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ZION’S WAR ON TOBACCO 
The Teaching of John 

Alexander Dowie 
on Tobacco 

Smell Like Dirty Devils 

There is such a long list of what tobacco 
does do, that it would be difficult to know 
what tobacco does not do. 

It creates paralysis, amaurosis. 
It creates diseases of the throat, and of 

the stomach, and of the bowels. 
It defiles the blood and creates a condition 

so favorable to cancer, that nicotine cancer 
has become one of the most common forms 
of disease, and men are dying from it in 
thousands and tens of thousands, doctors 
concealing the fact and not daring to tell 
the truth about it. They are usually stink- 
pots themselves. 

Often times disease of the stomach is 
written upon the certificate. What does that 
mean? That does not disclose anything. 
What was that disease caused by? Caused 
by nicotine poison in thousands and tens 
and hundreds of thousands of cases. 

Oh, it is a horrible wickedness for 

Christians to indulge in such a stink- 

ing vice as tobacco-chewing or smoking. 

It is a wicked thing, a filthy thing, a dis- 
gusting thing. How can they expect God 
to bless them when they are defiling their 
bodies steadily with these filthy things? 

Nothing is said about it in our churches. 
Ministers are smoking, and deacons are 

smoking, and their children are growing up 
to smoke, and now women are smoking. 

In many cases it is the foundation for the 
love of liquor, and 

It is Well Called Tobacco, it is a Direct 
Minister to Bacchus 

to Bacchus the god of wine. 
It is the favorite incense at the altar of 

Bacchus. 
You will always find that it creates exact- 

ly the same kind of thirst that liquor does, 
because it is a brain poison of the same 

order. 
It is a narcotic, and it creates the same 

kind of thirst as is in the breast of a man 

who takes liquor. 
You see that the liquor drinker is a smok- 

er nineteen times out of twenty, and the 
smoker is usually a drinker. 

I am so disgusted to think that people will 
call themselves Christians and smoke to- 

bacco. They may be Christians, God only 
knows, but they smell like dirty devils. 

It is a filthy, disgusting, expensive, de- 
moralizing, debasing, disease-breeding and 
abominable habit, and every Christian man 

ought to be ashamed of it. 
(Leaves of Healing. Volume 3, Page 58.) 

Squirting Disease Around! Ah! You 
Unmitigated Stinkpots!!! 

Every time I think of you, I feel like 

whacking you, in great love. 
Ah, you stinkpots! 
I wonder you are not ashamed. A man 

chewing tobacco and snuffing it, and smok- 

ing it, and going around and squirting out 

his catarrh, and all his disease and muck 

everywhere! 
Ugh, vou stinkpots! 
You call yourselves Christians! Chris- 

tians ought to keep the body holy for God, 
and is that the way you keep it holy? 

I tell you often,"and it is true, you may 
be Christians, but you smell like devils. 
(Leaves of Healing, Vol. 4. Pages 45, 46.) 

Cannot Pray Over It—The Enormous 
Expenditure for Nicotine Poison 

Not less than $5,000,000 worth of tobacco 
is smoked and chewed in Chicago every 
year. In the United States not less than 

$700,000,000 worth is used. 
That means that men are spending $700,- 

000,000 to defile their bodies and to create 

paralysis, ulceration of the stomach and 
bowels, cancer, amaurosis and heart disease. 

People come to me and say, “O Doctor, I 
don’t know how my trouble came.” 

I can tell them how it came. It came 

through the defilement of their bodies. 
How can you, my brethren, for one single 

moment, imagine you are Christians and de- 
file your bodies like that? 

Terrible Slavery to Nicotine Poison 

You call yourselves free Americans and 
are slaves to a cigar, a plug of tobacco. I 
would rather be a slave to a Chinaman. I 
would rather be a slave to an African. 

It is a terrible thing to be a slave to a 

piece of tobacco. You not only serve your 
master and pay money, but you take him and 
chew him and squirt him out. You are a 

slave to a master who compels you to eat 

his nastiness. 
You call yourselves free men! You are 

not free! You are slaves, and are mean, 

dirty slave, at that. Put that in your pipe 
and smoke it. 

A man said to me one day, "Doctor, I 
don’t understand it. My wife used to love 
me very much. Now everything has gone 
wrong at home.” 

I said, "Does she kiss vou now?” 
“No." 

, 
"Who would kiss you, you stinkpot? 

What woman ever born would like to kiss 

your dirty lips? Throw your tobacco in the 

fire. Change your clothes.” 
I told him, “I believe you are a liar. Did 

you smoke when engaged to your wife? 

