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that is the true situation. Bene-
fits to all follow the abolition of

drink just as surely as the day follows the night. It is because the liquor dealers want the money the
coal dealer, clothing merchant, banker, shoe man and grocer ought to get that they are doing all in their
power to protect and encourage a business that robs the flour barrel, the coal bin, the clothes closet and
the bank vault.

Advertising Total Abstinence
The Louisville Courier-Journal,

which is not at all notable for its
advocacy of prohibition, prints
the following editorial:

What prohibition agitation cannot
do, competition may eventually do, in
the matter of reducing intemperance.
A “married man 30 years old, using
neither whisky nor cigarettes,” adver-
tises in the Courier-Journal for a posi-
tion as an automobile salesman, dem-
onstrator or office man, stating that
he is experienced. Surely there is a
place somewhere at good pay for an
experienced man whose desire to be
efficient takes the form of conserva-
tion of his physical and mental fit-
ness.

Every day’s grist of news about au-
tomobile accidents emphasizes the
fact that dissipation and automobiling
go hand in hand in one direction
only—in the direction of disaster.
When a joy-rider’s automobile turns
turtle or fails in an effort to climb
a telegraph pole or jump a creek, and
the joy-rider and his passengers are
scattered along the highway, in va-
rious conditions of disrepair, news
columns do not always inform the
reader, with brutal frankness, that
the driver was drunk. But it is often
plain to every discerning reader that
the accident which occurred between

midnight and daylight, on the way
home from a jolly party at an all-
night restaurant or a roadhouse, was
due to the effect of intoxicants. Any-
one who drives an automobile when
under the influence of whisky—ever
so slightly under the influence—takes
chances that would not be taken by
the same individual when strictly so-
ber. A large majority of the horrible
accidents that occur in the early hours
of morning between home and the
scene of a lively evening are easily
traceable to intoxicants. And a con-
siderable proportion of accidents to
cars driven by hired chauffers will
reveal upon strict investigation the
fact that the chauffeur had had a few
drinks. There is a growing apprecia-
tion of the importance of sobriety as
an accompaniment of motoring. Dem-
onstrators, chauffeurs and others who
have to do with automobiles should
find total abstinence the key to good
positions. Employers should be as
wide awake in this matter as “a mar-
ried man thirty years old using neith-
er whisky nor cigarettes.”

All of the legislation that was ever
passed or contemplated could not
keep those who wish to drink whisky
or smoke cigarettes from doing so
as long as cigarettes and whisky are
made. A desire to maintain a high
degree of mental and physical es-

ficiency plus the stimulation offered
by life insurance companies and many
employers, is preventing an increasing
number of young men from indulging
intemperately in tobacco and intox-
icants, and many who are ambitious,
for success, and who wish to enjoy
health and longevity, find total absti-
nence easier than temperate indul-
gence. Advertising abstinence when
applying for positions should be more
general than it is. Any chauffeur who
is fairly capable and who is a total
abstainer is much more trustworthy
than any chauffeur, however capable,
who drinks. And the rule has a wider
application.

This certainly is good advice
and the Courier-Journal is to be
commended for publishing it. But
why not go a step farther and
prevent the manufacutre and sale
of intoxicants? The Courier-
Journal is right in preaching ab-
stinence but wrong in its declara-
tion that legislation will not keep
those who wish to drink from
getting whisky.

The Texas court of appeals upholds
the law which requires a license to
solicit the sale of intoxicants.


