
THE AMERICAN ISSUE July 12, 1912.

fall election is past, and even not then. We must fight
constantly and never be lulled into indifference. Mr.
Rohde infers if they will only keep awake until elec-
tion time they may go to sleep after the election is
over. Our word to the local option people of the state
is that in this fight against liquor it is never safe to go
to sleep, neither before the election nor after it.

There is no question about it, the hot fight of
years, between the liquor interests and the Anti-Saloon
League, is to take place in these next four months.
We cannot say it too strongly or too earnestly, that
the temperance people should be back of the Anti-
Saloon League with all of their power and resources
during these next four months.

Mr. Rohde's Tribute to the League.

“We have a very wily foe to contend with,” says
Mr. Rohde. At last they give us credit with having
some fighting ability. And well may they! The last
eighteen years the Anti-Saloon League has put the
liquor traffic in this country on the run. It has
matched their leadership with better leadership; their
selfish interest with a consecrated, moral enthusiasm;
mental strength with equal mental power; their
strategy in war with diplomacy and strategy just as
good, and we think better.

“The activity of the Anti-Saloonists is really
astonishing and they can center their forces in a most
effective manner,” says Mr. Rohde. He speaks the
truth. He does well to recognize the activity of the
Anti-Saloon League. We assert that there is no more
industrious, active, resourceful, practical and effective
organization for good anywhere, than this same Anti-
Saloon League. It is a perpetual-motion-fighting-
machine. It never lets up, summer or winter, night or
day, hot or cold. It is always on the job fighting the
battles of the people against this great oppressor of
the people.

Few people in the state of Illinois have realized
the tremendous activity of the Anti-Saloon League in
the past year. Its working force has been busy seven
days in the week. Its men have traveled hundreds of
thousands of miles; it has distributed millions of
pages of literature; it has enlisted thousands of men
in its active campaign; it has heaped up a mountain
of work, and has accomplished tremendous things.

The Battle at Washington.

The liquor interests realize the importance of the
fight we are waging down at Washington now. By
a pernicious campaign of procrastination they are do-
ing their best to defeat the District of Columbia bill,
and the interstate liquor shipment bill, both of which
are in a fairway to get a hearing this time. We, too,
need to realize the strategic importance of this fight at
our national capitol and see to it that we have in con-
gress men who stand right upon this great moral ques-
tion. The moral effect of a victory at Washington
would be felt in every state in the union, and would
not only aid our cause in the great prohibition states
of the country, but in our own state of Illinois. Yes,
“Watch well the outposts at Washington, and see to
it that your congressman elected next fall is of the
right stuff.”

Beer No Enemy of Whisky
and Drunkenness

There is an extensive campaign being waged by
the brewers in an effort to educate (?) the public to
the belief that beer is a harmless and practically non-
intoxicating drink. They urge it as a substitute for
whisky, declaring that its extensive use will promote
“true” temperance in that it will gradually displace
whisky drinking. These brewers have a strong ally
for the promotion of this doctrine through the Hearst
newspapers.

It is a false teaching, carried on for the sole pur-
pose of enriching the brewer. Instead of being a
harmless drink (in spite of the small per centum of
alcohol contained in beer) it is proved by fact to be
one of the most harmful beverages. Its increased con-
sumption has not decreased the consumption of whisky
one iota. This discredits the substitution theory.

The following facts pertaining to the deleterious
effects of beer drinking, and comments on the fallacy
of the substitution theory, are excerpts from an article
appearing in the Banner of Gold, written by Hugo
Hoppe, M. D., nerve specialist, Konigsberg, Germany:

The result of extolling beer as one of the most potent
factors of civilization, and the mightiest enemy of whisky and
brandy has been that the consumption of the distilled liquors
has changed very little, while to these liquors has been added
beer, the use of which has already far exceeded the undimin-
ished use of the distilled liquors, and has led to a great and
still increasing beer alcoholism.

It has been thought that the alcohol in beer, because of
its weaker concentration (beer averaging about 454 per cent
alcohol and distilled liquors about 30 per cent, some kinds
40-60 per cent), is much less injurious, in fact, is practically
harmless, and one hears that opinion expressed even today.

Professor Strumpel of Breslau has clearly shown the
error of this opinion and the serious danger in beer. He said,
in a lecture in Nurnberg in 1894:

“Nothing is more erroneous, from the physician’s stand-
point, than to think of diminishing the destructive effects
of alcoholism by substituting beer for other alcoholic drinks,
or that the victims of drink are found only in those countries
where whisky helps the people of a low grade of culture to
forget their poverty and misery.”

Chronic alcohol poisoning of the brain, the so-called
chronic alcoholism, runs a more rapid course, and is more
intensive with whisky drinkers than with beer drinkers, in
whom the symptoms appear more slowly and are, therefore,
less conspicuous.

Because the symptoms of chronic alcoholism appear more
slowly and are less readily observable in the hea\y beer drink-
er than in the whisky drinker, the former is far more fre-
quently met than the latter. But thousands and tens of thou-
sands of men who take their daily pint are rendered stupid,
silly and dissolute by beer. They will, probably, still trans-
act regularly the daily business or routine of office to which
they have become accustomed, but without special exertion,
half automatically, like machines. For any further exertion,
however, for improvement or for more productive activity
they lack the desire, the initiative, and the energy. The beer
makes them stupid and heavy; it destroys the power and
buoyancy of the mind, blunts the higher feelings and inter-
ests, and causes the gradual giving up of aspirations and
ideals. Enthusiasm and devotion dwindle away to give place
to self-indulgence, indolence, boasting and egotism. The
term “beer-philistine,” so often heard among observing
people, is here well applied.

Dr. Hoppe shows by statistics that the percentage
of victims of heart disease and kidney trouble, and
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