"No, sir.” 

“Did you promise her not to smoke?” 
“Yes/sir.” 
“And you did not keep that promise. Go 

and apologize and ask her to forgive you.” 
Some of you had better take the same 

advice. 
(Leaves of Healing, Volume 7, Page 682). 

Wives Disgusted With It 

Be clean! 
It is a dirty, filthy, vile habit. You are 

chewing a deadly narcotic poison, and you 
are smoking poison. 

You will get amaurosis, and paralysis, 
and cancer. You deserve it all, you dogs! 

The only trouble about it is that your 
wives and families have to suffer for it. 

Now you quit! Do you hear? You quit 
and quit quick, at once. 

God’s command is, “Abstain from every 
form of evil!” 

The next time you take a smoke, may you 
be sick for ever. 

May the next quid of tobacco taste like 
soapsuds, or worse. 

You dirty dogs! 
You do not want your families to chew 

and smoke. 
You dirty dogs! You do not pray that 

prayer. You do not want your wives to 
smoke. You do not want them to drink. 
You do not want them to chew. 

Why not? If it is good for you. you 
gander, is it not good for the goose? 

You do not often catch it like this, you 
dirty dogs. 

You sweat it out at night until your body 
has sweat out the deadly poison of the 
nicotine drug. You infect your wives with 
that poison by inhalation, and also by ab- 
sorption through the skin, until they are 

poisoned literally to death with the dirty, 
nasty, filthy odors and sweats which come 

from your dirty, nicotinized and demoral- 
ized body. 

You do not know how your wives, who 
once loved, now loathe you. 

You pfomised to love them. Is that lov- 
ing them, to stink them out of their lives? 

You promised to love them. Is that lov- 
ing them, to get drunk? 

There is not a real good Christian woman 

in this house who is not on my side. Are 
vou not, women? 

Women : “Yes.” 
General Overseer : You hear that, you 

dogs. 
I am in earnest about this thing. 
Lives are being made miserable by this 

filthy nicotine habit. 
You do not know how your wives are 

disgusted with your filthiness. You wonder 
why your wife does not kiss you as she 
used to when you kept your mouth clean 
before-you married her. Who would kiss 
you now, you stinkpot? 

Who wants to kiss your dirty mouth? 
Your throat is like an open sepulcher. Ugh, 
you dirty dog, how you stink! 

No man has a right to be a walking nui- 
sance like that. 

When you go out in the morning, do you 
know what happens? Your wife goes to 
the window, flings it up, and says, “Thank 
God, the fellow is gone. We can have some 
fresh air now.” That is a fact. 

You have to repent! Do you hear! 

Repentance Means Giving Up Your 
Disgusting Habits 

It means giving up your filthiness, learn- 
ing to be clean, keeping your vows to God 
and to your wives, making your homes sweet 
and your lives happy. 
(Leaves of Healing, Volume 8, Page 746.) 

The Foul Sin of Using Tobacco 

The use of tobacco is a disgusting and 
a shameful habit. 

You smoke nicotine, and you sow the 
seeds of amaurosis, and paralysis, and dys- 
pepsia, ulcerations of the stomach and 
bowels, and cancer. 

No man has a right to do that. 
Others have some rights, too. 
A man who goes about stinking and spit- 

ting out his filth all over the place has to 
remember that the sun shines upon that, and 
the wind raises it up, and that others must 
breathe that disease-breeding, catarrhal, 
stinking, nastiness, you dogs! Dirty dogs! 

That is just how I feel about you. 
What right have you to do it? 

No Tobacco in Heaven 

No place for tobacco users in heaven. 
Yesterday, thirty-five men, most of them 

were in a smoking car, went to heaven or 

hell. 
That is not the place from which people, 

as a rule, go to heaven. 
If a locomotive should strike your car 

tonight, and your life be taken, there will 
be Delay no longer. 

You will go to the hell to which you be- 
long if you are a slave to some filthy vice. 

You will not go to heaven. 
There is no place for stinkpots there. 
You cannot get any chewing plug in the 

City above. 
You cannot smoke and stink there. 
You cannot continue lying there. 
You cannot tell smutty stories there. 
There are no dirty Pullman smoking-cars 

there. 
You could not get in there. 
The angels would smell your stinking 

spirits millions of miles away. 
You cannot even get into Zion City. 
We have noses there, and our men have 

been known even to smell the nicotine and 
alcohol inside of a locked trunk. 

