
ference what anybody says or what anybody does, nor what changes are attempted, 
the leaseholders have their easements, and a little group of traitors, deceivers and 

criminals cannot, cither in the legislature or in any court, overturn or set aside con- 

tract rights. 
Let them go to it, if they want to make fools out of themselves, and we will fight 

the whole thing out in the'courts, and there is no question as to what the result 
will be. 

Let it be distinctly understood that, when the investigation is started, Voliva 
will carrv on an investigation that will reach every home in the State of Illinois and 

go even beyond the bounds of the state; and further, that the bunch of porch- 
climbers and criminals who are seeking to trick the Illinois legislature into doing their 

dirty work will be so thoroughly investigated that it will be a very strange thing 
if every last one of them does not land in the penitentiary. 

.■-—---T 

WILL ANYBODY ATTEMPT TO DENY THAT THE OFFICERS 
AND MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTIAN CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC 
CHURCH IN ZION HAD THE RIGHT, AND STILL HAVE THE RIGHT, 
UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, THE CON- 
STITUTION OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND THE LAWS OF THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, TO PURCHASE 6500 ACRES OF BARE LAND — 

SAVE A FEW FARMHOUSES — AND ESTABLISH A COMMUNITY 
WHERE THEY COULD HAVE THEIR CHURCH HEADQUARTERS, 
THEIR SCHOOLS, THEIR INSTITUTIONS AND INDUSTRIES, AND 
WHERE THEY COULD SERVE GOD, LIVING CLEAN, INDUSTRIOUS, 
AND HONEST LIVES? 

ZION CITY HAS BEEN, IS TODAY, AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE, 
THE CLEANEST AND MOST LAW-ABIDING,COMMUNITY IN THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, OR IN THE UNITED STATES. 

An Investigation of the Call 
for an Investigation of 
Mr. Voliva and His 

Religion 
Elder Thomas H. Nelson 

It is a fact that, in our larger cities, the 
Sunday baseball parks are filled with peo- 
ple, and the same evening the most popular 
D. D. in the city often will not have a hun- 
dred in his congregation. Yet, it costs 

fifty cents to see the baseball game, and 
the preacher can be heard for nothing. The 
vilest theater can boast that the people by 
the thousands pay their money afternoon 
and evening for the privilege of attending 
its entertainments, in crowds that tax the I 
seating capacity of the building; but the | 
church, whose seats are free, complains 
that they are empty. A political gathering, 
a costly lecture, a musical entertainment, a 

dog and pony show, a Sabbath street pa- 
rade, etc., have no reason to complain of 
small crowds in our cities; but the preach- 
ers are forced to make the humiliating con- 

fession that the people will not attend the 
church. 

While this is true of the ungrafted theo- 
logical seedling preachers, who are found 
fighting Mr. Voliva, his own congregations 
run into thousands, whether he preaches 
in his own city, or distant states. 

What has caused this state of affairs? 
Is the gospel a failure? Is so-called ortho- 
dox religion a hoax? Are the people de- 
generating, or can it he the popular church 
is off the track, or like an electric street 
car with a broken trolley-pole, has she lost 
her upper connection and receives neither 
light, nor locomotive energy from the 
dynamo in the power house of God? 

Mr. Voliva is made a criminal for 
preaching that the latter is largely true, and 
that the reason the churches are losing 
their influence over sensible, thinking men 

generally, is because they have drifted from 
their original principles, and put social dis- 
tinction on too thick, and their religion on 

too thin. Instead of regenerating the 
world, the popular church has been degen- 
erated by it; and instead of converting the 
giddy throng to her way of thinking, she 
has been converted by them to their way of 
living. 

Surely, more divinity in the pulpit will 
put more humanity in the pew; more sense 

in the sermon will bring more seekers to 
the church; more real manhood in the pas- 
tor will call more men to her communion. 
It is time to reverse the subject of general 
discussion at ministerial meetings, of how 
to reach and save the masses; and the 
masses should present a paper on the sub- 
ject of how to reach and save the preachers 
from the effects of their own foolishness 
and unbelief. 

This is just what Mr. Voliva is doing, 
and here is the real cause of the trouble. 
Through the actions of these blind leaders 
of the blind, Mr. Voliva declares that the 
church has become heretical in her teach- 
ings, and is run on such an unscriptural 
and costly plan that intelligence abandons 
her membership, and it takes all the money 
she can secure to keep herself in existence, 
so that she has neither time nor money to 

spend on the helpful activities in world re- 

demption for which she was called into ex- 

istence. Therefore, her existence is no 

longer a necessity, and she is being largely 
left to die for want of an excuse to live. 

