
Tabernacle Address 
By Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

ir—ir—lr—ir—if—. ___ 

The Beginning and Development 
of the Christian Life 

SCRIPTURE READING 

General Overseer: I will read in the Inspired Word of 
God, first in the third chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, and then a few verses in the fourth chapter. 

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wil- 
derness of Judea, 

And saying, Repent ye: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand. 

For this is he that was spoken of by the Prophet Esaias, say- 
ing, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make His paths straight. 

And the same John had his raiment of camel’s hair and a 

leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild 
honey. 

“Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the 
region round about Jordan. 

“And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, 
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

“Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 
“And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham 

to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these 
stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

“And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: there- 
fore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire. 

“I indeed baptize you in water unto repentance: but He Who 
cometh after me is mightier than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy 
to bear: He shall baptize you in the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

(Verse 17.) 
The seventeenth verse of the next chapter: 
“From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: 

For the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand.” 
The twenty-third verse: 

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.” 

In the third chapter of John: 

“There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews: 
“The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto Him, 

Rabbi, we know that Thou art a Teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that Thou doest, Except God Be 
With Him. 

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily (which 
means, Amen, amen), I say unto thee, Except a Man Be Born 
Again, He Cannot See the Kingdom of God. 

Nicodemus saith unto Him, how can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb, 
and be born? 

“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
Man Be Born of Water and of the Spirit, He Cannot 
Enter into the Kingdom of God. 

\ 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye Must Be Born Again. 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth (or where it wills), and 

thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it com- 

eth, and whither it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit.” (Verse 8.) ^ ... 

The Fifteenth Chapter of John: 
“I am the True Vine, and My Father is the Husbandman. 
“Every branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away: 

and every branch that beareth fruit, He cleanseth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. 

“Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you. 

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in Me. 

“I am the Vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in Me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
Me ye can do nothing. 

“If a man abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and 
is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned. 

“If Ye Abide in Me, and My Words Abide in You, Ye 
Shall Ask What Ye Will, and It Shall Be Done Unto 
You.” (Verse 7.) 

First Thessaionians, the fifth chapter, beginning with the 
fourteenth verse: 

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feeble-minded—” 

Spring is Here! 
This is the time of year the children’s faces 

are the brightest. 
This is the time of year they love to be out 

of doors. 
This is the time of year to bring them to the 

Studio for a sitting. 
We have the services of an expert profes- 

sional photographer every Thursday. 
Phone 20 for appointment. 

Zion Institutions and Industries 

City Hall Bldg. PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPT. 

ZION DEPARTMENT STORE 

This week's Specials in our Big Grocery 
Department 

Buy your Canning Sugar now, 100 lb. bag.>....$9.75 
California dried Fancy peaches, 25 lb. box. 5#50 
Cream of Wheat, new stock, 2 packages. *41 
% lb. Roasted Peanuts in shell.. [q9 
Bee Sweet Corn, 18c cans, 3 for... 
5 lb. Onions .[[ [jq 
15c Green Peas, 'dried, fine for cooking, 2 lbs... 
15c packages Raisins . ]l2 
Our Best Oats in packages — large size.’ #'27 \ 
13c Douglas Gloss Starch, 2 for.. 
Fancy Fragrant Toilet Soap, 6 bars.. ’.29 
Creme Oil Soap, 12 cakes.!!!.!!! \qi 
Dandy new stock house brooms.’ 
3 — 10c bars F*airy Soap.* *2g 
25c package Best large clothes pins.*...*!!!!.'!! .21 

UNITED STATES FOOD ADMINISTRATION LICENSE No. G12231. 

THE THEOCRAT 
A Weekly Paper advocating the Rule of God in 

the Individual, in the Home, in the State, In 
the Nation, and in the World. 

“The Theocrat” is maintained by and in the in- 
terest of the Christian Catholic Apostolic Church 

in Zion. 
WILBUR GLENN VOLIVA, Editor. 

