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Seven Thousand Five Hundred and
Ninety-Three Churches

Why should there be saloons in Illinois? Why
should there be a white slave traffic? Why should
there be graft, and jack-pots, and legislative scandals
—when there are 7,593 churches?

The church is opposed to saloons, to vice, to graft,
to jack-pots, and as a rule speaks very plainly on these
things. The clergy is heroic, the mind of the laity
is right on these things, and the face of the church is
turned steadfastly and indubitably against evil in every
form. That is the position of the church. Why, then,
do these things exist?

Why should there be 12,000 saloons in Illinois
when there are 7,593 churches? Hasn’t a church in
the ranks of its membership sufficient strength and
conviction to drive out half a dozen saloons? Os
course it has. Hasn’t the federated church power to
prevent jack-pots in the legislature by the sending of
better men to that body? Os course it has. Hasn’t
it the ppwer to force the enactment of laws that will
abate the social evil and make the white slave traffic
an impossibility? Os course it has.

Seven thousand five hundred and ninety-three
churches mean at least 200,000 voting members.
THAT IS A BALANCE OF POWER SUFFI-
CIENT FOR THE CONTROL OF ANY SITUA-
TION IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. Two hun-
dred thousand Christian voters can, if they will, ac-
complish anything they set out to do.

There must be a reason then why jack-pots,
graft and vice and saloons flourish, a reason why they
are not abated more speedily. If there are enough
Christian voters in Illinois to do these things, and
they are not done, it must be for the sole reason that
they do not act in concert, that they do not get to-

gether.
This is the gist of the whole matter. The church

vote of Illinois must be consolidated; there must be
a keener Christian conscience on public affairs; there
must be a better drilled Christian civic army; there
must be some way of getting together and acting as a
unit.

The state of Illinois is now facing a crisis in

public affairs. Another legislature and state adminis-
tration is to be elected on the sth of November. The
political situation is full of confusing elements, and
there never was a time in the history of the state that
called so loudly for united action on the part of the
Christian element. The temperance cause hangs in
the balance. All good things are jeopardized by the
danger of division among those who desire social and
political betterment.

There is only one force that can save Illinois,
that can save the nation, and that is the church. She
can do it. She must do it. She has the numbers;
she has them here in Illinois. Her soldiers must get
into line, forgetting matters of personal opinion and
fixing their attention upon the greater considerations,
upon the things for which the church stands.

This, if ever, is the time for the church to make
her power felt. She CAN do it—and she MUST do
it if she is true to the call of the state in this crisis.

What hangs in the balance? A corrupt and
corrupting legislature. Years of retrogression. How-
ever meritorious men may believe their individual
views to be the relentless fact remains that divided
they must fail. The only way to win is to get to-
gether. The saloon question must be the determina-
tive factor. A surrender must be made of individual
views to the will of the majority of the church men
of the state. How is it to be determined?

A plebiscite of the church men of the state must
be taken by the church’s chosen agency, the Anti-
Saloon League of Illinois.

A Boozer Bursts
The Granville Echo gives the following account of

the death of one of its citizens, Carle Cappaloni:
It remained for Carle Cappaloni, of Taft, to introduce the

novel stunt of slipping his barque out onto the sea of Eternity
by a new channel. Carle dearly loved the exhilarating sensa-
tions that come from excessive boozification and it was this
very pleasure that finally “busted” him. It was this way;


