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Rule or Ruin
Christ declared that those who were not for Him

were against Him, and also that there were good,
loyal supporters of His who were not members of the
little circle of disciples. He censured those who had
rebuked certain men for casting out devils, and who
were not of the band immediately attaching itself to
the person of the Master. In his words we seem to
see this: There are many men of many methods, but
wheresoever men work for a good cause, wheresoever
men have consecrated themselves to the overthrow of
evil, they are to be helped and encouraged, though
their manner and method seems to be different from
our own.

After all, there is no organization of which it may
be said, “Verily ye are the people and wisdom shall
die with you.” We align ourselves with such organi-
zations and we pursue such methods of work as seem
to us to be best and most worthy. In doing so, how-
ever, we do not necessarily condemn others, nor call
their methods and their work of no effect. In the
fight for a cleaner America and a better citizenship,
hew foolish, how unchristian, how arrogant it is for
cne organization or political body to set itself up as
the only army for the right, and its way the only way
of accomplishing that which is desired.

Political parties seem to be necessary. There
must be a standard around which to rally, and a plat-
form on which candidates shall be pledged. Most men
are strong partisans, and, perhaps, rightfully so. 111
America there is abundant opportunity for every
voter to line up with some political organization, and
to be known as a member of it. A man has a perfect
right to declare himself a member of any political
party, and to protest that his party is best.

Whenever, though, any man comes to regard his
party and its success as absolutely necessary to the
well-being of society; whenever a man is so blindly
partisan that he places party fealty above loyalty to
the nation’s best interests; in short, whenever a man
begins to worship a party and all it stands for. without
regard to right or wrong, then he becomes oblivious to

the public good, disregardful of his high privileges as
a citizen, and wholly unfit to exercise the franchise
right.

The most faithful party man is the one who, when
his party does that which is not right, will not hesitate
to try to reform the party, and, if need be, scratch the
party’s candidates and vote for better men on another
ticket. The best citizen is the one who carefully in-
quires into the character, standing and purposes of
every candidate, regardless of his party affiliation.

The Anti-Saloon League has no quarrel with
those who are loyal to party, nor does it seek to dis-
organize parties. In fact, whatever it accomplishes is
possible only so long as men continue to be members
of parties. It does ask, however, that good citizens
be so sensible to their duty, so alive to the good of
society, that they shall not hesitate to cross the line
and vote for opposition candidates whenever by so
doing a good man can be elected and a bad man de-
feated.

There seem to be parties, or. rather, parties within

parties, that exist simply and solely for political suc-
cess. Such organizations declare that they have the
only panacea; they cast derision on all other reform
organizations, and scorn all other methods. It is rule
or ruin with them every time.

Taking the Liquor Question Out of Politics
It is amusing to hear men assert that the liquor

question must be taken out of politics. It is on a par
with the complaints of the liquor interests that a min-
ister talks politics from the pulpit when he urges citi-
zens to oppose saloons.

The liquor question, strictly speaking, is not in
politics to any great extent. By that is meant that
the question is not one of party politics except in
isolated localities. In another way the liquor question
is in politics and will remain in politics so long as
saloons exist.

In reality it is a question of good government
rather than politics. In every community, city, county
or state the liquor men try to control the nomination
and election of officials, especially those who have to
do with the making, execution and interpretation of
laws.

The liquor crowd is in politics to protect its busi-
ness. It wants legislators who will not enact temper-
ance laws. It wants to be let alone. It wants execu-
tives who will not enforce laws and judges who will
not interpret laws in away to hamper and hurt the
business.

These liquor men realize they are in a bad busi-
ness. They admit it. They know public sentiment is
against them. Therefore they try to control pri-
maries and elections, city councils, legislatures and
congress. They will oppose every proposed ordinance
if they think it will lose them a dollar. Their activity
in legislative assemblies is well known. They main-
tain a lobby at every state capital, as well as at Wash-
ington. They are constantly at work. In this respect
the liquor men are continually in politics. There is
not a local, state or national campaign in which they
are not busy. They are not actuated by party fealty,
and party principles do not disturb them. They are
for the men they can handle and against the men they
cannot handle, be they Democrats or Republicans.

First, last and all the time the brewers, liquor
dealers and their followers are for the saloon. They
care nothing for party success but everything for the
success of men who will aid them and for the defeat of
men who will oppose them.

There can be no conditions which will take the
liquor question out of politics except the closing of
every grog shop. So long as saloons exist, so long
will the traffic be the subject of legislation and so long
will there be laws to construe and execute. So long
as saloons exist so long will citizens oppose them and
the men who advocate them. You may as well talk
about taking political offices out of party politics as
to talk about taking the liquor question out of non-
partisan politics.
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