Theodore Forby, Business Mgr. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
U. S. Canadian Foreign 

One year .$1.00 $1.50 $1.50 
Six months.60 .85 .85 
Three months .. -35 .50 .50 
Single copies .. .03 .04 .04 

12 copies.25 .35 .45 
25 copies.50 .65 .80 

100 copies. 1.75 2.25 2.50 
Make all remittances payable to 

WILBUR GLENN VOLIVA, Publisher. 
Office of Publication, Administration Building, 

Zion, Illinois, U. S. A. 

CALENDAR 
Junior Choir 

“Under the Palm” 

Cantata 
Thursday Evening, April 10th, 1919. 

Shiloh Tabernacle 

BAND CONCERT 

Zion Band 

Thursday Evening, May 1st, 1919. 
Shiloh Tabernacle 

Classified Advertiseme nts 

ADVERTISING RATES 
3 lines or less, 1 insertion .$0.36 
3 lines or less, 3 insertions.70 
Additional lines 10c a line. 
Terms: Cash with order. 
The Publisher reserves the right to reject any 

or all advertisements. 

SPECIAL NOTICE: — All classified ads. for THE 
THEOCRAT must be received at THE THEO- 
CRAT office, Administration Bldg., each week 
not later than 11 a. in., on Thursdays. 

FOR SALE: Singer Sewing Machines. Cash or 
monthly payments; also a number of nearly 
new second-hand machines. E. L. Btown, 3110 
Enoch Avenue, ’Phone 176-R. 

FOR RENT: Rooms at 2719 Elim Avenue. 
Mrs. Kemerlie. 

FOR SALE: Two incubators; one X-Ray and 
one Economy. 1826 Hebron Avenue, 'phone 
237-M. 

FOR SALE: One good team, harness and dump 
wagon, or would exchange dump wagon for 
one good lumber wagon. ’Phone 264-M. 

FOR SALE: Hatching eggs—Rhode Island Reds, 
good stock. 75c per setting of 15 or $6.00 
per hundred. Mrs. Chas. Innes, ’Phone 206- 
W-l. 

WANTED: A good laundress. Apply at Zion 
_Home, room 246. 

FOR RENT: Three unfurnished rooms with 
bath, light, heat, and telephone. 2502 Edina 
Boulevard. Mrs. Wiedman. 

WANTED: Two Gordon Press Feeders. Young 
men to learn Trade. Opportunity for advance- 
ment. Apply ZION OFFICE SUPPLY. Dept. 11. 

WANTED: A man to work on farm by the 
month. Apply to Deacon Sach. 

FOR SALE: S. C. Ancona hatching eggs, from 
fine strain; $1.00 per doz. E. Schlappi 270€ 
Gilead Ave. Phone 215-W 

FOR SALE: Glass ware, dishes, silverware, 
kitchen utensils, fruit jars, dining Oriental ta- 
ble cover. 2807 Elizabeth Ave. House in rear. 

FOR SALE: One Bedroom suite, one bed, mat- 
tress and springs; one organ, and hanging 
lamp. 2819 Elisha Ave. 

FOR SALE: Cheap for cash, 1 kitchen stove, 1 
large looking glass, 1 bed lounge, 1 center 
table, 1 wardrobe. Mrs. Henry Peters. 2812 
Ezra Ave. 

LOST: Between 32nd and Ezekiel Ave., and 3026 
Gabriel Ave., a small, brown purse, containing 
$2.00. Finder please leave at 3026 Gabriel Ave. 

* and receive reward. 

FOR RENT: A five room house at 2404 Gideon 
Ave. Inquire at 2711 Elim Ave. 

FOR GRAVEL HAULING, plowing and general 
teaming, call on Arthur La Belle. 3108 Enoch 
Ave. 

LOST: A large purse containing money between 
Zion Printing Works and Zion Home. Finder 
very kindly leave same at Zion Bank and re- 
ceive good reward. 