Her unscriptural and abnormal mode ot 

living has long since made rich men a ne- 

cessity in her membership, even at the ex- 

pense of abandoning the necessity of con- 

version. When these unconverted rich 
men, whose money is their only grace, are 

brought into the church, they must be 
given official positions to keep them in good 
humor. Then, when they begin to run the 
church on their worldly-wise, selfish and 
fashionable principles, certain sections of 
the Bible are discredited, God is made al- 
most an outlaw, the church forfeits her 
right to public respect, and the intelligent 
people generally drift to secular enjoy- 
ments, in spite of the complaints of the 
preacher. Who can blame them, since the 
church has really nothing for them? A 
plaster fully as broad as the sore must be 
applied, if the church ever regains her lost 
prestige. 

As a man of broad research, Mr. Voliva 
has no hope of the world’s redemption, 
either politically, religiously or econom- 

ically through the present acting agencies, 
and he has consequently set up a locally 
competitive order, whose success thus far 
is actually terrifying to the advocates of 
the old order. He knows that history 
gives no account of a corrupt political body 
ever purifying itself, so as to be able to 

help the masses with a benign political re- 

form ; nor of a fashionable, formal church 
that ever regained its former purity and 

power, so as to bless mankind with a real 

gospel revival. 

He sensibly declares that nature’s plan 
has generally been to bring about political 
reform through a new party, and spiritual 
advancement through a new church. Thus 
has it been in the birth of every political 
body and religious movement that has ever 

blessed a blasted world. 
Nature does not resurrect the trees that 

die in the wilderness, but she plants new 

trees near by, and feeds and fertilizes 
their growing bodies on the decomposing 
particles of the ones that fall, and her us- 

age of political and religious bodies is al- 
ways on this principle. This is the reason 

for Zion’s existence, and reveals the cause 

also of its opposition. 
What the general Christian church is 

pining for, and what it needs, but does not 

want, is real, true men of this Voliva type 
in her pulpits today. Not merely creatures 
of this name described by PHto as “feath- 
erless bipeds.” We are cursed with too 

many of that fawning class now; the old 
ship Zion is overloaded with her useless 
crew of these gelatinous creatures. What 
is needed is soul, mind and backbone. Men 
who fear nothing but to offend against the 
right; of dauntless courage and absolute 
independence in thought, word and act. 
Men who have dropped the words “discour- 
agement” and “impossible” from their vo- 

cabularies as bad English, and whose cos- 

mopolitan spirit recognizes God as their 
Father, Jesus Christ as their Saviour and 
in Him every man as their brother and 
every land their home. Men who ask 
nothing of this world but the right of tread- 
ing on it and dare to look to God for all 
their supplies while “shaking their hands 
from holding of bribes.” Men who, from 
the lowest stratum to the highest pinnacle 
of society, are acquainted with the griev- 
ances, woes and temptations of the op- 
pressed masses. Men who have graduated 
in the school of adversity and have re- 

ceived their degrees from the horny hand 
of poverty; and who, like the original Bap- 
tist, are burning and shining lights, and 
consider themselves merely voices in the 
wilderness of this world’s woes speaking 
for God and the right. 

Men who have enough of the granite 
nature of Peter, and the gentle affection of j 
Barnabas, to be at once “sons of thunder” 
and “sons of consolation.” Men who know 
Christ independent of creed and purity, in- 
dependent of party. Elijah-like and Argus- 
eyed souls, whose eagle vision can pierce 
the fogs of popular deception, and whose 
mighty arm can brush aside the silken veil 
of sophistry. Men who refuse to be fright- 
ened by legislatures or popular opposition, 
and who scorn to be gagged by greenbacks 
or shackled by gold, and who laugh at the 
thought of being hamstrung by fashionable 
official boards. Men whose composition is 
mind, morals and mental, rather than much 
of the mud that is current under the mis- 
nomer “man.” 

