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Fourth Year of Work in Zion Educa- 
tional Institutions, 1919-1920, 

Opens With Parade 
Procession Marches Through Business District of City to 

College Building, Where the Opening Address was 
Made by the President, Wilbur Glenn Voliva 

By Deacon Jasper H. Depew 
Parades in Zion’s history and work have I 

become a fixed institution. They are asso- 

ciated with all the stirring events in the life 
of the city, and from year to year form an 

integral part of Zion’s activities. 
The pupils- and teachers of Zion Schools, 

entering upon their fourth year of work, 
assembled at Shiloh Tabernacle early on 

the morning of Friday, September 5, 1919, 
in preparation for the march to the College 
Building. 

Zion recognizes God in all work under- 
taken. How fitting, therefore, that the fac- 
ulty and student body should assemble in 
God’s House, there to acknowledge Him in 
all their ways, to thank Him for His keeping 
power throughout the vacation period and 
for the recurrence of another school year! 

Truly, all roads led to the Tabernacle on 

that morning. Nearly a thousand healthy, 
bright faced children and young people 
trooped in and were seated in their respec- 
tive sections, by grades, under the direction 
of Vice President Anton Darms with the 
assistance of the principal, Miss Mary 
Thompson, and the teachers. These pupils 
alone made a respectable congregation. 

The child mind was impressed by the fact 
that school opened actually in the House of 
God, and the first official act of the school 
year was the reading of Scripture by Apos- 
tle Darms. All paid respectful attention 
during the reading of the following Scrip- 
ture: First Kings, the Third Chapter, Verses 
Four to Fifteen, the Fourth Chapter, Verses 
Twenty-nine to Thirty-four. 

Apostle Darms then led in prayer, after 
which he directed the pupils to form in line 
outside the building. 

The parade was then formed on the gravel 
walk around the Temple Site by two or three 
members of Zion Guard present, in uniform, 
for that purpose. They were ably assisted 
by the principal, Miss Thompson, and all 
the teachers, the latter marching with their 
respective grades. 

Following the custom in all Zion’s pa- 
rades, the Stars and Stripes, together with 
the Zion colors, were borne by Zion Guards 
at the head of the procession which extended 
from a considerable distance down Shiloh 
Boulevard back through the east gate 
around the winding walks to the Tabernacle. 

After the colors, came the Zion Band; 
then a large, double banner inscribed in blue 
and gold, “Zion Educational Institutions.” 

Following this, came the Kindergarten 
group with another banner bearing the 
words, “In the Begining, God;” then a 

small banner with the beautiful words from 
Isaiah 11:6, “A Little Child Shall Lead 
Them”— presaging the days of Millennial 
peace, the full text being: “The wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them.” 

Following this, was a banner inscribed, 
“Junior Department.” Each grade, from 
one to eight inclusive, was preceded by a 

standard bearing its respective number. 
Other mottoes, borne by boys, were 

placed in appropriate positions throughout 
the length of the procession. One of the 
first of these was, “Those Who Seek Me 

Early Shall Find Me.” Another bore the 
words of Solomon, “Train a Child in the 

Way He Should Go.” Then followed: 
“Teach Us How to Pray,” “The Bible, the 

Principal Text-Book,” with further Scrip- 
tural injunctions for those of more advanced 

years, as follows: “Remember Now Thy 
Creator in the Days of Thy Youth;” “Study 
to Show Thyself Approved Unto God;” 
“Training Citizens for the Kingdom of 
God;” “A Royal Generation in Zion.” 

The Preparatory Department banner came 

next, followed by the mottoes, “Christian 
Character, the Greatest Treasure,” “Divine 
Knowledge Is Power” and “In All Thy 
Ways Acknowledge Him.” 

The Banners of the Domestic Science and 
Manual Training Departments followed, 
after which came the teachers and pupils 
of the Department of Music, bearing a ban- 

ner inscribed, “Praise Thy God in Zion.” 
Then came the faculty and the ecclesiasti- 

cal officers. 
Lastly, came a large Danner witn a Deau- 

tifully inscribed motto; “Hear the Conclu- 
sion of the Whole Matter: Fear God and 

Keep His Commandments.” 
The day was ideal. The sky was overcast, 

the temperature equable, and the smallest 
child found no difficulty in marching to the 
stirring music of the Zion Band as it led off 
on the march of a mile through the business 
district to the Zion College Building. 

The Leading Band alternated with the 
Zion lunior Band, which played at intervals 
from its position in the procession, they in 
turn yielding to the Zion Drum Corps, 
which brought up the rear of the column. 

