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through such miscarriages of justice as abolished the
Cicero prohibition district. It is time for the citizens
of Chicago to rise in arms and make their valiant pro-
test against liquor domination of their affairs.

Business of the State to Protect
the Weak

Congressman Morris Sheppard, of Texas, in a
letter to Hon. W. L. Estes, of Texarkana, set forth his
reasons for favoring the prohibiting of the sale and
manufacture of intoxicating liquor. The following are
excerpts from that letter:

The formation of the state had as its basic motive the
protection of the weak against the strong. Behind the
superficial changes in forms of government, the coalitions of
tribes and nations, the rise and decline of empires, the one
movement that has steadily grown throughout the ages has
been expressed in the widening of human sympathy, the
extension of comforts, rights and safeguards to larger and
larger numbers of mankind. The first murderer felt the im-
pulse behind this movement when replying, “Am 1 my

brother’s keeper?” He realized in his guilty soul that in truth
he was. And as the blood of the first victim of human
violence cried out from the ground, so today the widowr ed
and the orphaned, the tenants of desolate homes, the drunken
and the crazed, the ghosts of blighted ambitions and broken
lives, the victims of hunger, poverty and disease cry out with
the same accusing force against a society that through the
liquor traffic deliberately licenses the damnation of humanity.

Society’s Inconsistent Attitude Towards the Liquor Traffic.

What a contradiction is involved in the fact that society
condemns its criminals and isolates its insane on the one
hand, yet encourages a traffic that produces them on the
other! Alcohol is a poison of the deadliest character. It is
the ferment of decay, the liquid excretion of rotting matter.
It will kill every living tissue, every living organism with
which it comes in contact. It will destroy the vital elements
in man or plants. If a fruit tree is sprinkled with water and
alcohol combined the fruit will fall before its time. Taken
into the human system alcohol will paralyze the white cor-
puscles of the blood the sources of life and health and
strength, producing degeneracy of mind and body, disease
and death.

Give the Children a Chance for Useful Citizenship.

It has produced a million confirmed drunkards in the
United States, a reeling and besotted mass of human wreck-
age. Think of the homes they darken and destroy, the lives
they ruin beside their own, the jails they fill, the asylums they
crowd, the economic and moral loss they cause. Add to this
army of hopeless drunkards the 4,000,000 heavy drinkers and
the 20,000,000 so-called temperate, but regular, drinkers in the
United States and you will gain some conception of the men-
ace of this frightful evil.

When we realize that the chances of the children
of the moderate drinkers alone to die in infancy, or
to grow up consumptive, deformed, idiotic, insane, con-
stitutionally subject to disease, or physically frail, are al-
most doubled by reason of the hereditary alcoholic taint we
ought to welcome as a dispensation from heaven the oppor-
tunity to stop the sale and manufacture of this terrible
drug. It is conservatively estimated that 90 per cent of the
crime, the lunacy, the poverty, the vagabondage in the United
States is traceable to the use of alcohol. The effect on the
living is terrible enough. But when we condemn babes yet
unborn to premature death, or to lives of agony and shame,
how can we as a state excuse the crime?

The Cost in Money.

The economic loss occasioned by the liquor traffic must
also be considered. The annual consumption of alcoholic bev-

erages in this country now reaches a total of 2,500,000,000
gallons, costing nearly $2,000,000,000, more than twenty-five
gallons for every man, woman and child. The added annual-
cost in taxation on account of crime, pauperism, idiocy and
insanity traceable to alcoholic sources approximates another
$2,000,000,000. The annual loss in national wr ealth due to
lowered efficiency of production resulting from alcohol
amounts to $14,000,000,000 more, according to a careful esti-
mate by Representative Hobson. This last figure is Repre-
sentative Hobson’s estimate of the percentage of decreased
efficiency due to alcoholic indulgence, an estimate in which,
the loss in productive capacity of drunkards and heavy drink-
ers, at 50 per cent of occasional drinkers.

The estimate includes the placing of an economic value
of SB,OOO on each of the 700,000 men who are sent to untimely
graves from alcoholic causes every year in the United States.
Mr. Hobson bases his calculations as to decreased efficiency-
on a scientific test by the celebrated German expert, Dr„
Aschaffenberg. Cutting this estimate by one-fourth or one-
half, we have an economic waste from the liquor traffic that
threatens not only the prosperity but .the very existence of
the nation.
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Wichita, Kansas, 4-iB-’i2.
Mr. E. J. Davis,

Chicago, 111.
Dear Sir:

In reply to yours of the 15th will say that the prohib-
itory law of the state of Kansas is being enforced in the city
of Wichita the best it ever has been and we consider it a
success. Os course it is impossible to keep any law from
being violated but the violators are being caught and punished
and they are going out of business. The general effect of the
prohibitory law can not have anything but a good effect as
its strict enforcement will mean the eradication of about 90
per cent of the crime and lawbreaking of all kinds. From a
commercial standpoint the city is better off, for a sober in-
dustrious community can bear the burden of government bet-
ter than a drunken community can, as the fines and licenses
of a wide open town does not in any manner take care of
the crime and prostitution and poverty caused by its use.

Kansas is the most prosperous state in the Union, we
have a larger bank deposit per capita than any other state and
we have less crime and poverty and insanity than any other.

Liquor is a curse and the prohibitory law properly
handled will eradicate the curse, but we need a law to pro-
hibit the shipping of intoxicating liquors into prohibition
states.

There is over two billion dollars a year spent for intoxi-
cating liquors and it costs more than that to prosecute the
crime caused by its use. These two added together would
take care of all the poor of our country and would allow the
proper development of society.

We can see no argument against the prohibitory law and
we can see no reason for a failure of its enforcement.

Yours very truly,
W. W. MINICK, Mayor.

Our city has increased in population nearly 50 per cent
since the strict enforcement of the law was commenced. We
have at present 60,000 people and employ only forty-seven
policemen and do not have more than two or three hold-ups
a month. MINICK.
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