Men with muscles of iron and nerves of 
steel, in whose tremendous grasp baptized 
iniquity whimpers like a whipped child, 
social deformity groans at being forced to 

behold its own photograph, while legislative 
piracy, a prostituted press and plutocratic 
money-changers roar like the “bulls of 
Bashan” at being exposed to the wrath of 

I an over-credulous people. 
Such a man is Wilbur Glenn Voliva, 

| Leader of Zion. 
If ever the church and world, too, 

; needed men of this mould, they are needed 
in this fashionable, sectarian, press ridden, 

! plutocratic, party-cursed age in which we 

! live. The baptized bigotry, fossilized for- 

| mality, and petrified perfidy of this age are 

i well entrenched, while truth, purity and 
j Christian charity are exiles in the earth. 
I These White Knights of Truth must surely 
keep their eyes on the morning star of a 

coming brighter age, and live where the 
I glory of the cross of Jesus Christ is all 
| the encouragement they need. 

In this fact lies the strength of Mr. Vol- 
iva, as he is a special apostle of the near 

j dawning of this new Millennial Day, and 
from this fact does much of his persecution 
come, inspired by the advocates of the old 

| order. 
Where are the moral and mental giants, 

the Herculean heroes like him, who will 
dare attack the conscienceless editorial 
staff of intellectual prostitutes, who often 

| use their libelous sheets to vilify righteous 
; men and sound principles, and extol base 
| men, malicious tenets, and robbery schemes 
! in order to keep the good will of the con- 

| scienceless Barabbases and feelingless Shy- 
locks, whose hired tools they are? 

Where are the lion-like Luthers, who are 

not afraid to burn the bulls of silly secta- 
rian bigots, and who dare defy the heartless 
hierarch of their own and the universal 

j church if need be, in a bold denunciation 
I of popular sin ? Where are the daring 
Daniels, like him, who will stand alone 
against the world and wrong for God and 

I the right ? Where are the moral Sampsons, 
| who dare risk their lives in pulling the pil- j 

lars from under the temples of civil, eco- 

nomic, and religious wickedness? Where 
are the daring spirits who, as would-be 
saviours with a “whip of small cords,” dare 
drive degenerate priests, polluted politi- 
cians, plutocratic money-changers, and 
press prostitutes from the temples of piety 
and politics, and who will, as saith the 
prophet, “seek judgment, relieve the op- 
pressed, judge the fatherless and plead for 
the widow, till the day dawns, and the shad- 
ows flee away”? 

God wants thousands of men, of this 
Voliva type, whose heads, hearts, hands, 
mouths, and backbones are all the Lord’s, 
and who will use them for him to that ex- 

tent, that if need be their bodies can be 
offered up, as his is now being, on the al- 
tars of public ignorance, a vicarious sacri- 
fice to save the church and the world from 
self and the devil. 

The modern church has largely lost its 
restraining, wholesome influence over the 
popular mind, and she will soon go down 
and lose her very life and identity in a 

state of chaotic and bloody revolution, po- 
litical, social and economic, unless through 
men of this Voliva sort, she speedily brings 
the fear of God, and the love of righteous- 
ness to bear upon the masses, through a 
revival of true religion. Some entire de- 
nominations are spiritually superannuated 
as a consequence of their refusal to do this. 

A revival of the kind Mr. Voliva is call- 
ing for is really necessary to keep many of 
our larger city churches off the auction 
block today, as they are already scanda- 
lously under tribute to the pawnshop. 
Reader, do not antagonize this truth, but 
examine it and pray over it and you will 
be forced to acknowledge its soundness. 

The legitimate fruit of the church’s 
frigid formality is seen in her non-progres- 
sion even in numbers. A Scriptural re- 

vival alone will save her from sordid self- 
interest, and settle the petty ecclesiastical 
tyrannies, formalities and jarring discord- 
ancies which are ever rupturing the church 
into sections and parties with warring, in- 
terests. There can be no real diversity of 
interest between two sections of Christ’s 
true church. “We are members one of 
another and each needs the other in or- 
der to succeed. This opposition to Zion 
and Mr. Voliva is religious fratricide. “If 
one member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it.” This is an industrial as well as 
a religious truth. 

It is high time to abandon our vengeful 
schemes, and profitless parleying for party j 
on the part of the church, and through sep- ! 
aration from the world and sin and self, j 
humbly draw nigh to God in faith and j 
prayer for a revival of true religion. We I 
recognize the fact that we neither live nor 
die to ourselves, but rise or fall together. 