Spectators gathered in groups, on foot 
and in automobiles, throughout the line of 
march, some following the parade. 

The General Overseer, accompanied by 
Mrs. Voliva, reviewed the parade from the 

balcony of the Administration Building. 
As the parade reached the College Build- 

ing. the color bearers took appropriate po- 

sitions on each side of the entrance, with 
draped flags, while the pupils marched into 
the building to the strains of music by the 
Zion Band which took position near the en- 

trance. 
For several minutes, the steady march of 

feet up the several flights of stairs contin- 
ued, keeping time to the piano, presided over 
by Mrs. L. J. Hire, all being seated in the 
Assembly Room. 

A considerable number of visitors en- 

tered, until all available seats were taken. 
Seated on the platform were the Presi- 

dent, Wilbur Glenn Voliva, with Vice Presi- 
dent Anton Darms, and several of the 
Ecclesiastical officers, together with the 
Dean of the Department of Music and Art, 
John D. Thomas, who led the singing. 

On the right hand side of the platform 
stood the National Colors, while the Zion 
Colors occupied a like position on the op- 
posite side. 

The President, Wilbur Glenn Voliva, 
General Overseer of the Christian Catholic 
Apostolic Church in Zion, then conducted 
the Chapel Exercises. 

He read the First Psalm, with the fol- 
lowing comments: 

messea is tne man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. 

You have here the three different postures 
—walking, standing and sitting—and three 
classes — ungodly, sinners and the scornful. 
The course that every man takes involves 
these three postures: first, walking in the 
counsel of someone, either the Godly or the 
ungodly; then, standing in the way of the 
righteous, or the way of sinners; then, sit- 
ting in the seat of the reverential or the 
scornful. 

The man who walks not in the counsel of 
the ungodly, nor sits in the seat of the scorn- 
ful, 

| But his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night.— 
such a man shall be— 

Like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
because it is planted by the rivers of water 
and always has the necessary moisture to 
produce growth and fruit. 

.his leaf also shall not wither; and what- 
soever he doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so; but are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in 
the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 
of the righteous. 

For the Lord knoweth the way of the right- 
eous; but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

I want every pupil and every student in 
Zion Educational Institutions to commit this 
Psalm to memory. 

The One hundred and Nineteenth Psalm, 
from the Ninth Verse to the Sixteenth Verse 
was* then read; also Proverbs 4:1-13,23; 
Romans 12:1,2, and Hebrews 12:1,2. 

Apostle Darms offered prayer. 
The following address, as delivered in 

part by the President, was reported by Mrs. 
Edith M. Sweeney: 

ADDRESS 
To one and all who in any way is con- 

nected with Zion Educational Institutions 
and to all members of the Church present 
here, this is indeed a very happy occasion. 
In some respects, it is the most joyful oc- 

casion in Zion’s work. I trust this is the 
spirit of every child and every youth and 
maiden and that you all rejoice in these 
opening exercises of another School Year— 
the Fourth Year of Zion Educational Insti- 
tutions reorganized. 

I have a great desire that all in Zion, 
beginning, of course, with the officers, then 
the members, then the teachers, then the 
young people in the Preparatory Depart- 
ment and the children who are old enough 
to realize and understand, shall see why 
Zion Educational Institutions were organ- 
ized. 

Ihere are many religious organizations 
in this world and, in fact, there are so many 
and they are multiplying so rapidly that you 
will find very few men sufficiently informed 
to give you the names of more than a small 
number, and the same men would not be 
able to give you any of the tenets of the 
small number they can name. Now, among 
the many organizations in this world todav, 
we have the CHRISTIAN CATHOLIC 
APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN ZION. 

This Church was formally organized as 

the result of two conferences in the City 
of Chicago on February 22, 1896. 

I observed last Lord’s Day that the Chris- 
tian Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion was 

the best organized form of the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ that was to be found 
upon this earth. Then I said, the Christian 
Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion was the 
only form of the Church of Jesus the Christ 
that was standing four square for the eter- 
nal verities. 

If there is some other organized form of 
the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ just 
as good as the Christian Catholic Apostolic 
Church in Zion, then there exists no longer 
any reason why Apostle Darms should re- 

main here another day. Furthermore, if 
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there is another organized form of the 
Church of Jesus Christ which is better than 
the Christian Catholic Apostolic Church in 
Zion, then if you and I do not hasten to 

that organization, we are of all men incon- 
sistent and illogical. 

To admit that there are some Christians 
in the Roman Catholic Church would sim- 
ply be admitting the truth. To admit that 
there are Christians in the Methodist Church 
and in other religious bodies would be ad- 
mitting the truth, but in viewing an organi- 
zation and in viewing individuals here and 
there, you have two distinct and separate 
propositions. 

