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There are many ways of lighting the liquor busi-
ness. One is abstinence; another is agitation; a
third is the teaching, in schools and churches, of the
evil effects of intemperance; a fourth, and, doubtless
the most effective of all, is the proper use of the ballot.
Whenever Christians unite in the employment of all
these means, the saloons will go speedily.

If one waited to hear what the godly mothers and
wives of Christian nations had to say about the liquor
business, one would never vote wet. if you are on
the fence, Mr. Voter, consult your wife, your mother,
your sister, daughter or sweetheart. They may not
know much about practical politics, but they do know
the difference between right and wrong.

“Xotable advance was made in the primaries of
April 9, at which time the liquor candidate for nom-
ination on the Republican ticket was defeated by such
an overwhelming vote as to retire him to the private
practice of law when his present public functions end
with the year.’’—Extract from the Report of the Com-
mission on Social Betterment read at the late sessions
of the Chicago Baptist Association in the Tabernacle
Baptist church, Chicago, June 6 and 7, by the chair-
man of the commission, M. P. Boynton.

Batmer Year for the League
It is with justifiable pride that the Issue invites

the attention of its readers to the account of the
achievements of the League for the past year as set
forth in the annual report of our state superintendent.
For the most part Illinois Issue readers have con-

tributed to the victories and progress recorded in this
report. We say that we have done well. We agree
with friend and foe in the verdict. Our enemy, in the
current number of the Champion of Fair Play, ac-
knowledges the fighting ability and the efficiency of
the Illinois Anti-Saloon League. We have a right to

rejoice and with renewed confidence and faith strength-

ened enter into the present combat for a county option
legislature with greater zeal.

“Women and Children First”
The Frankfort American, published at West

Frankfort, Franklin county, in its issue of June 28 tells
the story of a tragedy enacted in an adjacent county,
the details of which ought to be enough to touch the
heart of the most ardent defender of license, and
arouse his fighting spirit in defense of the weak.
True, its the old, old story of the saloon brawl, but
is there a man with sense of justice so dead, with
power of discrimination so paralyzed that he can read
this news item from the Frankfort American without
an overpowering conviction possessing him that alco-
hol is the real murderer and the saloon its staunchest
ally?

Wash Graves was given a life sentence in the penitentiary
by Judge Somers in the circuit court at Marion, Wednesday.
The crime for which Graves will serve the balance of his
days behind prison walls was committed at Fordville on the
27th of February last, when he shot and killed Chas. Troutt
in a saloon.

Graves pleaded guilty to the crime and then threw him-
self upon the mercy of the court. His wife and children
were present when sentence was passed on him, as was also
his aged mother and other relatives. He sat before the bar
with his two little daughters upon his knees, and the Marion
Leader says the scene was a pathetic one as he caressed
and kissed the girls good-by after sentence had been passed.
The mother has lived to see one of her sons, Jerry Graves
go to the scaffold for the murder of Miss Riechelderfer, and
was present to hear a sentence for life passed upon the other.
She became hysterical and had to be carried from the court
room.

“Shot and killed in a saloon!” So common oc-
currence as to call for scarcely more than a paragraph
in the average newspaper. But the rest of the story!
Therein is the real tragedy. Picture the two little
girls, one on either knee of the condemned man, their
father, as he, with bowed head, hears the words that
doom him to a life behind prison walls. Hear the sobs
of the heart-broken, aged mother of the murderer, the
wails and lamentations of the wife facing a future
foreboding and dreary beyond description, a future
that perhaps offers her at best naught but continuous
daily grind of labor in a struggle to support her or-
phaned children. The dread of poverty and physical
suffering cannot be more than the depressing knowl-
edge of the mother that a father’s disgrace will for-
ever follow her two daughters; a horrible specter
casting its dark shadow across their path.

The whole world was thrilled some weeks ago
when several hundred heroes died true to the princi-
ples enunciated in the cry they gave the world that
night, “Women and children first!” As long as court
scenes as described in the above clipping are enacted,
to the man who for any reason votes to perpetuate
the saloon, we commend the motto of these Titanic
heroes, “Women and children first!” Put their wel-
fare before a consideration of taxes, before a yielding
to a theory that no license law is a failure, before
personal friendships, before any pro license argument
—remember the motto. “Women and children first,”
stand true to it with reference to the saloon problem,
and the doom of the dram shop is sure and speedy.
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