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Help From the Average Man
One of the hopeful signs of the progress of civic

righteousness and temperance in America is to be
found in the attitude of the average man—the member
of the great third or so-called disinterested party in
this country. Naturally, of course, the ministry and
most of the laymen of the church favor the abolition
of saloons and total abstinence from drinking. Again,
naturally those who are financially or politically
interested in the liquor business are firm in their de-
termination to see it continue in its work. Between
these two classes is a third class, men who do not
regard themselves as being on either side, but who
are coming, more and more, to align themselves with
the right.

The average man is a lover of sobriety, upright-
ness, clean politics, justice and morality. He may not
have taken a decided stand for temperance propagand-
ism, and he will tell you that he has no use for a
crank. Perhaps, even, he may, now and then, take a
drink, although the number of occasional drinkers in
this great third class is steadily decreasing. But he
has seen the effect of saloon domination; he has wit-
nessed the wrecking of brilliant lives; he has not been
able to overlook the damage which the liquor business
has wrought. Heretofore he has not classed himself
as a dry, because in his mind, to do so meant to take
a more decided step than he had ever contemplated.
But now the Anti-Saloon League has made it possi-
ble for such men and every man to vote out the sa-
loons around them; to pick decent candidates for of-
fice; to record their judgment on the side of civic
righteousness.

In every contest against the saloons it will be
found that there can be no victory for the drys unless
this great third class votes right, and every temper-
ance worker should enlist as many of these men as
possible.

Mighty Lonesome
It must be mighty lonesome for the good man

who persists in staying in the liquor camp. If he only
knew it, the liquor men do not want him there, except
as they hope that his presence may give their nefarious
business a show of respectability. In fact, they are
always afraid that he will see the error of his ways
and kick up a rumpus. The good men who continue
to be fooled by the blandishments, the tinsel and the
misrepresentations of the booze crowd are getting few-
er every year as knowledge and godliness increase
Every man who loves the church, his country and his
home should heed the call to “come out from among
them and be ye separate.”

Liquor Lawlessness Universal
It is not only the state and local authorities who

are having trouble with the lawless liquor traffic. In
the year ending June 30, 1912, Uncle Sam investigated
21,000 complaints against liquor dealers, and about
one-half of these were for criminal acts. Os this num-
ber 4,271 were compromised by the government on

payment of money. In cases of crimes committed by
liquor dealers against revenue laws, convictions and
pleas of guilty were secured in 3,861 cases, while the
secretary of the interior in the same time through the
Indian bureau, secured 1,168 convictions.

Os these 10,300 convictions, pleas of guilty, and
cases compromised in one year against liquor dealers,
a large proportion were against licensed liquor men.

Add to this the state, county, and municipal ma-
chinery in motion to compel those engaged in the
traffic to respect law, and the action of the law and
order leagues, the civic leagues, and other bodies, and
a faint conception is had of the universal lawlessness
of those engaged in the liquor business.

Because It Is Right
It is gratifying to note that, more than ever be-

fore in the history of the world, people are now set-
tling questions on the moral issue and appealing to
the moral standard. Selfish interest still determines
some men, but they are in the minority. The old rea-
sons for passing this law or that; for voting for this
man or that; for determining on a policy because o!
this or that do not weigh much any longer. With
most men who are worthy to be called men, the stand-
ard of conduct is this: Is it right? More than ever
before men realize that there are eternal verities; that
the Almighty take* note of the smallest details; that
sin is sin no matter how well covered with veneer.

In the fight against the liquor business men are
taking the side of right as they never did before. The
old arguments of license, regulation, tax, and keeping
the saloon out of politics do not longer appeal except
to the very foolish and the hide-bound. The intelli-
gent, right-thinking man knows that these arguments
are but the sophistry of the liquor men ande refuses to
be fooled by them.

Sure Sign of Progress
Favorable reporting of the Kenyon bill by the jud-

iciary committee of the United States senate is an un-
mistakable sign of the progress of reform. When one
remembers that even in recent years it was hard for
the temperance forces to get a hearing in a state leg-
islature, and one compares present successes with past
disappointments, one is led to exclaim, “What hath
God wrought?” Liquor men have been loudly clam-
oring that the question shall be taken out of politics,
and the liquor press has proclaimed the decadence of
prohibition. But now, in the highest legislature of the
land, there is to be voted on a bill which prohibits the
setting at naught of prohibition legislation. Truly,
the liquor question is in politics and it is there to stay.

One cannot serve God and Mammon with respect
to the temperance issue any more than with respect
to any other issue. He will be found on one side or
the other, in spite of his desire to be neutral. There
is no compromise in this fight against the saloon and
all that goes with it. The call is for men to stay in
the field until the war is ended. Have you enlisted?
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