You will find in reading the Word of 
God, that in the letter to the Church of the 
Laodiceans, the seventh church of the seven 

churches, God has rejected the organiza- 
tions and deals with individuals. In the 
Christian Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion, 
we always pray, study the Word of God, 
and cry to God, not only that we shall have 
here and there individuals who are accep- 
ted of Him, but that we shall have an or- 

ganization, a body of people, that shall be 
accepted of God and well pleasing in His 
sight; one that proclaims without fear or 

compromise the whole counsel of God. We 
want an organization made up of people 
who endeavor to the utmost to live out, in 
their lives, the whole counsel of God and 
thus to have an organization that is a delight 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who sits at God’s 
right hand, and a joy to the angels and to 

the saints who behold our manner of life, 
and who will take the Word of God and 
examine the doctrine and see whether indeed 
it is in accordance with God and His Word. 

There are hundreds of schools in the ag- 
gregate in this country, in fact thousands 
of schools of one kind and another. We 
have in this country a public school system 
which is supported by taxation. 

There was a time when they read the 
Bible and had worship in the public schools. 
In this state — brought about entirely by 
the efforts of the Roman Catholics — the 
Bible has been excluded from the public 
school and according to law, you are not 
allowed to read the Bible in the public 
schools or offer prayer. 

The religious element has been eliminated 
and paying the highest compliments that 
can be paid to the public schools, they edu- 
cate but twD-thirds of a child or a man and 
leave out the most important. Every boy 
and girl here is a tripartite being. In other 
words, an individual is spiritual, psychical 
and physical, or spiritual, mental, and physi- 
cal. 

The public school system has to do with 
the mental and physical. I think any well 
informed man knows that there is more 

attention paid to the physical or animal than 
there is to the mental. Consequently, they 
can only turn out, so far as the finished pro- 

duct of the school itself, with no reference 
to any other influence that they may have 
from other sources, educated animals. That 
is all an individual is that is only educated 
mentally and physically. 

This gives you in a general way the rea- 

son for organizing Zion Educational Institu- 
tions. 

In these Institutions, we teach reading, 
spelling, arithmetic, geography, geometry, 
algebra, Latin, etc.— the same branches that 
are taught in the public schools. In that 
respect, we do not differ, but in Zion Edu- 
cational Institutions we admit God. In my 
private worship this morning, I praised God 
that Zion Schools were open to receive Him, 
to give Him the first place and the most 

prominent place, and that Zion Schools truly 
began with God. I praised Him that Zion 
Schools were open to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and to the Holy Spirit, and that the Bible 
is the principle text book in the Schools. 

I have been giving some attention to text 
books on reading. I have examined a con- 

siderable number and I am forced to this 
conclusion that there is not a school reader 
that is acceptable in Zion Schools. If we 

cannot find one, we will have to ask some of 
these brethren (apostles) to go to work and 
prepare one. I could, if I had the time. We 
are waiting now for a, set of books from 
New York, which I sincerely hope and 
pray will be acceptable. 

As far as supplimentary books are con- 

cerned, we can furnish you with a number 
of excellent numbers. We have a number 
furnishing Bible narratives, and some on 

geography and history. 
I remember, Dr. Dowie said, when Zion 

Schools were established, that the Gospel 
of St. John would be the primary reader. 

Zion Educational Institutions are unique. 
They stand alone, and I’ pray they will be- 
come more and more unique, in that we 

shall not find named among us any of the 
foolish, ridiculous practices of outside 
schools. 

At the present time, we are still permit- 
ting a few to go to outside schools, in order 
to prepare themselves for instructors in 
Zion Schools. The day is not far off, when 
Zion will be able to provide for the train- 
ing of instructors within our ranks. That 

; is the way it should be. 
! I had a good look at the procession this 
morning and it was a beautiful sight to me 

and my heart rejoiced. A number of 
j thoughts went through my mind as I looked 
i at the children in the kindergarten and the 
| grades, and I thought of the possibilities 
! wrapped up within the lives of all these hun- 
dreds of children. I thought of my responsi- 

I bility and your responsibility to these child- 
| ren, and as I saw them I saw the future 
j Zion — the future Christian Catholic Apos- 
tolic Church in Zion. 

i We send out the literature, we go out and 

hold meetings to get men and women con- 

verted, and that is very necessary and com- 

mendable and we would be remiss in the 
performance of our duty, if we did not do 
it to the utmost extent of our power, but 
let us not forget the importance of saving 
these children for God and for Zion. Let 
us never forget that they have to be watched, 
nourished, and carefully trained until they 
reach the age of accountability. When they 
come to the age of accountability, that is the 
most important and most dangerous point 
in their lives, for they are at the place where 
they must make a decision for themselves, 
and thus we must guide them aright. 