There is no place there for tobacco or 

liquor, so you do not need to come if you 
want to indulge in these and other vices 
there. • 

(Leaves of Healing, Volume 12, Page 346). 
Tobacco-Users Deserve Lash 

I will never be entirely Peaceable on earth 
until there is Universal Purity. 

That is why I have a row with the Devil 
all the time; because he is a dirty Devil, and 
wants to make things unclean. 

He always' wants to smear and soil every- 
thing and defile every one whom he can. 

He is nasty and dirty and stinking him- 
self and succeeds in making nine-tenths of 
the men in many places to be walking stink- 
pots. 

Ugh! They are stinkpots. 
They go about chewing and spewing 

nicotine. 
Do that in Zion City, and you will find 

that we have a lockup and twenty-five Dol- 
lar fine awaiting you. 

Christians? A Christian should be clean, 
surely! 

A gentleman should be clean, and every 
Christian should be a true gentleman. 

He has no right to stink his wife out. 
She never contracted to be stunk out. 
Men poison their wives with tobacco. 
She is not only stunk out, but let me tell 

you that living in the same room with you, 
and breathing your dirty breath, the nasty 
filth of your cuspidors — it is not pleasant 
to talk about, but we may just as well have 
it out — and lying in the same bed with you, 
your wives are being poisoned to death. 

You drink champagne and whisky and eat 
and smoke tobacco. 

Then you sweat out the alcohol and 
nicotine. 

Nicotine could be scraped off your skin. 
Your wives never contracted to live with 

a poisoner like that, you dirty dogs! 
You deserve the lash, and I would like to 

give it to you, too. 
You spend two thousand million dollars 

a year in liquor and tobacco, you wretches, 
and yet you call yourselves Christians. 

I will have purity first, if I have war all 
the time. 

It will require War to get Purity. 
Not war with the weapons of man, but 

with the Sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. 

May God make my tongue sharp to fight 
for God! 

Cannot Be Clean Christians 

Men who use tobacco cannot be clean 
Christians. 

I can smell them if they have not. 
I would not believe that a man who smells 

of tobacco has given up his sins. 
Is not tobacco a defiling thing? 
If a parson came to me and said, “I am a 

Christian, Doctor,” and smelt of tobacco, I 
would say, “You may be a Christian, but 
you do not smell like one. You smell like 
the Devil. You stink.” 

I ask the ladies: When a man chews and 
smokes tobacco, does he not stink, yes, or 
no ? _ 

Audience : “Yes.” 
General Overseer: You go about puff- 

ing your dirty smoke in every one’s face! 
I wonder you are not ashamed. 

I will go after you. 
You think that you have a right to do it; 

but you have not. 
You are a walking nuisance. 
You are a curse to your wife and chil- 

dren. 
You sow nicotine and you reap amaur- 

osis, paralysis, dyspepsia, and cancer. 

You have no right to sow nicotine, and 
reap these dirty diseases. 
(Leaves of Healing, Volume 14, Page 42.) 

Stink Like the Devil 

A City without Tobacco, Alcohol, Doctors 
or Drugs. 

“We cannot live without them,” some say. 
Nonsense! 
We have thousands of people in Zion City 

who have no doctor but God—no drug-store, 
and never taste the infernal trash; but we 

have good water and good food and live 
clean lives. 

We have no gambling hells in the place, 
nor a harlot, nor a whoremonger. 

They cannot live in Zion City. 
We dump them down in the middle of the 

road, and say, “Go either to Beer or Babel.” 
Beer is Milwaukee, forty-two miles north of 
Zion City, and Babel is Chicago, forty-two 
miles south. 

“Can we not smoke in Zion City?” some 

one may ask. 
No, sir. A smoke would cost you twenty- 

five dollars and a night’s lodging free. 
I am glad that there is one spot on God 

Almighty’s earth that does not stink. 
“Oh, Doctor,” I hear some say, “be very 

gentle. There are many fine Christian peo- 
ple that smoke.” 

Are there? 
I do not believe it. 
A Christian should smell sweet and clean, 

and you smokers stink like the Devil. 

Tobacco a Curse to Posterity 
Two billion dollars are spent every year, 

through which hundreds of thousands of 
lives are ruined, posterity shattered in nerve, 

and cancer and other deadly diseases sown 

on every side, and no word offered in pro- 
test against it. 

My God! Let me be a witness if no one 

else will be. 
Oh, what a powerful nation this would 

be, how crime would decrease, and purity 

would prevail, if these Two Billions of Dol- 
lars were used for God! 
(Leaves of Healing, Volume 14, Page 45.) 

