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RAILWAY SHOPMEN IN CHICAGO, 
BOSTON AND MINNEAPOLIS DIS- 

TRICT REMAIN DEFIANT OF 
WILSON’S ORDER 

President Wilson, on August 7, notified 
Director General Hines that he was autho- 
rized to take up the demands of railroad 
shop employes for higher wages and decide 
them on their merits. He added, however, 
that until the striking shopmen returned to 
work and again recognized the authority of 
their union leaders, the whole matter must 
remain at a standstill. 

While it is claimed, at present writing, 
that more than ninety per cent of the shop- 
men who have been on strike over the coun- 

try at large have returned to work, the 
Chicago, Boston and Minneapolis districts 
are notable exceptions. 

In the Chicago district, it is claimed that 
about 28,000 men are defying the president’s 
order and refusing to return to work until 
their demands for what they consider a liv- 
ing wage are met. They are receiving from 
36 cents to 58 cents an hour and are de- 
manding 60 cents for all helpers and 85 
cents for all mechanics. 

More than 15,000 men are out in and near 

Minneapolis, the pivot point of northwestern 
rail traffic. At Indianapolis, 7,000 are re- 

ported on strike. The walkout of 30,000 
men in New England has caused the suspen- 
sion of trains on various eastern roads. 

Trains will continue to operate as long as 

locomotives and cars can hold out without 
essential repairs, but the situation is becom- 
ing more and more serious. 

Presidents of all Chicago railroads hur- 
ried to Washington this week to issue a 

reply to the so-called Plumb bill and to con- 
sider the railroad situation as a whole. 

W. H. Finley, President of the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railway, is quoted as 

saying: 
“The provisions of this Sims or so-called 

Plumb bill involves a complete change in 
our government. The position of the rail- 
road brotherhoods in this matter cannot be 
ignored or dismissed with a wave of the 
hand. The shift from private initiative to 
nationalization of all our industries and that 
is what it would mean ultimately,.would af- 
fect every man, woman and child in the 
United States. 

“There must be calm deliberation in the 
consideration of the situation. Taking over 

of one branch of our industries, the rail- 
roads, for the benefit of one class would be 
strictly class legislation, and if done for the 
railroad unions, factories and other lines of 
production could as well be taken over for 
those that are employed, and this nation- 
alization could be pursued until there was 

little of a private nature left in the country. 
All this means public debts and taxes and 
the people must be consulted before financial 
action is taken. 

“The issue is now squarely up to the peo- 
ple. The proposition for the management of 
railroads under this Plumb idea is revolu- 
tionary. It would seem that the people of 
the United States would better await results 
of similar experiments in Russia before 
adopting these changes.” 

Mr. Glenn E. Plumb, c>f Chicago, author 
of the proposition, is quoted as saying that 
he is amazed at the spread of sentiment for 
his plan and he would not be surprised at 

anything up to revolution if something is not 
done. 

When questioned as to what he meant by 
revolution, he replied: “A change in the ex- 

isting order of things.” He was then asked, 
“Do you mean an overturning of our form 
of government?” He replied, “No. These 
workers believe our form of government 
will be the means of accomplishing a new 

order. I would not wonder if what they are 

thinking of as revolution is the replacing of 
the men who are now representing them in 
the government by others who will carry out 

their wishes. I think the first direct action 
will be the use of the ballot. That is as far 
as I can see, and I hope I’ll never have to 
see beyond it.” 

Mr. A. B. Garretson, adviser of the Order 
of Railway Conductors, has,urged upon 
Congress the imperative necessity of prompt 
action to prevent a general upheaval. He 
declares that social unrest is underlying the 
smooth crust, which is liable to be disrupted, 
and that nine-tenths of the efforts of union 
officials are now devoted to sitting on the lid. 

Warren S. Stone, grand chief of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, de- 
clared this week before the House interstate 
committee that railway employes preferred 
a reduction of cost of living to an increase in 
wages. He said he did not believe that any 
labor organizations would strike simply to 

force the Plumb plan through Congress, but 
declared that some organizations would 
strike unless something is done immediately 
to raise wages or cut down the living cost. 

After suggesting that labor might urge a 

firing squad for profiteers, he added: 
“I want to say one thing—and I say it in 

no spirit of threat, I simply want to state it 
as a fact—and that is unless Congress or 

some one finds a solution for this problem 
within two or three months—and I don’t 
mean a year or two—you are going to see 

the worst time you have ever seen in the his- 

tory of this country. 
“The people are not going to fold their 

hands while they starve. They are going to 

die fighting.” 