We should have a revival of deep, lasting 
order, or we should entirely abandon the 
religious business. There is need of truer 
unity and wiser adjustment of our individ- 
ual and denominational, as well as our eco- 
nomic differences, on the principles of love 
and charity where unnecessary sensitive- 
ness is sacrificed to truth, purity and the 
public good, and where ecclesiastical wire- ! 
pulling and intrigue are forbidden a place, and where humility, love and mutual help- fulness hold sway. 

Mr. Voliva proves that he is willing to 
live, love and labor, pray, pay and sacrifice 
to bring this about. 

After a disinterested examination of the 
facts, we are of the opinion that his ene- 
mies are all compliments to him, and his 
opposition is both an advertisement and an 
education. Now as to a few of the real 
facts. 

Since there is no properly interested 
party in the State of Illinois, or citizen in 
Zion City, who is legally calling for defense 
against any action of General Overseer 
Voliva, or for an investigation of his books 
or activities, the general public is at a loss 
to know just why the tax payers are to be 
taxed with the expense of a costly investi- 
gation of both, apparently to appease the 
personal spite of an offended politician, 
whose seat is in danger through Mr. Vol- 
iva’s spreading popularity among his con- 

stituency. 
Anyone acquainted with the granite 

character of this man Voliva, knows that 
though there be nothing in his life or busi- 
ness which he needs to be ashamed of, or 

that he would not gladly reveal to anyone 
honestly desirous of information yet, from 
the standpoint of principle, he will legally 
resist this Legislative Committee to the 
last ditch, and likely to the political oblivion 
of its advocates, on the grounds of uncon- 

stitutional class legislation. He will doubt- 
less defy the Committee as really powerless 
to force him to permit an investigation. 
Of course they will resort to the courts. 
He does not fear the courts, for he knows 
he is perfectly inside his rights, and has 
violated no law. 

In the successful management and ex- 

pansion for fourteen years, of a multitude 
of diversified business interests, some of 
giant proportions, and in the financial re- 

juvenation of a bankrupt estate, whose in- 
debtedness was over a million dollars, Mr. 
Voliva has proven that he is at least no 

fool, nor are his attorneys. 
They may arrest him; that just adds to 

his popularity, and fans the fire these fools 
would quench. His attorneys will doubt- 
less be on hand with bail, and he is of the 
stuff that will fight this case through all the 
loAver courts, and sooner or later his rights 
will be respected, and his eventual triumph 
will but advance his cause. 

But it is costly business for the tax- 

payers, sending this expensive Committee 
around, summoning witnesses, taking testi- 
mony, etc., to pilot this useless case through 
the courts to please either a grieved or a 

hired politician, and a handful of bellicose 
irresponsibles, Avho might desire to use his 
influence to further their personal ends. 

We understand that Mr. Voliva gener- 
ally retains a corps of competent attorneys, 
whom he leaves to legally cast out the dev- 
ils that he stirs up. The fact that he has 
had hundred of similar suits, and AA^on them 
all, should pro\Te to intelligence that AA’hat 
his enemies say about him is largely false. 
The soundness of his position, and his safe 
business activities form his sure defense, 
and the opposition he receives is his great- 
est advertising equity. 

There are powerful business interests in l 

direct competition with Mr. Voliva and 
Zion City, who evidently would not balk at 

hiring just such tools of opposition as are 

displayed in this call for a general State 
Investigation, when no individual is in any 
particular asking the courts for redress. 

What are our county and state courts 
for? Why is this legislative expense made, 
when the Legislature has really no judicial 
authority ? 

These facts alone should inspire the tax- 

payers to call for an investigation of the 
callers for this investigation. They surely 
will in time, and it will react on the heads 
of those conscienceless, political jugglers 
of the people’s money, credulity and pa- 
tience, and they will be left “Shurtless.” 

Yours truly, 
The Voters’ Volunteer Investigator. 
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THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE CHRISTIAN CATHOLIC 
APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN ZION BOUGHT ELEVEN SQUARE MILES 
OF VACANT LAND, EXCEPT A FEW FARMHOUSES, AND HAVE, 
THROUGH EIGHTEEN YEARS OF TOIL AND SACRIFICES, ACCOM- 
PLISHED WONDERS! 