Body, Temple of the Holy Spirit 
A Filthy Habit Which No True Christian 

Can Have. 
You who smoke may call yourselves 

Christians, but I call you stinkpots! 
You may say that you are clean, but no 

man is clean that takes the filthy nicotine 
poison in his mouth; either chewing or 

smoking it. 
Seven hundred million dollars are spent 

for tobacco in a year in this country, creat- 
ing paralysis, amaurosis, dyspepsia, ulcer- 
ations of the bowels and cancer! 

Is a man clean who eats and smokes a 

thing that does that—yes or no? 
(Thousands of voices in the audience) 

“No.” 
General Overseer: Of course, he is 

not clean. 
He is a dirty dog! 
His wife may not dare to say it to him; 

his daughter, with the whole household, may 
be compelled to submit to his stinking habit; 
but when he goes out of doors, they throw 
up the windows and say, “Thank God, he 
is gone! We will get some fresh air now!” 

No man has a right to lessen his life by 
eight years—for that'is the average—when 
he has the responsibilities of a husband and 
father. 

He has no right to lessen his life by the 
use of nicotine, let alone the alcohol, swine’s 
flesh, or any other dirty thing. 

Divine Healing is a present day reality 
among us. 

You may say anything you like about it, 
but our people have been healed of almost 
every disease that you could name. 

The Man Who Uses Tobacco Cannot 
Glorify God in His Body 

You cannot do what you like and be a 
Christian. 

You can do what you like and belong to 
the Devil. 

It is impossible for Divine Healing to 

exist among the disobedient. 
Therefore my contention is that the first 

and essential thing is to obey the Covenant. 
(Leaves of Healing, Vol. 14, Page406,407.) 

War On Tobacco Devil 

If you imagine that I will let up on the 
tobacco devil, you are mistaken. 

I am against the tobacco devil in every 
form. 

If you think that I will give any other 
name than stinkpot to you people that de- 
stroy your health and stink your families by 
chewing and smoking, you are mistaken. 

You are stinkpots, and dirty devils at that. 
You have no right to stink! 
You have no right to stink your wife and 

your family. 
You have no right to abbreviate their 

existence. 
I remember once, in the early part of my 

ministry, that I was sent for to come to a 

home in which a baby lay dying. 
When I entered the house, the broken- 

hearted father said, “O Pastor, my baby is 
dying.” 

I turned upon him and said, “You dog! 
you miserable, dirty stinkpot! Give me 

your pipe!” 
It was in his mouth then. 
I flung it into the open stove, and said, 

“Fling open the windows, and let out this 
accursed stink. Give me the baby.” 

The baby was choking and I was choking. 
He could not live in that atmosphere. 
I said, “You are poisoning your baby to 

death! Let in some fresh air!” 
The fresh air poured in and the baby re- 

vived. 
There was nothing the matter with the 

baby, except that he was being suffocated I 
with tobacco smoke. 

That is the way that some of you dirty 
dogs have killed your babies and stunk your 
wives out of life. 

You have wasted your money, shattered 
your nerves, and sent down to posterity 
amaurosis, paralysis, cancer, and all kinds 
of dirty disease, because you would smoke. 
(Leaves of Healing, Volume 14, Page 555.) 

STINKPOTS! 

A Word to Tobacco Users 

There are alcohol and tobacco. 
Ugh, you stinkpots! 
You do not like that. 
You do not want to be called stinkpots. 

They say that is “so vulgar.” 
It is Scripture, nevertheless. 
Did not Martha say to Jesus, when her 

brother had been lying four days in the 
grave, “Lord, by this time he stinketh”? 

If a fellow has been guzzling whisky and 
beer and chewing tobacco for forty years 
can I not call him a stinkpot? 

You ask his wife if he does not stink. 
Ugh! 

His throat is an open sepulcher. 
You begin to stink the house at six 

o’clock in the evening and stink until twelve 
at night. 

Then you stink your wife with your to- 
bacco-saturated perspiration all night long. 

Then you rise in the morning and you 
stink again. 

When you have gone out, she opens all 
the windows and the doors, and says, 
“Phew! Let’s have some air.” 

We have a right to say you stink, because 
a man that smokes has a bad stomach and 
a bad breath. 

He gets dyspepsia. 
The tobacco dries up the gastric juices 

of the stomach. 
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Then the food that he eats goes down and 
tears the stomach, and the bowels, so that 
they become diseased. 

He gets cancer. 
Is it worth your while to smoke like that ? 
If you do that, what right have you to 

ask God to heal your body? 
Need for Hard-hitting Words. 
I use that word, stink, because it hits 

hard, and the word, stinkpot, because that 
is all a fellow is who walks behind a pipe 
all day, or puffs at his cigar. 