CAMPAIGN UNDER WAY FOR RE- 
DUCTION OF HIGH COST OF LIVING 

In an address on the high cost of living, 
President Wilson, in effect, told Congress, 
on August 8, that such steps as are now be- 
ing taken, while going far toward checking 
the flight of prices, cannot reach the funda- 
mentals of the problem, and these, he said, 
could not be solved until the great war-worn 
nations of the world resumed normal pro- 
duction. He declared that the prerequisite 
for such resumption of normal production 
must necessarily be the ratification of the 
peace treaty and the inauguration of pro- 
cesses of mutual international assistance de-' 
rived from the operation of the league of 
nations. 

By way of immediate relief, he declared 
that surplus stocks of both food and cloth- 
ing in hands of the government would be 
sold at prices showing no profit. He also 
stated that large surplus stocks in the hands 
of private individuals would be taken out of 
storage and put upon the market. He drew 
attention to the fact that stocks of food held 
in storage on June 1 this year were approx- 
imately twenty per cent greater than those 
held on June 1, 1918. There was therefore 
no shortage, and the prevailing high prices 
were caused largely by speculation. 

He declared that some of the methods by 
which high prices are produced are illegal, 
some of them criminal, and that those who 
set them will be energetically proceeded 

.against. 
The fact was brought out that it is quite 

practical for the government to supply the 
public with full information as to the whole- 
sale cost of foodstuffs as well as the cost of 
transportation, thus showing just what mar- 

gin of profit retailers are demanding. 
Regarding the labor situation, he express- 

ed his belief that the more radical leaders 
of organized labor will presently yield to a 

second sober thought, and that they will see 

that strikes undertaken at this critical time 
are certain to make matters worse, not bet- 
ter — worse for them and for nobody else. 

Attorney General Palmer, this week, is 
said to have expressed the opinion that the 
publicity of fair lists of prices, which the 
state food administrators have agreed to re- 

sume posting, will accomplish more than any 
other single device in checking extortionate 
demands from the Consuming public. Food 
administrators in every state, therefore, 
have been requested by the Attorney Gen- 
eral to begin the formation of fair price 
committees. 

Once fair prices are arrived at and posted 
by the food administrators, all the strength 
of the department of justice will be brought 
to bear to maintain observance of these 
prices. Any violations will be reported to 
the nearest United States district attorney, 
who will be authorized to proceed at once 

against the profiteer. All special agents of 
the department of justice throughout the 
country have been ordered to assist district 
attorneys in uncovering evidence of profit- 
eering in foodstuffs and the other necessities 
of life. 

According to newspaper reports, prices on 

certain commodities already have begun to 
tumble as a result of this campaign. The 
United States Food Administration has is- 
sued an order setting the retail price of 

I sugar at 11 cents a pound. Reductions have 
been made in the price of potatoes, vege- 
tables, dressed meats and fruits. 

AMERICA FIRST, SAYS LODGE 

According to Washington reports, a tem- 

pestuous demonstration broke loose in the 
United States Senate, on August 12, at the 
close of a speech by Senator Lodge, the 
Republican leader, in which he assailed the 
league of nations. 

“I will go as far as any one in world 
service, but the first step to world service is 
the maintenance of the United States,” 
Senator Lodge said, “You may call me sel- 
fish if you will, but an American I was born, 
and American I have remained all my life. 
I can never be anything else but an Ameri- 
can, and I must think of the United States 
first, and when I think of the United States 
first I am thinking of what is best for the 
world, for if the United States fails, the 
best hopes of mankind fail with it. 

“I have never had but one ellegiance, I 
cannot divide it now. I have loved but one 

flag, and I cannot share that devotion and 
give affection to the mongrel banner invent- 
ed for a league.” 

When the Senator uttered these words, a 

tumult of applause broke loose from the gal- 
leries. Disregarding the Senate rules, the 
crowd stood up, cheering and waving hats, 
and time after time the applause was re- 

newed. Vice-President Marshall finally 
succeeded in restoring order. 

HEAVY LOSSES IN GRAIN CROPS 
DURING PAST 60 DAYS 

Severe crop losses in the bread grains 
were shown a few days ago in the govern- 
ment report for August. 

At no time in the history of crop report- 
ing have losses been so severe as during the 
last sixty days, due to unfavorable weather, 
rust and drought, combined with extreme 
heat at the critical period. However, despite 
the serious losses, the United States still has 
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more grain for feed and food than is re- 

quired for home consumption and export- 
ation. 