THEN WHY SHOULD INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE NO CON- 
NECTION OR SYMPATHY WITH THE ZION MOVEMENT BE AL- 
LOWED TO COME N AND SAY TO ZION PEOPLE, “YOU GET OUT!” 
—AND THEN CALL UPON THE COURTS AND THE LEGISLATURE 
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS TO ASSIST THEM IN DESTROYING 
THE HERITAGE OF THOUSANDS OF EARNEST, GOD-FEARING, 
LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS? 

Some “Shirtleft” 
Scraps 

By Elder Thomas H. Nelson 

IN contradistinction to a real statesman, 
a politician is a man who acts from policy 
rather than principle. With such shift- 
ing weathercocks, gold is often more in- 
fluential than God and the people’s good 
combined. 

THE dead are sacred. We speak real 
charitably of the departed no matter how 
warlike we acted toward them in life. One 
of Mr. Voliva’s main offences lies in the 
fact that he has not made a domestic job 
for the undertaker. He can be popular yet, 
the very minute he serves practical notice 
on some man that he is well out of their 
way. But he stubbornly persists in re- 

fusing to purchase popularity at that price, 
—and there is the trouble. 

THE honor of the office is often made 
to sanctify the crimes by which it was 

acquired. 

THERE is an envenomed slander — a 

cowardly attempt at the assassination of a 

reputation — in the call for this investiga- 
tion. It appears that Mr. “Shirtless” is anx- 

ious to crush the man and the movement 
that he fears, and, being too timorous to 
show his hand, he is desirous of making the 
State Legislature his unwitting accomplice 
and his eventual scapegoat. What craven, 
criminal cowardice, under the guise of the 
public welfare! O Patriotism, what exe- 

crable crimes are committed in thy name! 

HE who would build up a personal re- 

putation on an outside reputation which he 
ruined, admittedly, has a poor foundation 
for a poorer reputation. Pity the “nut”! 

HE has learned much in politics who has 
learned how to keep in the good-will of a 

wealthy corporation. 

SINCE Mr. “Shirtless,” as an adroit, 
secretive, cunning manipulator, is a subtle 
enough schemer to make an unwitting 
cat’s-paw of the State Legislature, and use 

its members in their exalted capacity to 
assassinate a rising reputation—at the tax 
payers’ expense — in order that his chest- 
nuts may be pulled from the fire and his 
political opposition besmirched and crush- 
ed, his knavish chicanery is somewhat off- 
set by the contemplation that he is no ordi- 
nary scoundrel. Mr. Voliva and Zion may 
yet exult in the fact that the consummate 
defeat of such an astute, discriminating, 
bold and crafty dissembler is no small 
triumph. 

THERE is something that smells ’to 
Heaven in this “Shirtless” policy, which 
asks the legal right to wrong many, in or- 

der that one might profit by their loss. 

POLITICS, as a substitute for principle, 
either finds a fool or makes one. 

THERE are men today eulogizing Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, who, by their cruel and 
unjust opposition, helped to “break the 
golden bowl” and place him where he is. 
They would sanctify their crime by a little 
pious (yet poisonous), post-mortem praise. 
Thus, if some polluted politicians and press 
prostitutes who are trying to crush Mr. 
Voliva today, were to hear of his death, 
they would endeavor to ease their con- 

sciences by saying, “Well, he was a fear- 
less, forceful fellow.” 

HE knows enough in politics who knows 
a millionaire. 

HOLY Writ declares that an abnormal 
desire for office made an imp out of an 

angel — Satan out of a seraph (which he 
was originally). That abnormal desire has 
been making devils from that day till this; 
but the continued appearance of the angel 
m politics is a fallacy, while the fact of the 
imp is a reality. 

WHEN, under the astute urging of a 

sagacious deceiver, unlawful law-makers in 
a State Legislature usurp the rights of the 
courts that they might wrong the citizens 
of the State under the garb of legality, 
such laws make lawlessness. Such absolute, 
arrogant autocracy — such devilish, dom- 
ineering despotism, was the bloody, Bolshe- 
vic-breeding principle that ruined Russia. 

NO man should be trusted with the busi- 
ness of 'the public who cannot mind his 
own. 