He may be a Christian but he smells like 
the Devil! 

I think a Christian ought to be clean! 
You have no right to stink your wife, and 

family, and house and yourself. 
This body should be the Temple of God. 
God will not bless any stinkpot. 

(Leaves of Healing, Volume 15, Page 190.) 

LOCAL ITEMS 
(C. B. W.) 

The sales division of Zion Electrical 
Department has been moved from the 
second story of Zion Department Store 
to the main floor where it occupies 
practically all the front portion of the 
Hardware Department. Suspended 
overhead is a large number of elec- 
trical lamps and fixtures, presenting a 
brilliant display when lighted at night. 
Everything in the way of electrical 
goods and materials will be handled 
downstairs by a special electrical sales- 
man, Mr. Jacob Hammer; also, all or- 
ders for repairing will be taken there. 
The object of this change is to give bet- 
ter service all around to the customers 
of the Electrical Department which has 
grown to such an extent that the quar- 
ters upstairs were entirely inadequate. 
Mr. Flanagan, who has been in charge 
of this department for some time, will 
now give his entire attention to superin- 
tending work on the outside. The en- 
tire department will now be under the 
management of Deacon Bohlken in con- 
nection with the Hardware Department. 

Miss Agnes McIntosh, of Iowa, recent- 
ly adopted a unique plan for distributing 
Leaves of Healing and getting in touch 
with people regarding Zion. She in- 
serted advertisements in local papers 
reading as follows: “I have a number 
of religious magazines that I will gladly 
send to those who desire this class of 
reading. They come every week and 
accumulate rapidly; and I do not like to 
destroy them.” She signed her name 
and address to the advertisements and 
received about 100 letters in reply. She 
is corresponding with about 25 of the 
people. 

Zion Estate reports the following real 
estate sales: to Mr. Forest Peters, a 

residential property at 3109 Eshcol av- 

enue ; to Miss Olah M. Osborn, a city lot 

at corner of Eshcol avenue and Twenty- 
ninth street; to L. B. Crum, a city lot 
adjoining his residential property at 
Gideon avenue and Thirtieth street; to 
Charles Mapes, a city lot at corner of 
Ezra avenue and Thirty-third street; to 
James Cross, a city lot on Galilee avenue 
near Thirtieth street. 

Mayor Clendinen has appointed Dr. J. 
H. Blanks Commissioner of Health of 
the City of Zion for the period ending 
May 1, 1920, to succeed the late Dr. N. 
J. LaRose, the appointment being con- 
firmed by the city council. Dr. Blanks 
also has been appointed Recorder of 
Vital Statistics by Dr. Saint Clair 
Drake, state health officer. 

In a letter received from Miss Ka- 
therine Davidson in Scotland, enclosing 
$18.80 for Leaves of Healing, The 
Theocrat and other Zion literature to 
be sent to her for distribution, she says: 
“What a comfort to have Leaves of 
Healing coming to us here and to know 
that the General Overseer prays daily 
for Zion everywhere.” 

Dacon and Mrs. W. E. Greenfield and 
Deacon and Mrs. I. J. Thurston received 
a visit last week from their old-time 
friends, Mr. Henry Hamilton and his 
sister-in-law, Miss Mary Talle, of Win- 
dom, Minnesota. 

Mr. George Truckenmiller of Hooper, 
Colorado, was a guest of his cousin, Mrs. 
Mary Dieffenbacher of 2103 Gabriel av- 

enue, over Lord’s Day, while on his way 
to Pennsylvania. 

Deacon C. E. Austin has taken a posi- 
tion as clerk in Zion Home, filling the 
vacancy caused by the appointment of 
Dr. Blanks to other duties. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Peterson, of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, are visiting 
their parents, Deacon and Mrs. H. G. 
Peterson and Deacon and Mrs. Theodore 
Forby. 

Mr. Theodore Boehmke, Jr., of Mil- 
waukee, visited his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Theodore Boehmke, Sr., of 666 
Carmel boulevard, over Lord’s Day. 

Every available portion of The Bethel 
is filled with guests at the present time, 
not a room being vacant. 

Dr. Vercoe is again at his post in 
Zion Dental Department, after an ab- 
sence of almost two weeks. 

MARRIAGES 
Mr. Ernest John Spangler and Miss 

Violet May Redmond, on January 26, 
1920. 

BIRTHS 

To Mr. and Mrs. A. W. LaBelle, of 
3108 Enoch avenue, on January 23* a 

boy. 