FOR SALE: Baby buggy, Universal base burner. 
3023 Emmaus Ave. 

FOR SALE: Large Base burner, in good condi- 
tion; China cabinet, Davenport, and a horse 
cultivator. Will sell cheap. 2214 Gideon Ave. 
’Phone 158-J 

FOR SALE: Bed-spring and mattress, kitchen 
cabinet, bookcase, collapsible go-cart, flour 
bin, two lamps, and a carpet sweeper. P. E. 
Chambers, 2219 Gideon Ave. 

FOR SALE: Large grand piano box, oak writing 
desk, porch swing, kitchen cabinet, table, violin 
music rack, rope portierres, electric light bulbs, 
5 foot oak box, etc. Room 297, Zion Home. 

LOST: A star of pearls (Sunburst) Reward. If 
found return to Zion Bank. 

FOR SALE: Setting eggs from S. C. White Leg- 
horn hens, $5.00 per hundred; $1.00 per setting 
of 15. Chas. E Hoover, West 21st St. 

I never want to see, on the part of any officer or member of 
this Church — I never want to hear of anyone, who is under my 
leadership and rulership under God, showing other than the 
greatest kindness to the feeble-minded. 

One of the most dastardly things that any man or woman 

can be guilty of, is to have what they call “fun” at the expense 
of the feeble-minded. Shame on any person who calls himself a 

Christian, who would, for a single second, try to have fun at 
the expense of a poor boy or girl, man or woman who, because 
of sickness, or an accident, or it may be by birth, is of unsound 
mind. 

Let such a thing never happen in your life. Remember that 
God’s all-seeing eye is over us and upon us, and that unto God we 

shall give an account for everything we do while here in the body. 
“ 

— Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are un- 

ruly, comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak, be patient 
toward all men. 

“See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever 

follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. 

“Rejoice evermore. 

“Pray without ceasing. 
“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus concerning you. 
“Quench not the Spirit. 
“Despise not prophesyings. 
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
“Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 

pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Faithful is He that calleth you, Who also will do it.” 

1 * ADDRESS 

INVOCATION by the GENERAL OVERSEER 
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my 

heart be acceptable in Thy sight, and richly blessed unto this 

audience, O Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer.” 
General Overseer: You may take the selections of Scrip- 

ture that I read, as the basis of this address. I desire to cover, 
in a general way, the following subjects, and then later to deliver 
an address dealing with each subject at length. 

Let it be supposed that I am standing before a company of 

individuals, all of whom are in rebellion against God; living in 

sin, and up to this time having declared, by word of mouth, and 
also by conduct of life, that they have no desire to be Christians. 

The question then presents itself: How are these people sto j 
be taught ? What are the steps that must be taken in order for 
them to become Christians, or to be saved or healed? 

I trust that in this brief, general presentation, you will all ; 

get an intelligent understanding, so that you may be able to! 

instruct others; and, if time permits, I will give you a few pas-1 
sages of Scripture, so that you will be able to present each subject 
in the light of God’s Word. 

The Holy Spirit Must First Convict the Sinner of the 

Enormity of Sin and Its Consequences 

The very first thing that men and women must be made to 

realize, is that they are sinners; that sin is the transgression of 
God’s Law, and that sin separated them from God. 

We are told in the Gospel according to St. John, by Jesus the 
Christ Himself, that the Holy Spirit would convict the world of 
sin. Then the first thing that must be done, after men and women 

have been told that they are sinners and away from God, they 
must be convicted. 

How are people brought to conviction? « 

After an hour’s talk to this company, and it might be a 

number of talks, some are convicted of their sins; some are 

not. Some who are convicted, acknowledge it, and express a 

desire to turn away from their sins. There are others who are 

convicted who fight against it, and they go out, and in one way and 

another seek to stifle, to drown, to destroy the conviction. And 

some of them succeed in doing so for a time, and some altogether. 
The weapon of the Holy Spirit is the Word. It is by the 

preaching of the Word of God, and the driving home of that 

Word to the minds and hearts of men, that they are brought 
under conviction. 