IT is a clever piece of successful charla- 
tanism, an ingenious bit of subtle fiendish- 
ness, to pull the wool over the eyes of State 
Legislators, and, under the guise of patriot- 
ism, use them in their simplicity, at the peo- 
ple’s expense, to help pay your campaign 
grudges and, incidentally, to crush your fu- 
ture political opposition. Hats off to the 
“Shirtless’” chicane who has done it! But 
since it is a point in law that ignorance of 
law is no excuse for a breach of the law, 
the legislators who have allowed themselves 
to be fooled into this intrigue are become 
real, amenable anarchs thereby. Ignoring 

the courts and the fact that they are with- 
out judicial authority, they pass special class 
legislation that allows them to usurp courts’ 
rights and accomplish ends the courts 
would forbid. This is sagacious anarchy— 
a breeder of Bolshevism. 

THE Greatest Reformer and Pungent 
Truthteller of all history — Himself a vic- 
tim of popular, political and religous op- 
pression, scathingly denounced the blind, 
blatant hypocrisy of the rulers of His day. 
Then He added that, while they were gar- 
nishing the sepulchers of the prophets their 
fathers stoned (literally raising monuments 
to them), they were at the very same time 
stoning the prophets of their own day, just 
as their fathers had previously done. They 
were by that very same fact, Jesus said, 
unintentionally proving their real disposi- 
tional sonship to those fathers, in spite of 
the fact that they were bemoaning and con- 

doning their ’crimes. This is {a perfect 
description of the egotism of every age and 
always foreshows the true reformer’s fate 
—“hemlock” and “hysop.” Thoughtfulness 
sees in this subtle, slanderous slam at Mr. 
Voliva and Zion, on the part of his en- 

venomed adversaries, a sure proof of 
Heaven’s approbation. The character of a 

man’s enemies is an indication of his own 

character. When the devil has such re- 

presentatives, Zion would rather have “the 
old lion of Hell” roar than snore. His 

NO GENTLEMAN WILL SMOKE OR USE TOBACCO IN ZION 
CITY! 

Gentlemen recognize and respect the religious rights of thousands of people 
who have come together from all parts of the wrorld and, as God-fearing and 
law-abiding citizens, have built up, from nothing, a clean, prosperous community. 

The enemies of Voliva and Zion who are begging the Illinois State Legisla- 
ture to become a “cat’s paw” for them, are made up of traitors; that is, individuals 
who came to Zion City with full knowledge of all restrictions and requirements, 
professing to be loyal to the principles, professing to be loyal to the principles, 
practices, and purposes of the Community, and who then suddenly turned around 
and began their porch-climbing tactics of destruction. Then, added to these, are 

a few people of the world, the flesh, and the devil, who have no regard either 
for the Gosp^ or for the law. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Zion carried the Township Election by 1,000 
majority, the City Election by 995, and the School Election by 1,149, this coterie 
of traitors and worldlings say to the courts and to the State {Legislature: “Help 
us kick these Zion people out of the Community which they have founded and 
built up, and let us pick the carcase.” 

^ Zion people say to these criminals: “WE FOUNDED THIS COM- 
MUNITY AND BY OUR SACRIFICES WE BUILT IT, AND IF YOU 
STAY HERE YOU MUST ABIDE BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS, 
OR YOU MUST GET OUT AND GO TO ANY ONE OF A THOUSAND 
OTHER TOWNS AND CITIES, WHERE YOU CAN DRINK AND STINK, 
SMOKE, CHEW, SPEW, AND SERVE THE DEVIL TO YOUR HEARTS’ 
CONTENT.” 

The Fate of Ancient Politi- 
cal Conspirators 

Elder Thomas H. Nelson 

THIS petitioning of legislatures to 
make special class legislation against 
some troublesome reformer, is one of the 
devil’s old tricks,—and, if he were not 
a dunce, he never would try it again. 
It is a dastardly piece of poltroonery, so 

much so that its covert, craven coward- 
ice will be resorted to only by the basest 
and most contemptible of men. Its use 

by them is a virtual confession of the 
superiority, and almost invincibility, of j 
the one against whom it is used. 

In the reign of Darius, the Median 
king, the growing popularity of Daniel, 
the prophet, fanned the fires of jealousy 
in the hearts of his envious contem- 

poraries. They acknowledged that they 
“sought occasion against him.” But they 
had to confess: “We find *** no error 

or fault *** or occasion against him, ex- 

cept it be concerning the law of his God.” 
Their gods and religions, and conse- 

quently, their lives, were different from 
his. Here is revealed the inspiring cause 

of the conspiracy to petition for special 
class legislation through which they 
might railroad Daniel to oblivion, 

The king’s pride was sycophantically 
appealed to then as the subterfuge, as 

“the people’s welfare” is today made the 
scapegoat. The real cause in each in- 
stance is their despicable conspiracy to 
feloneously assassinate opposition and yet 
cover their crime with the sanctity of 
the law, and honor themselves with the 
appearance of patriotism, while doing so. 