The most drastic cut in wheat production 
ever known was made last month with a 

lowering of the wheat yield to 940.000,000 
bu., or 221,000,000 bu. from the July re- 

turns, and 296,000,000 bu. below the estim- 
ated yield in June. The crop is only 23,000- 
000 bu. larger than last year and is 86,000- 
000 bu. short of the bumper yield of 1915, 
while it was confidently expected two 

months ago that it would show an excess of 
300.000. 000 bu. 

The wheat crop is sufficient to allow 600,- 
000,090 bu. for domestic consumption and 
seed and 340,000,000 bu. for export without 

allowing for any surplus at the end of the 
season. It means that the government with 
its $1,000,000,090 corporation for handling 
the crop will not be burdened with an excess 

of supplies as expected earlier in the season. 

Most of the crop is of poor quality this year 
and best informed people do not regard the 

supply of milling wheat much above 850,- 
000,000 bu. 

The total crop of wheat, oats, rye and 

barley is estimated at 2,495,000,000 bu., a re- 

duction of 403,000,000 bu., or 14 per cent 

under previous estimates. Including the 
corn crop, there is a total of 5,283,000,000 
bu., a loss in July of 430,000,000 bu., or 7.5 

per cent. 
As compared with last year, the total of 

the five grains shows a reduction of 102,- 
000,000 bu., or about 2 per cent, while com- | 
pared with the big crops of 1917, the loss is j 

186.000. 000 bu. or about 3 per cent. j 
i 

FEDERAL PROSECUTION OF FIVE 
BIG PACKING FIRMS 

Anti-trust suits against the five great meat 

packing firms, Armour, Swift, Morris, Wil- 
son and Cudahy, were announced from 

Washington by Attorney General Palmer, 
on August 6, as the first concrete develop- 
ment of the government’s campaign to re- 

duce the high cost of living. Criminal 
prosecution will be instituted. Jail sentences 
will be asked for the heads of the packing 
firms, according to United States Attorney 
Charles F. Clyne, and suits also will be filed 
to recover money. 

The prosecutions will be under the Sher- 
man anti-trust law. The charge in each 
count will be conspiracy, either to curtail the 

supply of foodstuffs or to stifle competition 
and to maintain uniform high prices. 

J. Ogden Armour, in a statement regard- 
ing the proposed federal prosecution of the 

packers, has said: 

“Legal action in any form instituted 
against the packers, as press dispatches in- 
dicate, that may be started, I confidently be- 
lieve, will prove that we are not responsible 
for the high cost of meat and that we are 

not profiteers. 
“To bring about this demonstration we 

welcome this opportunity to prove that we 
can neither control the price paid for live 
stock nor the price we receive for our pro- 
duct. 

“The economic conditions out of which 
this situation arises are so deep that no sin- 
gle agency is responsible. This procedure 
can be made to show the part played in high 
prices by such basic factors as production 
costs, the wages of labor, freight rates, and 
the high taxes occasioned by the war.” 

Louis F. Swift, president of Swift and 
Company, also has issued a statement, as 

follows: 
“I would welcome the opportunity to 

plead our case before any impartial body of 
men, which has so far been denied us. 

“The public has been fed up on a lot of 
baseless accusations, and we have been made 
the innocent victims of economic conditions 
beyond anybody’s control. 

“The increase in the cost of meats has 
been no greater than in most other lines and 
our profits have been reasonable. 

“I know that this suit will prove what we 

have contended all along, namely, that there 
is absolutely no combination or monopoly, 
and that the profit of the packers is only a 

fraction of a cent a pound and therefore has 
practically no effect on prices paid for live 
stock or received from the sale of meats.” 

PEACE CONFERENCE DATA WITH- 
HELD BY PRESIDENT WILSON 

I 
President Wilson’s refusal to make public 

the proceedings of the peace conference has 
aroused a lot of editorial criticism. 

Arthur Sears Henning, writing for the 

Chicago Tribune, from Washington, under 
date of August 11, says: 

“President Wilson today declined to fur- 
nish the senate any of the documents shed- 

ding light on the negotiations of the peace 
treaty or the drafting of the league of 
nations covenant. 

“Having cautioned Premier Clemenceau 
to adopt the same attitude toward the de- 
mands of the French senate, the president 
now has reason to regard as safely bottled 

up all secret information bearing on the 

‘open covenants of peace openly arrived at.’ 
“The only document the president vouch- 

safed the senate was the American plan for 
a league of nations, which Mr. Wilson al- 

I 

ready has admitted was rejected in favor of 
the British plan. 

