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Behind the Enemy's Intrenchments
The constant reiteration of the liquor press that

the Anti-Saloon League is not in fact what it claims
to be, the federated church, gives us cause for rejoic-
ing. It reveals an overmastering dread of the rum
cohorts. It pays a tribute to the church militant. It
is a clear instance of the wish being father to the
thought. It is an acknowledgment of the effectiveness
of this plan of fighting.

“No Such Thing As the Federated Church.”

It is a good plan to take an occasional peep be-
hind the enemy’s intrenchments. It contributes to
victory to get his viewpoint and govern ourselves ac-
cordingly. An understanding of the liquor interest’s
estimate of the fighting ability of a united church
means a renewed courage and a determination to fight
it out along these lines. The liquor press in its news
columns (so-called), in its editorial utterances, in its
reports of liquor conventions, with monotonous repeti-
tion declares the church federation claim of the League
all bosh. It requires a tremendous lot of reassurance,
self - reassurance, however, to satisfy these editors.
They are veritable gluttons for it. Week after week,
especially since the recent numerous church confer-
ences and synods and conventions reaffirmed allegi-
ance to the League, the liquor papers of the country
are branding the Anti-Saloon League as the giant
fraud of the century on account of its claim to church
co-operation.

However, They Are Nervous.
But all of their reassurance does not suffice to

allay their alarm over the foreboding aspect of the
future for the “liquor trade” because of the churches’
activity against them. Distress cries are uttered
alongside the soothing announcements that the League
is in disfavor with the churches, distress cries that in-
form the saloonkeepers that the church is in a con-
certed movement to destroy their business; that the
church is giving liberally of its money for that pur-
pose, that the church has quit resolving and got into
action and that the ministers of the gospel are preach-
ing from the pulpits the doctrine of good government,
and urging good citizens to use the ballot for the glory
of God and the up-building of His kingdom on earth.
And with it all they are making frantic appeals to the

churches themselves to refuse to longer open their
pulpits to the Anti-Saloon League.”

“There is no such thing as the federated church—-
but it’s the federated churches and the constant agita-
tion against our business from the pulpits that’s doing
the damage.”

That is the contents of the average present day
liquor sheet boiled down to its essence.

Saloons Fear the Church’s Increasing Activity.
There is enough between the lines of these jour-

nals of liquordom to convince any man that the church
in action is delivering blows that count against the in-
trenched army of the liquor interests. Fear of the
church is written there as plainly as though it were
expressed in bold type. No marvel, then, that they
vainly try to convince themselves that the federation
idea is all myth. And this fear is growing. It’s be-
coming more intensified as the League increases in
power. It is becoming so acute that where a few
years back it was merely implied in the frantic denials
of the existence of any such thing as a united church,
these denials are now augmented with definite declara-
tions of what a united church can do when it will.

A Tribute from the Enemy.
Listen to the statement of the National Liquor

Dealers’ Journal: “No business can withstand the
united opposition of the Christian churches.” Here is
a challenge, and at the same time an acknowledge-
ment of the power of the church.

Christian citizens of this great state of Illinois, do
you believe that statement of the National Liquor
Dealers’ Journal? Do you have faith in the church of
Christ equal to the liquor dealers’ respect for that
church? No man can be true to his church and let that
challenge go by. The liquor fellows have put it
straight up to us. They say by that statement—if our
business endures it will be by the consent of the
church.

Their Hope Is That the Church Will Quit.
And in fact another liquor journal, The New York

Brewer, boldly declares this to be true in these words:
“The church people can drive us out of business when
they try, and we know it. Our hope is in working


