
Resolutions Adopted by the Swedish Evangelical Mission Covenant
in Annual Convention Assembled at Chicago, June 19-23

The Mission Covenant comprises about 225 congregations in several states of the Union.—(Editor.)
WHEREAS, We realize that it is our bounden duty to exercise our citizenship, to the best interest of our fellow

men in combating wickedness and evil everywhere and in asssisting to the full measure of our ability in bringing forth a
better and happier humanity, and

WHEREAS, We realize that the sacred function of state and government is to guard and protect the weak and
innocent, to check, combat and exterminate the agencies of debauchery and crime, to advance contentment, health and
happiness, and

WHEREAS, We realize that the liquor traffic is a damnation and curse upon state and nation, jeopardizing our
citizenship, be it

RESOLVED, That we call upon our pastors and members to fight in the ranks of the Anti-Saloon League and thus
co-operate with the Christian temperance forces in a relentless, effectual warfare against the liquor traffic.

We do demand that our government protect and safeguard the best interest of its citizens.
We, therefore, call upon congress to pass without further delay the Kenyon-Sheppard-Webb-McCumber bill to

prohibit the shipment in interstate commerce of intoxicating liquors which are intended for use in violation of the laws
of the state to which they are consigned.

RESOLVED, further, that the secretary of this covenant send copies of this resolution to the president of the
senate of the United States, and to the speaker of the house of representatives of the United States, and to the secre-
taries of said senate and house, and to the chairman of the committees on the judiciary of said senate and house, and to
Senators Kenyon and McCumber, and to Congressman Sheppard and Webb.

E. G. HJIERPE, President.
D. MARCELIUS, Secretary.

Chicago Baptists Pledge CoOp-
eration With League

(Extract from the report of the committee on resolutions
read and adopted at the late session of the Chicago Baptist
Association in the Tabernacle Baptist Church, Chicago, June
6 and 7, by the chairman of the committee, M. P. Boynton.)

WHEREAS, the great need today in the temper-
ance reform is agreement of Christian people in the
methods employed and a freer use of the literature
produced on this subject, be it

RESOLVED, That we urge our churches to open
their doors to the Illinois Anti-Saloon League, afford-
ing it at least one service in the year for the presenta-
tion of its great work, and

RESOLVED, That we urge our Sunday Schools
to co-operate with our Publication Society and the
Commission on Social Service of the Northern Baptist
Convention in instructing our youth in the lines of
thought and effort so ably presented by that com-
mission.

WHEREAS, We most unitedly favor the total
abolition of the liquor traffic, yet as a means to that
end we endorse such measures as the new bill known
as Senate Bill 5461 looking to the further restriction
of the liquor business in Washington, D. C., and here-
by request the clerk of this association to write the
proper authorities in Washington praying their sup-
port of this measure. We also request our clerk to
urge our representatives at Washington to secure an
early passage of the interstate liquor shipment bill,
now pending in congress.

Alcohol and Insanity
In his semi-annual report to the board of county

commissioners, Dr. Stephen Pietrowicz, superintend-
ent of Dunning, Cook county’s insane asylum, makes
startling revelations which further emphasize the part
the saloon plays in the alarming increase in insanity.
He says:

“Probably 70 per cent of the insanity is due to

alcohol and disease. Somewhere between 35 and 50
per cent of our insanity is due to liquor. Certainly
we drink too much. Soon we will wake up to the
extent of the insanity problem. I do not believe the
layman has any appreciation of it. Do you suppose
the average intelligent citizen knows we are taking
into Dunning monthly between seventy-five and one
hundred patients?”

Is not that enough to shock even the most
nonchalant citizen out of his indifference? Dr. Pietro-
wicz is right. The average citizen does not know, and
he does not appreciate. When he does come to know
and appreciate fully the saloon’s contribution to pov-
erty and crime and vice, as well as insanity, he will
make short shrift of the saloon.

From seventy-five to one hundred insane per
month received at Dunning! And Dunning by no
means receives all of Chicago’s insane. Many are sent
to other institutions, private as well as public. During
the last five months 955 were received at the detention
hospital, an average of 191 per month. The doctor
says from 35 to 50 per cent of these are the direct or
indirect victims of drink. Let us be conservative and
charge 40 per cent to this cause, and we have seventy-
five per month, nine hundred per year, made insane in
Chicago through drink. Nine hundred insane per
year! That is the toll of Chicago’s saloons! Oh no,
it is not. That is only one item in the toll. To the
nine hundred insane, add several times nine hundred
criminals, and several times nine hundred paupers,
and several times nine hundred soiled doves of the
street, trapped in saloon dance halls and wme rooms,
and many times nine hundred blighted homes and
blasted lives, and you begin to get at part of the price
Chicago pays for her 7,000 saloons.

Some day—and let us hope the day will not be
far off—the “average intelligent citizen” will wake up
to the fact that the saloon is the most gigantic calam-
ity, and the most intolerable nuisance that ever hap-
pened to a civilized community. And then, instead of
enlarging jails and poorhouses, and insane asylums,
he will get busy smashing saloons.


