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Alcohol Now a Menace to
Become a Blessing

[The following excerpts are from a remarkable address before the Amer-
ican Society for the Study of Alcohol and Other Drug Narcotics, delivered
by T. D. Crothers, M. D., Hartford, Connecticut, superintendent of Walnut
Lodge Hospital, and was published in Senate Document No. 48 of the Sixty-
first Congress.] #

Within a half century research and experience have point-
ed out the errors of past theories, and now it is proven beyond
question that alcohol is simply a narcotic and depressant in
its effects; that it has no stimulant or tonic properties, and
that as a beverage it has no claim or reason for existence.

Statistical studies of the causes of accidents, injuries,
diseases, and the great forces of heredity which enter into our
civilization, bring out the same fact in greater promin-
ence, that alcohol in some form is the most influential factor
of these losses.

People Aroused to the Danger of Alcohol.

Medical, sociological and economical studies all confirm
these facts, and make prominent-the conviction that alcohol
in some way is a source of danger recognized imperfectly
and yet powerful beyond measure, in degeneration and in-
creased mortality.

These facts have created a sense of alarm in the public
mind which is materializing in various ways and apparent in
very remarkable forms.

Thus in the legislatures now in session in thirty-four
states of the Union there have been introduced 221 laws
restricting and regulating the use of alcohol as a beverage.

Sixteen of these laws urge the prohibition of both its
manufacture and sale. Ninety-two laws concern the sale of
spirits and the control of saloons, and others refer to punish-
ment for violation of various enactments concerning the
alcohol question.

A second indication, equally significant, is the fact that
over two-thirds of the territory of the United States has
specifically voted to prevent the sale of alcohol as a beverage.

Everywhere the accumulated facts concerning the saloon
and its influence show that its doom is near and the cosmic
consciousness of its evil and the tremendous opposition to it
show that its disappearance is only a question of time.

Liquor Interests Stupidly Fighting a Losing Battle.

The pecuniary powers bound up with the manufacture and
sale of alcohol, while making tremendous efforts to conserve
their interests and prevent the destruction of their business,
are strangely oblivious to the great commercial revolution
that is rapidly coming into prominence. The stupidity of
carrying on an organized combat with these mighty forces of
evolution, and the money and energy spent beating the air
and shouting to check the race from the lower to the higher,
is startling.

Scientific research has pointed out beyond question that
alcohol possesses tremendous powers for heat and light
which can be made force producers equal to electricity. Every
year new discoveries show that alcohol can be made from a
great variety of substances, many of which are now regarded
as waste products, and these can be produced very cheaply.

Alcohol to Take the Place of Coal and Gasoline.

The great liquor interest with its millions of money will
turn to the manufacture of this product with greater profit
and will find an increasing demand for it, and this is a positive
indication of its future. Alcohol, as a fuel, will take the place
of coal, as a power it will supplant gasoline, and the great
alcoholic problem will merge into the utilization of this force
for the benefit of mankind and the world.

A number of different manufactories in the West have
begun to change their products from refined liquors to crude
alcohols for the trade. New inventions and new possible
methods are growing in many directions.

Thus a tremendous revolution of industrial energies has
already begun and is in sight and promises to constitute
a new era in the economics of the race. The extinction of
the saloon will follow early, and the change in the breweries

and the distilleries is bound to come, and the frantic efforts
of the trade to obstruct will disappear.

Far-seeing men recognize this already and refuse to take
an active part in the great pro-alcoholic struggle.

Dr. John D. Quackenbos, one of the most dis-
tinguished members of the New York Academy of
Science, says, as published in the same senate docu-
ment that “The tendency of alcohol to transmit to
offspring not only epilepsy and mental defect, but
marked degeneracy and criminal propensity —is as-
suming proportions so appalling that it may justly be
regarded as perhaps the greatest existing menace to
the stability of American institutions.”
Saloon Question Is One of the Essential Problems in

Illinois Today.
Any program for the betterment of the state or

for promoting a higher and better social order will
prove futile if it plans to ignore this question. It must
be dealt with in harmony with the advance of public
sentiment. The sentiment in Illinois today demands
that the people of a county shall be given the right to
vote on this question; that the people living in Chi-
cago and a few other large cities of the state shall
have the right if they want to exercise it of voting on
the question of excluding the saloon from near their
homes; it demands that the law be enforced. The
fact that these laws came so near passage in the last
legislature and that the primaries were won in April
with the active co-operation of only a portion of the
Christian element is conclusive evidence of the cor-
rectness of this statement. What is needed is that
men who have the conviction that this is the true
situation be true to that conviction, and see to it that
candidates for the legislature make their position plain
on these issues and unite their support for those can-
didates favorable to these proposed measures.

What the Liquor Traffic Does for Us
From many unbiased sources we hear the witness against

the alcohol traffic in this country. Jane Addams indicts the
saloon as being the mother of prostitution and says that as long
as the saloonkeepers and brewers profit so greatly from the sale
of liquor in these dives, they will desire to continue the unholy
alliance.

Alcohol is breaking down the physical vitality of the Ameri-
can people. Dr. T. Alexander MacNicholl is authority for the
statement that chronic diseases have doubled in this country in
the past thirty years. The number of insane and feeble-minded
has increased three times as fast as the population. During the
past five years, the birth rate has fallen off in this country one-
third.

Fortunately, while this increase is going on, successful
efforts are being made in many parts of the country to
control or to eliminate this waste. The largest no-license city in
the world now is Rockford, Illinois, which with its fifty thou-
sand inhabitants is without saloons again. The first week after
no-license went into effect there were eleven arrests as com-
pared with over forty the first week of the license regime two
years ago. Much of the south has come under state or county
prohibition.

In all these sections it is found that no-license laws can be
enforced like any other laws when the community is sufficiently
aroused to a sense of their importance. The Prohibitionists
have kept up the agitation for forty years. That is well. The
Anti-Saloon League, however, is the organization that actually
gets the legislation. It is the latter organization that is most
bitterly hated and opposed by the brewers. We accept their
judgment of its importance.—Christian Century.
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