God Will Grant Salvation to the Truly Repentant 

Secondly, I say to a man, “Do you realize that you are a 

sinner in God’s sight and in the sight of men ?” 
“Yes.” 
“You are convicted of this fact?” 
“I am deeply convicted.” 
“Do you want to turn away from your sins?” 
“I do.” 
Then you can kneel down and pray and ask God to forgive 

his sins, and ask God to take away the vicious appetites. You can 

pray for such a man and expect God to hear and answer. 

You noticed in reading the Scriptures this afternoon, I read, 
among other things, that John the Baptist and Jesus the Christ 
said to the people, “REPENT!” And Jesus said to Nicodemus, 
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.” Then further, Jesus said, “I AM THE TRUE VINE, and 

My Father is the Husbandman. Every branch in Me that bear- 
eth not fruit He taketh away: and every branch that beareth 
fruit, He cleanseth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” 

Now what has happened ? 

The Christ Alone Can Restore the Broken Connection 
Between the Sinner and God 

In the fifteenth chapter of John, the teaching there is ex- 

pressed by the words, “United to Christ.” Then while a man 

is in his sins the connection between him and God has been 
broken — sin has separated between him and God; he has 
alienated himself; he cannot pray and get any answer; there is 
in him no Divine power; because he has broken the connection 
between himself and the Source of power. 

When the Holy Spirit, through the Word, moves upon the 
mind, upon the heart, and above all things upon the spirit of a 

man, the moment the man responds to that work of the Holy 
Spirit, just that moment there is a connection effected between 
God, through Jesus the Christ, and that individual. 

This moving of the Holy Spirit through the Word upon a 

man’s spirit, is the “new birth.” 
I want you to notice very closely! 

The Natural Birth the Most Powerful Illustration of 

Man’s Spiritual Transformation 

“Except a man be born again”—that is a figurative expres- 
sion. In other words, the change which is wrought upon a man’s 
spirit, the change which turns a man’s spirit from the service of 
the devil to the service of God, is described by the powerful 

figure of speech, that of the natural birth. And it is certainly 
\\ ell chosen, and ought to help every student to understand 
something of the marvelous change that must take place in the 
spirit of a man — a sinner, for him to become a child of God, and 
to turn away from the service of the devil unto the service 
of God. 

That is the beginning of the Christian Life. It is called the 
‘new birth.” 

I have no doubt that there are persons in this audience this 
afternoon who are serving the devil. I have no doubt that 
mother’s prayers, and wife’s prayers, and sermons innumerable, 
and the singing of touching hymns, have fallen upon deaf ears; 
and that such persons, for years and years, have been smoking 
and chewing and drinking and swearing and serving the devil. 

You can conceive that no small change must be wrought 
upon the spirit of such a man, before that man can even begin the 
Christian life. 

As I have said, the first thing that must take place in that 
man’s spirit, he must be convicted of his sins. Sometimes you 
say, “Well, there is a man whose heart is as hard as a rock.” 

The Gospel a “Savor of Life Unto Life, or Death Unto 
Death” 

I remember one man, who said that when he first heard me 

preach in Melbourne, it made him squirm and writhe and twist 
in torment; but that he had heard me so often, that he had 

gotten where it had no effect on him at all. In other words, he 
had hardened his heart, he had resisted conviction, he had re- 

sisted the power of the Holy Ghost, until in his hard-hearted 

condition he boasted that sermons that once made him writhe 

and twist, no longer had any effect upon him at all. 

