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tion, on campaign methods, and in fact to the brass
tacks of the fight. This will be a very valuable Ses-
sion. It will be a council of war. Every general,
captain and private in the ranks of the local option
fight in Illinois should be in this conference. Probably
this will be the pivotal point of our great battle this
year. If those present get the League’s methods and
carry them back home and put them into effect, the
fight will be won. If 5,000 delegates to this conven-
tion return carrying the fight inspirations into their
own homes and neighborhoods, there will be no ques-
tion about the victory.

Great Convention Program.
Wednesday afternoon will occur the convention

program proper. This will be the most important
meeting of all. • It will begin promptly at 1:30 and
close at 5 :30. The same evening a rousing mass meet-
ing will be held at East Rockford. This meeting will
close the day’s business. We shall have on the pro-
gram of the convention proper Wednesday afternoon
some very valuable readers. Dr. P. A. Baker, the
general superintendent of the Anti-Saloon League of
America, will give the chief address. Dr. Baker is a
great man, the statesman in League affairs. He will
make a speech that nobody will be able to forget.

It is the desire of the League officials that Mayor
Bennett of Rockford speak upon the subject of law
enforcement. Everybody knows that Rockford is
absolutely dry, probably the driest of all the dry
cities in the country. Mayor Bennett has demon-
strated that prohibitory laws can be enforced in a
large city. There is no more important problem be-
fore 11s than the law enforcement problem, and what
Mayor Bennett will have to say will be of great value
to the convention.

Inasmuch as this convention primarily is for the
purpose of emphasizing the great issue being fought
out this year in Illinois between the liquor interests
and local option forces, this will be the point of the
convention session. The legislative situation will be
defined sharply and the delegates given to understand
exactly what they are to do to help win the fight on
November 5. This should be one of the most practical
phases of the entire convention.

Other Features.

There will be excellent music, opportunity for a
tour about the city of Rockford, a big parade if the
weather is right, and the delegates will have an oppor-
tunity to meet face to face with their comrades in
the fight. ,

On To Rockford.

You know that 5,000 people from the four corners
of Illinois at this convention will be enough to get a
legislature that will pass a county option law. You
know this to be literally true. You know, also, that
there will not be 5,000 delegates if every man leaves
it to his neighbor to do it. Brother Pastor, this matter
is up to you; it is for you to see that the two delegates
allotted to your church are chosen at once.

It is up to you, the precinct and school district
organization men of the League, to come yourselves,

or if that be absolutely impossible, to see that some-
one else from your district is there.

This thing is vital. We are even now on the field
of battle. This call is to you just as much as to the
patriots in other days. Lay aside your occupations for
two days, your plow, or the shop or your books, and
help win this fight.

Illinois Saloon Men Join “Uplift”
Movement

C. C. Strohacker has returned from Peoria where he
attended the Thirty-third annual convention of the Illinois
State Liquor Dealers’ Association. He was delegate from the
local association.

Resolutions urging compliance with the laws and ordi-
nances, discontinuing of Christmas presents, condemning the
“pitcher” trade and indecent pictures, etc., recommending
revocation of license where immoral women are allowed about
the premises, favoring limitation of saloon licenses and en-
dorsing organized labor were adopted. Freeport (Ills.)
Standard. ,

Saloon men engaged in an "uplift movement" are
about as promising a prospect as the imps of perdition
engaged in converting hades into a summer resort. It
does not seem to occur to them that the trouble with
the saloon is not the pitcher trade, or Christmas pres-
ents or suggestive pictures or immoral women. The
trouble with the saloon is the saloon. Imagine the
state grocers or furniture dealers or hardware men
passing resolutions urging compliance with law, or the
banishing of indecent pictures or immoral women from
their stores. It is not even imaginable. These things
do not go with the grocery or hardware or furniture
trade. They do go with the saloon—they are an inte-
gral part of it. Saloon men may pass resolutions, but
they deceive no one. The public knows that they will
go right on violating the ordinances, defying the law,
encouraging can rushing and the picture trade, paint-
ing obscene pictures upon their mirrors and hanging
them on their walls, harboring criminal men and im-
moral women.

They do not seem to see that the very occasion
for such resolutions is a confession that the saloon is
—not, some saloons are—but the saloon is essentially
lawless and immoral. The way to reform the saloon
is to kill it, and the Anti-Saloon League is on that job.

West Virginia Going Dry
Rev. J. A. Maples, “the man from Texas,” after a

thorough canvass of West Virginia predicts that the
state will go dry in November by at least 25,000
majority. Let it be hoped Mr. Maples is a good
prophet. The Anti-Saloon forces are waging an ag-
gressive and effective campaign. The Wheeling Ad-
vance in the interests of the prohibition amendment is
an especially effective paper and must do great good.
The exposure by Collier’s Weekly, through William
E. Johnson, of the readiness of many of the papers of
the state to sell their space to the liquor interests will
discredit these papers and discount any arguments
for the saloon that may appear in them.
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