
Liquor Dealers' Sympathy for Charitable Institutions
The Champion of Fair Play (liquor organ) in its

report of the recent state convention of liquor dealers
at Peoria says:

“The resolution committee also passed a resolu-
tion regarding this sympathy in work for charitable
institutions and appropriated SSO to the St. Joseph’s
Home, for charitable purposes.”

Do you get that? The liquor dealers of Illinois,
thirteen thousand strong, with more or less direct af-
filiations with the millionaire brewers of Chicago, and
the multi-millionaire distillers of Peoria, pause in the
press of business to express their sympathy for works
of charity, and—amazing generosity, show that sym-
pathy in a substantial way by appropriating $50—

count them, $50—to St. Joseph’s Home.

Setting a New Pace.
The twentieth century thus far has been famed

for its splendid contributions to education to charity,
to the general work of social redemption, but it re-
mained for the Liquor Dealers’ Association to set a
new pace for philanthropic generosity. Fifty dollars
for charitable purpose! Flash the news the world
around. Here is new hope for the great army of de-
pendents, delinquents and derelicts. The liquor dealers
have come to the rescue. Every want will now be
supplied.

The Eternal Fitness of It.
But after all, why not? Is there not an eternal

fitness in this generous donation? It is nature’s law
that the parent care for the child. It must have been
this natural instinct that promoted that monumental
act of charity. Fifty dollars to St. Joseph’s Home.
The Champion of Fair Play does not give the nature
of this home, and that naturally sets us to wondering.
Is it a home for widows and orphans? Well, Dr. Mac-
Nicholl, who carried on his research under the com-
mission from the president declares that approximately
700,000 lives are each year cut off before their time by
alcoholic poisoning. If half of those are married men
then the business of the men who gave SSO to St.
Joseph’s home makes 350,000 widows and 1,050,000
orphans each year. The SSO will at least help some in
caring for this army of widows and orphans.

Appropriate in Any Event.

Is it a home for paupers? We have recently had
the word of two superintendents of county poor farms
and a member of the committee in charge for a third,
that nine-tenths of the male inmates of their institu-
tions are there through drink. The SSO then may per-
haps be looked upon as a generous honorarium to their
one-time best customers.

Is it a home for delinquent children? It is the ex-
perience and the testimony of Judge Lindsey and all
others who have to do with juvenile offenders and de-
generates that the chief contributor to both delin-
quency and degeneracy in children is the drunkenness
of parents.

Perhaps St. Joseph’s is a home for criminals.
Well, the supreme court of the United States is pretty

good authority, and it charges the saloon with re-
sponsibility for by far the larger part of all crime.

Or mayhap, St. Joseph’s is an institution for the
insane. YY ell, the late superintendent of Dunning',
Cook county's insane hospital, in his report to the
county board declared that from 35 to 50 per cent of
all commitments to Dunning are alcoholic patients.

We are not told the nature of St. Joseph’s Home,
but whatever the nature of it, it’s a safe guess that
this fabulous appropriation for “charitable purposes”
will not stray far from home. Fifty dollars for char-
itable purposes—count them, fifty. We stand uncov-
ered, awed and reverent in the presence of this new
philanthropist which heralds to the world its appro-
priation of SSO to “charitable purposes.”

Sensational Headlines
We have received a number of newspaper clip-

pings of reprints in local papers throughout the state,
of a news item which appeared in the Chicago Tribune
on Tuesday, September 10. This news item had the
headline, “Anti-Saloon League Criticized by the Pres-
byterian Ministers’ Association,” but the body of the
article stated that the above ministers’ association had
passed a resolution calling upon the temperance people
to withhold political alignment until the situation
cleared up, recommending that they finally act on the
recommendations made by this organization. The
resolution, with others, will appear in our next issue.

The resolution, as passed, was so cordial in its
recommendation of the leadership of the League that
there was no justifiable foundation for giving the head-
line to the item which the Tribune used. The only
foundation for the use of the headline was a state-
ment made by Rev. Mr. Worrell, a sincere and earnest-
minded gentleman, whom we very highly respect, but
who believes the only way to handle the liquor ques-
tion is through a third party. He based his criticism
of the League and his objection to the passage of the
above resolution on the ground that the liquor people
had endorsed some of the candidates recommended by
the Anti-Saloon League.

It was pointed out that this is one of the tricks
of the liquor people; that in districts where they have
no chance to win they have been in the habit of en-
dorsing some of the men recommended by the League,
in order to deceive the people and draw voters away
from the men endorsed, permitting their own men to
slip in if possible.

The resolution, as it was originally drawn and
which was satisfactory to the League, did not mention
the name of the Anti-Saloon League, but it was the
desire of some of the ministers present that the League
be specifically named, so an amendment to the original
motion was made, naming the Anti-Saloon League as
the body they recommended their voters to look to for
information.

A Kentucky liquor paper says the disorderly sa-
loon is doomed. The paper is right. It might have
gone farther and said that all saloons are doomed.