“To the surprise of many senators, the 
league of nations project put forward by 
President Wilson not only was devoid of 
any provisions for safe-guarding the Mon- 
roe doctrine and American rights and in- 
terests generally, but contained article 10, in 
practically the form in which it finally was 

adopted. 
“The president thus is revealed as the 

author of the provision pledging the United 
States to the guarantee of the territorial in- 
tegrity and political independence of all na- 

tions members of the league, which, it is 
contended, will embroil the American re- 

public in all the territorial quarrels of Eu- 
rope and call for the dispatch of American 
armies to distant parts of the world.” 

ANDREW CARNEGIE, WORLD PHIL- 
ANTROPIST, PASSES AWAY IN 

HIS 84TH YEAR 

Donated Sums Totaling $350,695,653 — 

Founded Nearly 3,000 Libraries Besides 
Many Other Public Institutions 

Andrew Carnegie, steel magnate and phil- 
anthropist, died at his summer home, 
“Shadow Brook,” near Lenox, Massachu- 
setts, on August 11, in his 84th year. 

Carnegie’s wealth, built of 5 per cent steel 
bonds, would, without so much as turning 
over a hand, have approached half a billion 
by the time he had reached the age of four- 
score, on November 28, 1915, had he not 

given a large portion of it away. 
He held that it was disgraceful for a man 

to keep on gathering idle millions, and on 

the day of his death had given away the 
stupendous sum of $350,695,653. This 
was at the rate of over $50,000 a day. On 
free library buildings alone, he spent $60,- 
364,808, establishing them in 2,800 English 
speaking communities throughout the world. 

In Pittsburg, the scene of his steel making 
triumphs, he established a great institute, in- 
cluding the largest of his libraries, a 

museum, a magnificent concert hall and the 
Carnegie Technological Schools, with a total 
endowment of $16,000,000. 

He built a great national institution in 
Washington, to be the fountain head of ad- 
vanced work in investigation, research and 
discovery, costing $20,000,000. To univer- 
sities in his native Scotland he gave an edu- 
cational fund of $10,000,000. His other en- 

dowments, chiefly along the line of educa- 
tional work, would make a long list. 

One of his ideals was the abolition of war, 
and he donated $10,000,000 toward an in- 
ternational peace fund, erecting the peace 
palace at The Hague, which was dedicated 
in 1913. Mr. Carnegie is said to have been 
more severly affected by the world war 
which followed than most men; it came as a 

hard blow to him and the cause which he 
had so close at heart. 

EUROPE IN CLOUD OF PROFOUND 
DISCOURAGEMENT 

Lieut. Colonel Homer Folks, just return- 
ed to America after two years in Europe, 
where he made careful survey of the situ- 
ation, is quoted in the New York Times as 

saying: 
“Coming back to America i^ like coming 

out from under a dark cloud which never 

lifts. 
“I am not thinking of the danger from 

Prussia but of the sense of tremendous and 
irreparable loss and of vague and impending 
danger which weighs upon every thinking 
mind in Europe. It is almost impossible for 
us to realize the situation in France, for in- 
stance, where the loss has been about one- 
fifth of its men from 18 to 50 years of age. 
If we had lost the same proportion of our 

population we would be mourning for 
5,000,000 men. No great country has ever 

faced the future with such a loss of its man 

power; but it is the allied countries farther 
east — Poland, Roumania. Serbia and others 
— that need help urgently now. 

“The war has brought different evils up- 
on different countries but Serbia has had to 
meet them all. The net result of her suffer- 
ing has been the loss of about twenty per 
cent of her entire population plus the sacri- 
fice of the normal increase. If we had lost 
in proportion we would have lost 22,000,000 
people. 

“Add to these things another factor, psy- 
chological but important: while the war 

lasted, everybody was keyed up to a high 
pitch of emotion. Now everybody is dis- 
appointed and disillusioned. Everybody sees 
enormous losses which cannot be repaired 
but must be written off as dead loss; no 

reparation, now or later, can undo suffering 
undergone nor bring the dead to life. Pro- 
found discouragement holds Europe in its 
grasp, and Asia also. It paralyzes effort. 

“But here in America the sun still shines. 
Our economic life has been upset but we 

still have our men to set it right again. We 
are the richest nation in the world and one 
of the most populous. We still have our 

homes, our families. We still live in com- 
fort.” 

ADVISES WORK AS PANACEA FOR 
WORLD’S SOCIAL ILLS 

Harry H. Merrick, President of the Great 
Lakes Trust Company and the Association 
of Commerce, in discussing the after-the- 
war industrial and financial conditions, the 
other day, said: 

“Society has a few actual ills and a great 
many imaginary ones. As is often the case i 
with individuals, the imaginary ills are caus- I 

ing most of the world’s groans today. The 
best remedy for such a condition is work, 
hard work, and I think it behooves us all to 
pitch in and work—all of us, the whole 
country, every country—harder than we 
ever did before. 

