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residence sections of our cities. It is worth while to
fight for a legislative victory that will doubtless prove
to be the turning point in Illinois. For there can be
no question about it—if the victory is on the side of
the Anti-Saloon League on the sth of November and
we secure these enactments, it will be the beginning
of the end of the liquor traffic in the state of Illinois.

Now is the time to fight. Don’t wait a day. We
sound the most important call that we have ever
given for years to the temperance people of this state.
If they are wise they will heed and act and win a
victory that will go down in the history of this reform
as an epoch in temperance annals.

Liquor Kills 40 People in
Railroad Wreck

The following startling story is told by the Chi-
cago Daily News of Wednesday, July 10:

PILOT DRUNK, IS CHARGE

Witness at Lackawanna Wreck Probe Testifies En-
gineer Was Intoxicated.

FAILED TO TEST ENGINE

Startling Testimony Is Heard at Inquiry of the Dis-
aster That Caused Forty Deaths.

(By The Associated Press.)
Corning, New York, July 10.—William Schroeder,

engineer of the express train which ran into the rear
end of Lackawanna passenger train No. 9 here last
Thursday, causing the deaths of forty persons in the
resulting wreck, was intoxicated within four hours of
the time he boarded the engine which he guided to
destruction, according to the testimony of Charles
Klapproth, of Elmira, at the coroner’s inquest yester-
day. Klapproth for many years was a close personal
friend of Schroeder.

Saw Engineer Staggering.
Klapproth was an unwilling witness against his

friend. He testified that at 12:30 a. m., July 4, as he
was leaving his place of business in Elmira, he saw
Schroeder walking toward him staggering. He re-
marked to friends who were with him that Schroeder
seemed intoxicated. Schroeder, it was learned today,
was late in reporting for duty on the day of the wreck.
The train was held for him, and he started out without
testing his engine.

Say Fog Shrouded Signals.
The seven members of the train crews involved

in the wreck all testified that there was considerable
fog on the morning of the accident and that block
signals could not be seen more than thirty or forty
feet away.

Is it any wonder that railroads are forbidding
their employees to use intoxicating liquor? Railroad
wrecks mean damage suits for railroads. When the
engineer’s nerves are deadened by alcohol he cannot
possibly be on the alert when the situation demands
instant action. His nerves fail to telegraph the signal
—they are paralyzed. His hand does not go to the
throttle with that swift precision that is necessary
when the fraction of a second may mean the taking of
a score of lives.

Not long ago the writer sat in a restaurant in the
city of Chicago and observed at a nearby table an
elderly man so completely intoxicated that he could
scarcely get through his1 meal. Falling into con-
versation with one of the waiters, the writer learned
that the drunken man was a frequent visitor at the
restaurant, and that he was a locomotive engineer.

Some time ago the writer received a letter from a
man in one of the cities of Illinois saying that his son
was a train dispatcher, getting $125 a month and
spending the most of it for drink.

How many trains have been wrecked and how
many lives have been lost through the destructive
power of alcohol, no one can compute. Some drunken
engineer at the throttle, some deadened train dis-
patcher at the key, and alcohol takes another toll of
human lives.

The Corn Argument Canned
T. M. Gilmore, president of the Model License

League, has recently confessed to the fact that the
distillers and liquor leagues have long been attempt-
ing to deceive the people and especially the corn and
rye producers as to the consumption of grain required
for distilled spirits. Some recent criticism expressed
on the New York produce exchange as to the con-
sumption of corn by the distillers brought from Gil-
more a very prompt declaration that the liquor busi-
ness required comparatively very little corn. This
statement was made by Mr. Gilmore:

“The production of distilled spirits in the United
States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1911, was
172,221,129 gallons, which required only 30,000,000
bushels of corn and 8,000,000 bushels of rye and barley
malt. One per cent of 3,700,000,000 bushels, the corn
crop for the year, would be 37,000,000 bushels, so the
distillers used 7,000,000 bushels less than 1 per cent
of the corn crop.” Less than 1 per cent of the corn
crop of this country was required for the largest out-
put of distilled spirits ever produced. And yet the
distillers have sought to have it believed that some-
thing awful would happen to the corn producers of
this country if the whisky distilling business should
be further disturbed and limited.—Exchange.

It seems to be the fact that only about i l/ 2 per
cent of the corn crop at most is used in making in-
toxicating drinks, and of that amount only about one-
half T)f 1 per cent actually goes into the beverages.
What, then becomes of the other 1 per cent? A man
who is informed upon these matters tells us that this
one per cent is the refuse from the distilleries and the
breweries and is consumed by what they call “slop-
fed hogs and cattle.” These hogs and cattle are an in-
ferior article, and going into the market at a reduced
price, tend to demoralize the market for what is
known as corn-fed, or dry-fed stock. The conclusion
is that the farmer would be much better off in the sale
of his stock fed for the market upon clean corn, if
there did not exist either a brewery or distillery.

This is another point for the farmer. On the one
hand the liquor traffic creates a burden of taxation
that the farmer has to carry; and on the other, it
helps to ruin the market for the product of his farm.
If anybody in this country should be against the
liquor traffic on financial grounds, it is the American
farmer.
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