A word to the teachers in Zion Educa- 
tional Institutions: You have a great re- 
sponsibility. Let no father, mother, guar- 
dian, or anyone here think for one second 
that any of these teachers have an easy place. 
To go into the school room every day for 
nine months, excluding Saturdays and 
Lord’s Days, and to handle thirty or forty 
children and maintain discipline and in- 
struct them — going over and over again the 
same thing — is very trying and let no one 
think otherwise. 

1 take it for granted that the teachers are 
all Christians, and I would not want anyone 
connected with Zion Schools that was not 
a child of God. We try to be as sure as we 

possibly can be, and I believe we are sure, 
that all the teachers are Christians, belong 
to God, and have high ideals. 

If you can get proper ideals before a boy 
or girl, or before young people, and have 
them moving consistently and systemati- 
cally toward proper ideals, you have solved 
the problem. 

I want these teachers to love these chil- 
dren with an all consuming love. I pray 
that they will be able to win the love of the 
children. 

It is no small task to have forty children 
in a room and have no two of them alike 
mentally or in any respect. You will find 
that they have an unequal start in life and 
an unequal start in school. May God help 
you all to fulfill your duties in His fear. 
Love these children. Be kind to them. At 
the same time, we must maintain discipline. 

I want Apostle Darms and Miss Thomp- 
son to see to it that there is nothing done 
that will grieve the Holy Spirit even in 
exercising discipline; nothing done that is 
not proper, right and commendable. 

You children are Zion children. You are 
admitted to Zion Schools, because you are 
Zion children. 

I have talked about the Christian Catholic 
Apostolic Church and about Zion Educa- 
tional Institutions. Now, we have here the 
City of Zion. We are here to build this 
city to the honor and glory of God. I want 
everyone of you children to join hands with 
the General Overseer and I want you to 
pray, work, and do-all you can to build 
Zion City. Now, that means that no Zion 
child will have anything to do with people 
who want to destroy what we love and what 
we want to build up. That means that you 
boys should never darken the door of any 
of these little shops and stores that the 
enemies of Zion have set up. Let us have 
an understanding here this morning before 
we start out, because the next time any of 
you are found violating this instruction you 
will not be brought before Miss Thompson 
and Apostle Darms, but will be called upon 
to visit the General Overseer. 

You know in Zion, we do not endorse the 
gum chewing habit, and we will not tolerate 
it in Zion Schools. 

You, in the Preparatory Department are 
old enough to be ladies and gentlemen, and 
I am not going to lay down a code of rules 
and regulations for you, but I will do as I 
have always done — treat you as ladies and 
gentlemen. I expect you to have high ideals 
and live on a high plane; to live in the 
strength of God. 

I take it for granted that all in this Pre- 
paratory Department are members of the 
Church. If people want the advantages of 
Zion, let them put themselves in the place to 
have them. 

I want you young people to understand 
that we expect certain things of you and 
that while we shall love you in the Lord 
and do everything we can for you, at the 
same time discipline will be exercised. If 
any students in Zion Educational Institu- 
tions, after this warning, go off to moving 
picture shows and other questionable places, 
it will probably mean your immediate ex- 

pulsion. 
Young people who have the proper views 

of life and who value good habits will be 
as particular about their language as they 
are about the things that they eat. I find 
some very lax habits. 

We are in the center of a whirlpool of 
demoniacal forces, rapidly rushing the 
world to its annihilation. The question is, 
will you keep close enough to God to resist 
these influences. 

There has grown up a disgusting habit 
that some careless young people call “ditch- 
ing school.” We do not want any of that 
kind of “ditching” ground Zion Educa- 
tional Institutions. That is of the Devil 
and it is one of the characteristics of out- 
side schools. They mean by that expres- 
sion that they go off somewhere and do not 
report for their classes. 

The very first student in Zion Schools 
who does that kind of thing will lose all his 
credits for the whole year. If you want to 
disregard what I say and run the risk, you 
will be deprived of your credits for the 
whole school year. 

We will have our holidays and vacations, 
and any requests that any of you make 
that are proper and right you will have kind 
consideration. It would be rather a sad 
thing, for one of you young ladies to be 
called in and deprived of your credits when 

you expected to graduate next Spring. I will not permit any boy to remain in 
this School who swears. 