“War has swept the world’s cupboard 
bare. For four years we consumed more 
than we produced. Just now we are doing 
a little better, but still short of everything 
except discontent. The farmer is kicking 
about the high price of shoes and the shoe- 
maker is kicking about the high price of 
food—and the people who are making 
money are kicking about the high price of 
being rich, or, at least, so I am told. 

“First we tried increasing prices, but we 
soon found that that got us nowhere. We 
handled a lot of money that we had earned 
and thought was ours but it wasn’t. The 
butcher and the baker and the candlestick 
maker sent in their bills and it was their 
money. Then we tried strikes, but they did 
not get us anywhere either, except deeper 
into the mess. And there we are today. 

“Now, why not try work? By work I 
mean increased production, making two of 
everything where we made one before. I 
know that just now the tendency is to cut 
down the productiveness of each individual 
worker, but let’s change that tendency, for 
in no other way can we fill the world’s cup- 
board. 

If tomorrow every individual and every 
farm and every factory and mine should 
begin to turn out twice as much as was 
turned out yesterday, how long would the 
universal complaint about present day con- 
ditions continue? Why, every one would 
have all he wanted, and think what a change 
that would be! 

“Hard work has cured a lot of people 
who thought they were dying of some rare 

malady, and work will do as much for the 
world today if the world will put its mind 
on its job and make the sparks fly." 

SENATE OPENS INVESTIGATION 
ON MEXICO 

The Mexican policy of the administration 
and the whole history of Mexican outrages 
upon American citizens and their property- 
are to be subjected to a rigid and sweeping 
investigation by a committee of three United 
States senators, says James R. Nourse in a 
Washignton dispatch to the Chicago Herald 
and Examiner. 

The committee has been clothed with 
greater powers than were ever before given 
to an investigating committee authorized by 
the Senate. It will go to the border and 
perhaps into Mexico, and will hold hearings 
in Washington, New York and possibly in 
Chicago. 

ARCHDUKE JOSEPH ASSUMES 
REIGNS OF POWER IN HUNGARY 

It will be recalled that a fortnight or so 
ago the Hungarian communistic or soviet 
government, under Bela Run, was over- 
thrown by Jules Peidll, heading the so-called 
Social Democratic government. 

A few days ago, Peidll and his cabinet in 
turn were arrested, while holding session in 
the national palace, by Arch-duke Joseph, 
who immediately proceeded to establish a 

ministry in Budapest. The coup d’etat was 
carried out without disorder. The Achduke 
assumed power with the title of governor of 
the state and announced he would organize 
a coalition cabinet. 

Thus ends Hungary’s communistic ex- 

periment. It lasted longer than Bavaria’s. 
Russia, under the rule of Lenine and Trotz- 
kv, remains the one great soviet power of 
the world. 

Dispatches from Switzerland, of August 
11, stated that Hungarian communist meas- 
ures abolishing private property had been 
abrogated by a degree issued by the new 

Hungarian government, all owners being en- 

joined to resume direction of their proper- 
ties and continue their agricultural activities. 

There is no intention, it is reported, of 
making Archduke Joseph, king of Hungary, his office being merely that of president. In 
a statement, he is quoted as saying: 

“I am a true democrat. I tried to show 
this by surrendering most of my estates last 
Fall. It is my intention to carry on the 
government until the elections are held, and 
then parliament will decide upon measures. 
It is impossible to say whether the future 
government of Hungary is to be monarch- 
ical or republican; that question is to be 
decided solely by the national assembly. 

“The present situation is most critical. 
The Roumanians have stopped the operation 
of the railways; telegraph and telephones and are preventing food from reaching 
Budapest. The new Hungarian government 
will not negotiate with the Roumanians but 
will relv on the entente.” 

An editorial writer remarks that if Joseph 
can forget that he is an archduke he may 
accomplish great things for his country. 

STRIKERS RETURN TO WORK IN 
PACKING-HOUSES AND STOCK 
YARDS, REFERRING WAGE 

DISPUTE TO MEDIATOR 

Accepting Federal Judge Alschuler as 
mediator in the Chicago packers and stock 
yards dispute, the union strikers returned to 
work on August 10. 

Although these union men. numbering, it 
is estimated, more than 30,000, had walked 
out a few days before when about 15,000 
negro employes returned to work, it was 
claimed that there was no color line in the 

(Continued on page 115) 


