
Uncle Sam and the Bootleggers - How He Treated Them in Texas
Something happened at Sherman

last week. The truth is something is
always happening at Sherman—that is
the Sherman way. But something
happened there last week that is of
first page importance says the Texas
Home and State.

For six months or so, Sherman and
Denison have been the theater of out-
rageous liquor outlawry, which local
authorities did not seem able to cope
with. So defiant did these liquor law-
breakers become that they even ig-
nored Uncle Sam, and refused to buy
his permission to violate the local
prohibition law in Grayson county.
And “thereby hangs the tale’’ of their
undoing.

Seeing that the government was
being defrauded out of its legitimate
revenue, United States Marshal Du-
pont B. Lyon reported the matter to
the federal revenue department, and
requested that a detective be sent into
his district primarily to catch the
liquor violators and make them pay
their occupation taxes, as liquor deal-
ers. The detective came, and when
caught, the liquor sellers took out
their licenses, dating back in some in-
stances more than six months, with
the expectation of immuning them-
selves from prosecution for sales
made during those prior months. The
revenue collector reported his collec-
tions and the detective reported his
findings.

Then the unexpected something
happened that caused “weeping and
wailing, if not gnashing of teeth,’’ in
the liquor camp. The revenue col-
lector promptly reported the whole
batch of these delinquent liquor sell-
ers to the department of justice for
prosecution for liquor sales they had
been caught making before they paid
their occupation taxes. They were
promptly indicted by the federal grand
jury and before they suspected any
danger some twenty odd of them
were under arrest and reposing be-
hind bars in the county jail.

It seems to have become the cus-
tom for local revenue collectors when
they catch men selling liquor without
Uncle. Sam’s license, to present to
them the alternative of paying up or
being prosecuted. When cornered in
this way the illicit liquor dealers usu-
ally paid, having their licenses dated
back past what they knew to be the
danger point, and the incident was
closed. So illicit liquor sellers in
Texas have got in the habit of beat-
ing Uncle Sam out of his fees until
trapped and then heading off prose-
cution by taking out their licenses as
liquor dealers, as it is usually styled.
They are further stimulated to do this
in Texas because under the Texas law
possession of this federal liquor li-
cense is prima facie evidence that the
holder is engaged in the occupation
of selling liquor and in dry territory
this lays the predicate for trouble for

the possessor of a federal liquor li-
cense.

Thirteen Confess Guilt.
For some unexplained reason the

federal revenue department in this in-
stance refused to allow the tardy pay-
ment of the license fees, to cover the
multitude of back sales made in vio-
lation of the law, and promptly re-
ported the whole batch of violators to
the district court at Sherman for
prosecution. Four of those arraigned
resisted the prosecution, and w’ere
convicted by juries. Then thirteen
threw up their hands and pleaded
guilty. The remaining cases were con-
tinued.

About 500 citizens of Sherman
thronged the federal court room last
Monday to hear the presiding judge,
Hon. Gordon Russell, pass sentence
upon the convicted men. Before pass-
ing sentence upon them, Judge Russell
delivered a brief address, which was a
gem worthy of being reported ver-
batim, but as it was not so reported we
can give only a brief extract as pub-
lished in the Denison Herald, as fol-
lows:

“I desire to say that with one ex-
ception I do not know of any of these
men, and have not known any of
them before they were brought before
this court, and therefore could not
possibly have any prejudice against
any of them. In my heart I do not
desire that any of them should suffer,
and the duty that confronts me today
is a painful one. However, I have a
public service to perform. You have
been convicted in this court of an
infraction of the federal law and in
violating the internal revenue law you
have also broken a state law. I am
not unmindful of the fact that this
community is a prohibition commun-
ity; that the sovereign people have
voted this law on themselves, and
have a right to expect its enforcement.
I have gone to the bottom of each
case before me, and know the good
and the bad of all of you. I do not
think there is a man among you but
who, after having served out his sen-
tence, may return to Sherman, face
about and make a good citizen. The
man who does not quit violating the
law and make a good citizen is always
the man who does not want to. The
man who wants to, can. I hope to
see every one of you make law-abid-
ing, law-loving citizens. Personally,
I repeat, I hold no prejudice against
any of you, and would extend a help-
ing hand to any one of you, or all of
you.”

Judge Russell then went briefly
over his experience as a district at-
torney and district judge, four years
in the former office and nearly seven
in the latter, and stated that he be-
lieved he could safely say that sev-
enty per cent of the cases prosecuted
by him as district attorney and tried

by him while district judge could be
traced directly or indirectly to the
immoderate use of alcoholic liquor.

Whisky to Blame.
Turning to the negroes who were

before the court to be sentenced,
Judge Russell said in part: “I note
that about half of the men here to
receive sentence are colored men. It
is a notable fact that from 1861 to
1865, while the white men of the
South were at the front fighting for
their contentions, many families were
practically left in the hands of the
colored slaves, and that during the
entire period no negro ever commit-
ted a crime against any member of
any family of which they were left in
charge. Today you can scarcely pick
up a newspaper that does not con-
tain an account of some nameless
crime committed by a black man
against a white woman. This is be-
cause the negro has free access to
whisky, and the white man is largely
to blame for this. I hope every col-
ored man here will face about and
make a better citizen. I hope that
they will spend their time of service
in making of themselves better citi-
zens.”

When Frank Schwulst stood up for
sentence, Judge Russell said in part:
“You are the predominating spirit in
these violations; there is no getting
around this. I have investigated the
matter thoroughly, and there is no
question about it. Mr. Schwulst, you
are a leader of men, and your power
for good is as strong as your power
for bad. You can become a valuable
citizen. The law reaches low, you
perhaps think, but it reaches as high
as it does low, and as long as it docs,
high and low. I hope you will return
and make a good citizen; you can
and you should.”

Judge Russell then passed sentence.
Seventeen in all were sentenced to
the federal penitentiary. Three ap-
pealed their cases, and fourteen de-
parted for their temporary prison
homes last Wednesday. A large
crowd assembled at the depot to
“welcome their departure.”

Much credit is due to United States
Marshal Dupont Lyon, who initiated
this campaign against illicit liquor
selling, and to his efficient assistant,
Captain Satterfield, who so success-
fully “bagged” the indicted bunch; to
District Attorney W. N. Ownby, and
his assistant, Judge Daley, and to
Judge Gordon Russell, the presiding
judge, who assesses the penalties.

The United Kingdom Alliance (Eng-
land) in 1913 wil celebrate its 60th yea"
of active effort to “prevent drunkness
by removing the cause,” and in connec-
tion therewith has arranged a great five
days’ bazaar in October next.