The king- and the people whose pride 
and selfishness are judiciously exploited, 
are to pay the expenses of the astute 
and Jesuitical enterprise that is calcu- 
lated only to relieve these contemptible 
miscreants from fear and defeat. A 
shrewd bit of many-sided political fraud- 
ulence, is it not? 

A benignant Providence generally sees 
to it that all such schemes contain the 
elements of their own eventual defeat. 

Did Haman, the Persian politician, 
succeed when he secured special class 
legislation to destroy Mordecai (the Gen- 
eral Overseer of Zion), and all his faith- 
ful Jewish members, in the days of 
Ahasuerus and Queen Esther? He got 
his “resolution adopted,” but God inter- 
posed against its execution, and, though 
he “built a gallows seventy cubits high” 
on which to hang that General Overseer 
Mordecai, yet by God’s overruling provi- 
dence, Haman, after a fearful humbling, 
was himself hanged on that same gallows. 

Some, in this present conspiracy, are 

already politically hanging themselves as 

high as Hainan, by the providential inter- 
position of God. 

The eventual result of the conspiracy 
then was the great popularization of the 
Zion crowd and the extension of Zion’s 
borders, and so it will be today. We 
defy the devil, and defeat him in defying 
him. God’s cause can be hurt only from 
the inside, never from the outside. 

Wdiat was the final outcome in Daniel’s 
day? They got their “resolution” en- 

acted into law—illegal law—and they 
sent Daniel to the lion’s den. It seemed 
as though real victory was theirs, but 
God says, “The triumph of the wicked 
is short.” The lions contracted the lock- 
jaw and developed a bad case of extreme 
somnolence. But when God had deliv- 
ered Daniel, their jaws got limbered up, 
and they were fully aroused by the time 
Daniel’s enemies reached the den. It is 
written, “They brake all their bones ere 

they came to the bottom of the den.” 
All men eventually reap what they 

sow, they get what they give; and ever 

find the wages like the work at last. 
Joseph’s brethren sold him into Egypt; 

God, by famine, drove them there also. 
Haman built a gallows to hang God’s 

man on; God forced him to that very 
gibbet. 

The Babylonian servants of Nebuchad- 
nezzar terribly “heated the fiery furnace” 
for God’s noble trio—Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego. They found it danger- 
ous business “making it hot” for some one 

else. The fire scorched them to death on 

the outside of the furnace, while those 
on the inside had nothing burned but 
the bands that belonged to Babylon, and 
they were free in the flames and God 
was with them. The devil’s crowd are 

real combustible; God’s folks “keep 
cool” in the hot places. Daniel’s enemies 
received just what they planned for him. 

Judas, whose avarice sold Christ to the 
cross, thereby drove himself to the gar- 
ret and the suicide’s gibbet and the “Pot- 
ter’s field.” 

Conspirators today should hesitate to 

take a track that leads to such a goal; 
for God is just the same today, and so 

is His cause, and so are His people. 
Zion would ordinarily welcome a gen- 

tleman’s investigation of everything in 
Zion, but when “an investigation” is 
called for with the sole purpose of be- 
smirching Zion and trying to make it ap- 
pear that there is something foul hid- 
den away—well, such investigators and 
the instigators of the same will be shown 
enough “rottenness” and “duplicity” by 
an exposition of their own ranks and tac- 
tics ere they are through with it. We 
have had enough of “the wicked calling 
the righteous to repentance and the 
devil trying to cast out God.” 

INVESTMENTS 

In Zion Institutions 8C Industries 
The present amount of CAPITAL now invested in these Institutions & In- 

dustries is $550,000. 
Number of EMPLOYEES — 600. 
PAY ROLL — $586,000 per year. 
Amount of BUSINESS done last twelve months — over $2,000,000. 
On all investments made for five years or longer, we pay 7% interest for 

the first three years and 6% interest thereafter. 
All inquiries concerning investments in these Institutions & Industries should 

be address to — 

W. HURD. CLENDINEN, General Manager, 
Administration Building, 

Zion, Lake County, 
Illinois. 