That is an illustration of how the Gospel may be the sa- 

vor of life unto life” unto a man, or of “death unto death”: 

for as men resist the power of the Holy Ghost, and continue to 

resist it, and harden their hearts, they get so hard that sometimes 

God delivers them over, as we are told in the first chapter 
of Romans. God simply delivers them over into the hands of 

the devil, that they may commit every sin in the catalogue. ^ 

It is a Terrible Thing to Resist the Holy Ghost 

Now, a man may be deeply convicted, and not surrender. 

Men and women are often convicted of sin, but they do not 

surrender. They resist the conviction, and they continue in their 

sins — they fight the conviction. Though they may awake at night 
and roll and toss to and fro, still there are men who fight the 

conviction, who resist the power of the Holy Ghost and come 

down to their death-beds, and then they seek to do in a minute, 

or a few minutes, what can only be done in hours and days and 

weeks and months. 
I will tell you, death-bed repentance is a mighty dangerous 

thing. It is a risk I would not want to take. I do not say that it 

is an absolute impossibility, but I do say that it is — even when 

you put the most favorable construction upon it — a risk that I 

would not want to take. 
I venture to say this afternoon, that there are some sitting 

here who, unless they make a bee-line for God, and do it quickly, 
will be face to face with death-bed repentance, when they will 

feel the finger of Death reaching for their heart-strings. 
I will tell you, my brother, my sister, when Death comes 

along and knocks at your door, and continues to knock, and you 

ask, “Who is there?” and the knock continues, and when finally 
in sheer desperation you say, “Come in!” and in stalks the 

monster Death, come to claim his own,— there is no use to begin 
then, and think that you can do what you should have done 

twenty years ago. Then you are not in a condition to fight the 

monster Death: he has simply come to foreclose his mortgage. 
I will mention this a little later on. 

The Redemption of Christ Plainly Foreshadowed in Mosaic 
Ceremonies 

God promised to send His Only Begotten Son. His coming 
was foretold in prophecy. The very place of His birth was 

pointed out, the very days of His crucifixion and resurrection 
were foreshadowed, in the Mosaic ceremonies. And when the 

time came He was crucified on Calvary once for all. And in 

that Crucifixion there were provided Salvation, Healing, Cleans- 

ing and Keeping power for every member of the human family. 
It does not make any difference whether you have claimed 

your deposit or not, it is there for you. You have a part in this 
— you must appropriate the Atonement which Jesus made. 

After God has convicted you of your sins, after God has 

taken hold of your spirit, then what? 
Then you must turn to God! 
Now God’s work upon your spirit, God’s turning you to 

Him, that is the “new birth,” or REGENERATION. And when 

you turn to God, that is what we call CONVERSION. 
Now the fact of the matter is, that Regeneration, or the “new 

birth,” and Conversion, are one and the same thing. 

Regeneration is God’s Pari, and Conversion is Man’s Part 
in Obtaining Salvation 

God turns your spirit by the power of the Holy Ghost, and 
that is the “new birth,” or Regeneration; you turn to God — how ? 

By repentance, by confession, by restitution. 
And when you have been “born again,” when you have 

turned around — which is conversion, and you are no longer 
headed for hell, but you are headed for heaven, then comes in 
what we call Justification — which is a term very little understood 

by most people, and still it is not a difficult term to understand. 
The word “Justification” is a legal term. You are sinners 

and you deserve death. But, having been linked to Christ, or 

to God, in and through Jesus the Christ, and your sins having 
been forgiven and pardon having been extended, God the Al- 

mighty justifies you, and you are taken out from under the pen- 
alty of your transgressions, and you are treated as though you 
had not sinned. 

There is a great deal in the New Testament on the Subject 
of Justification. 

We are Justified by faith! 

Conversion, Regeneration and Justification Are Initial to 

A Life of Sanctification 

You can do this much, you can look up the passages of 
Scripture and study them for yourselves; and some day I will 
try and devote an afternoon to Regeneration, to Conversion, and 
to Justification. 

(Continued next week) 

SUBSCRIBE FOR 

LEAVES OF HEALING 