Swearing is one of the most stupid and 
wicked things of which humanity is guilty. To take the Name of God in vain is a very serious transgression. Surely no young lady could have any respect for one of these 
young men, if you would hear them take 
the Name of God in vain. I expect any boy 
or girl in this School who hears any pupil swearing, that you will report it to Apostle Darms or Miss Thompson. That is the way 
to keep Zion Schools pure. 

We have people coming in here from all 
over the United States to put their children 
in Zion Schools. Some of them, from a 

worldly standpoint, are making big sacrifi- 
ces and by the grace and help of God they shall not be disappointed when they come to 
Zion Schools. 

No matter how severe the discipline, it 
must be exercised. We must not retain in 
this School any boy who is so unmanly, un- 

gentlemanly, and unchristian, as to take the 
Name of God in vain. 

I expect every boy and girl, every youth and maiden, to ever keep before them — 

purity. We will not retain in Zion Schools 
any boy or girl who is manifestly unclean 
in language, in conduct, or in any other 
manner. I want very strict discipline en- 
forced. 

In order to reach these ideals, eliminate 
slang —the language of the gutter. Some 
boys and girls pride themselves in their lose, 
questionable language. You will never 
amount to anything and you will never get 
anywhere. 

In closing, the needs of Zion Schools are 

great. If the Lord leaves us here until a 

year from now, He must provide other 
buildings. I am going to try and get through this year with our present accommodations 
and equipments. 

I want you young people and all of you to pray for Zion Schools. Pray that God 
wiH send us the money. God will answer 
your prayers. He can touch the hearts of 
men and women who have money to give 
to Zion Schools for equipment and enlarge- 
ment. Let us get into the right spirit and 
do what is right by the grace and help of 
God. Let us make it easy for the teachers 
and be materially helpful one to another. 
You have great opportunities here. 

I expect all of you children to bring a 
Bible and Hymn Book to the Chapel Ex- 
ercises. You cannot have worship without 
Bibles and Hymn Books. 

The Chapel Exercises are for worship and 
not for lectures nor the exercise of discip- line. Let us make these morning exercises 
very profitable and a blessing. 

Let us make this fourth Year the best 
year in the history of Zion Educational In- 
stitutions. 

Again I mention the fact that this forth 
coming graduation class will have had its 
four years training in Zion Schools, and I 
think you will see many of the fruits of 
the work that has been done. 

I am praying that God will take you all 
through the school year and that you will 
not be sick, and that we shall not lose one. 
May God grant it. 

ARE YOU FAITHFUL TODAY? 

“Who then is that faithful and wise ste- 
ward?”—Luke 12:42. 

Faith in every language spoken seems to 

convey the fundamental ideas of stability 
and steadfastness. 

By faith we “put on” Christ. We are 

justified by faith and not by works. The 
work of salvation was accomplished when, 
from the Cross upon which Jesus sacrificed 
His life for “‘all men everywhere,” He 
uttered these words: “It is finished.” 

Without faith it is impossible to please 
God. 

A living faith will be accompanied by 
works. 

A rose will impart perfume, and a good 
tree will bring forth good fruit; so one 

who has a real lire, zvorking faith, and is 
born of the water and of the Spirit, will lay 
hold on the eternal promises of God, and 
will bring forth fruit, and if he is sick he 
zvill be healed. The promises of God are 

faithful and sure. If he is well he will 
carry the glad tidings to others and thus 
be a blessing to many. 

Abraham was called the father of the 
faithful. Unbounded trust in God was the 
controlling factor in his life. He believed 
in God with a firm and unwavering con- 
fidence. “He staggered not at the prom- 
ises of God through unbelief, but was 

strong in faith, giving glory to God.” He 
was fully persuaded that what God had 
promised He was able also to perform. 

Are you fully persuaded that God is able 
to perform His promises in you? Do not 
be unfaithful to your trust. If you are, 
God will set you aside. He can only use 

the faithful ones in this glorious work of 
preparing the Church, the Bride of Christ, 
to be without spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing, to be ready for His coming. If you 
are faithful to God nothing shall stand be- 
fore you. Every one has a certain in- 
fluence for good or for evil. Make your 
influence for good to be felt to all parts of 
the world. You may say, “I am only a 

poor, weak being; I cannot do much;” but 
do not say “I cannot;” rather say, “By the 
grace of God I will.” 

Put your life into your work. Nothing 
great is ever achieved without much ear- 

nest thought and concentrated energy. We 
have the grandest opportunity of any people 
on earth. Let us arise to the occasion. 

The call to enlist in God’s Army is the 
noblest course one can take. 


