for 
more pay and less work.” 

EX-PREMIER OF FRANCE PROPOSES 
THAT WORLD HAVE UNIVERSAL 

CURRENCY 

Rene Viviani, former premier of France, pro- 
poses that the nations of the world adopt an 

international currency. He is quoted as express- 
ing regret that the idea of a league or society 
of nations did not appear under the aspect of a 

financial organization, as it is particularly for 
financial reasons that the nations must bind them- 
selves together. 

He says that the budget of France before the 
1 war was five billion francs, while now it reaches 
almost nine billion francs, and that the various 
nations are at the limit of their resources, with 
expenditures piling up. 

He declares he sees but one system that offers 
a basis for discussion, which is, that each allied 
state establish its budget as at the outbreak of 
the war. Additional expenditures, incurred since, 
are then to be apportioned as payable by all 
nations, these nations to establish an international 
bank of issue whose bills will be legal tender in 
all of the associated nations. Since they are ac- 

cepted everywhere, they will have the same value 
as gold. 

He proposes that the associated nations then 
impose universal taxes on materials, the central 
powers paying three or four or even five times 
as much as other nations on each tax. He says 
this would not prevent them from paying, in 
addition, other indemnities, mostly in the form 
of materials — iron, coal, lumber, etc. 


