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Do not be discouraged if the liquor business is
not banished as rapidly as you would desire. Remem-
ber that all sorts of sin have been in the world thou-
sands of years, and that sin will not be eliminated in a
day. The world is growing better steadily.

A Deserved Tribute
In these days when throwing stones at the church

seems to be a popular diversion, it is refreshing to read
such a splendid tribute to her power for righteousness
as that recently paid by Judge Fawcett, of New York.
The Outlook quotes him as saying:

"Approximately 2,700 cases have been brought be-
fore me in my five and a half years of service on the
bench. During all this time I have never had to try a
man who was at the time of the alleged offense or ever
had been an active member of the church.”

That should be answer enough for those who have
been insisting that the church has lost her power. So
far from that, it comes nearer the truth to say her re-

straining influence was never so great as now. Her
standard was rflsver held so high, and her communi-
cants never lived on so high a plane of personal
morality.

If any indictment holds against the church it is not

that she has lowered the standard for her members or
has lost her power to hold her members to that stan-

dard. but rather that she has not been as aggressive as
she might and should have been in the promotion and
enforcement of public morals. She has stood by and
seen organized and capitalized sin grow to colossal
proportions and tremendous power without offering
concerted, determined opposition, contenting herself
largely with protecting her own against these social
evils.

In recent years, however, she has come into a
new social consciousness and has assumed a definite,
militant attitude toward these social wrongs. By or-
ganized. concerted endeavor she has made war upon

organized vice and crime and immorality. One of the
most potent of these organized church movements is
that against the saloon. Other efforts to war against
the saloon have amused rather than alarmed the liquor
interests. But when the church got into action against
the saloon through the Anti-Saloon League, it ceased
to be a joke. The well-trained, persistent pounding of
her guns has made many a breach in the defense of the
enemy, and there is consternation in the liquor camp.
Little wonder that they are moving heaven and earth
to destroy the League. They know the League is as
strong as the church, and they know, too, that the
gates of Hell cannot prevail against her. In the fed-
erated church the liquor traffic reads its doom, for it
knows that no sin, no matter how thoroughly organiz-
ed, how deeply intrenched in law, or how highly cap-
italized, can stand against the persistent attack of the
united church.

Under Model License
Stonington, Illinois, is a town of 1,500 inhabitants.

At the last spring election it reversed the policy of no-
license under the plea that well regulated saloons are
better than blind pigs. The license mayor and city
council passed the model license ordinance and limited
the number of saloons to three and installed as saloon-
keepers three men who had each been convicted under
the local option law. Immediately the usual and nat-
ural effects of the change became apparent. Liquor
drinking and public drunkenness increased. Drunks
are seen daily staggering about the streets.

On the afternoon of July 1, a dastardly and unpro-
voked assault was made at the First National Bank
corner upon the pastor of the Baptist church, Rev. H.
J. Wheeler, by one of the saloon patrons. While Mr.
Wheeler and a friend were quietly talking together,
Albert Forbes crossed the street and surprised the
pastor by seizing him by the throat and striking
viciously at his face. Mr. Wheeler warded off the blow
and, stepping backward, inquired the meaning of the
assault. The answer was a threat to thrash him and
two more blows, both of which fell short. Mr. Wheeler
appealed to a police officer who was across the street
to take care of the drunken man. He responded by lead-
ing him up to the door of a nearby saloon and turning
him loose. Mr. Wheeler immediately caused Forbes’
arrest. He pleaded guilty and was fined ten dollars,

and in default of payment was sent to the county jail
at Taylorville.

The assault was absolutely without provocation or
excuse, as Mr. Wheeler had never spoken to Forbes
nor had he ever had any dealings with him. In his
drunken condition he imagined that Mr. Wheeler had
caused him to appear before the grand jury some time
previously. Mr. Wheeler as an officer of the local Anti-
Saloon League has as witness and in other ways as-
sisted the good citizens of the county in the enforce-
ment of the local option law. This has brought upon
him the enmity of the saloon gang. The foul assault
has aroused the indignation of all good citizens and
opened the eyes of many to the true character of the
liquor iniquity.
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