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Duty at the Polls
Nobody will deny that in every manner of effort

that is made to decrease the sale and use of liquors,
whether it be by legal or moral suasion, there are both
merit and result. All means, all methods that are
right are needed, because the purveyors of liquor have
so firmly entrenched themselves and have so many re-
sources at their command that they cannot be dis-
lodged without much labor and effort. If pledge-
signing will keep some persons from buying liquor; if
persuasion will shut off some of the sources of whisky-
infection ; if restrictions operate to hinder the sale of
the fiery fluid; if scientific instruction works toward
its desired end, then let us have pledges, persuasion,
restrictions and education.

But the saloonists know and fear the power of the
ballot. Men become so hardened in appetite or so
greedy for the gains of unholy trade that they will not
listen to the voice that would persuade them; pledges
are sometimes made and broken; instruction is given,
but too often forgotten. The ballot, however, is a
weapon whose effectiveness no person has ever called
in question. It is the most powerful means in the
hands of the liquor men, and it is the weapon of the
temperance forces most dreaded by the debauchers of
mankind. If the ballot is used as it should be, laws
will be enacted throwing out the saloons and men will
be elected who will enforce the laws.

There is no election that is unimportant. There
is no candidate who should not be probed. There is
no measure that should be allowed to go through
without the most careful scrutiny. Large things are
obvious; it is the smaller and apparently innocent
things that should be examined with care. That citi-
zen who prays for the coming of the kingdom of
righteousness on earth is not doing his duty, is not
making his prayers effective unless he votes right on
every occasion.

Consecrated Optimism
One time the prophet Elijah became so downcast

and discouraged at the apparent triumph of the de-
votees of Baal that he sat under a juniper tree, repining
and begging the Almighty to take his life. But God
reminded him that there were still in Israel seven
thousand who had not bowed the knee to Baal.
Elijah finally took heart and was comforted. In these
days those who fight against evil often feel discouraged
and are ready to give up the fight. What we need,
as much as anything else, is a consecrated optimism, a
faith that sees beyond all temporary disappointments,
to the bright and hopeful future.

Doleful Prophets
There is one man who has a brother in every

community in the United States. In fact, his kindred
are so numerousthat they are represented in every place
on the earth where men dwell. This man is Mr. Pes-
simist Killjoy. He is a very busy man, and his self-
imposed task consists in pointing out the evil effects
that are sure to come whenever a progressive move-
ment is made. Mr. Killjoy is the fellow who found the

hole in the doughnut,and who at once ran out to notify
the whole world of his amazing discovery. He is the
same fellow who started the report among our grand-
fathers that the tomato was a deadly poison. When
Lucy Webb Hayes declined to serve wines at a state
dinner during her occupancy of the White House, Mr.
Killjoy, or one of his brothers, was frightened lest
this course of action on the part of the president’s wife
would involve the United States in war with all the
other powers of the world. Whenever the people of
any state or community vote out the saloons the Kill-
joys get together and issue the most doleful prophesies
of increased taxes, flourishing blind tigers, bankrupt
city treasuries and a general run of much-to-be-
dreaded consequences. But wise persons know the
Killjoys always have one of two faults, and sometimes
possess both—the fear of their own shadows and the
stretching of truth.

Sticking to One Thing
Sometimes the question is asked, Why doesn’t

the Anti-Saloon League go after some other evil be-
sides the saloon? Well, the fact is, the Anti-Saloon
League long ago recognized the fact that the thing to
do is to trace evil to its source and to stop that source.
Time and time again it has been shown conclusively
that the saloon is the breeding place of almost all other
evils. If, then, the liquor business can be abolished,
such things as corruption in politics, the white slave
traffic, much Sabbath breaking, broiling, quarreling,
fighting and murder, as well as the great bulk of dis-
ease, misery and poverty, will disappear. Besides all
this, there is great virtue in having one line of work
and sticking to it. That man was a true philosopher
who said that he purposed to put all his eggs into one
basket and then to watch that basket. All good men
are opposed to all evils, but there are those who have
special fitness in one particular line and others whose
fitness lies in quite a different line. The same thing is
true of organizations. The special business of the
Anti-Saloon League, and that for which it is best fitted
is the putting out of saloons.

Temperance Instruction
Universities, preparatory institutions and the pub-

lic schools have opened their thousands of doors to
the children and youth of America, for a year of work
in the preparation of the pupils for active life and true
citizenship. Much will be imparted by the teachers
that will be useful; something, alas, will be taught
that ought not to be taught. One of the most im-
portant subjects will be that of scientific temperance,
showing the value of clean lives and the danger of
liquor and narcotics. This sort of teaching should be
encouraged, and those in authority in the schools
should emphasize the value of imparting to the pupils
all the knowledge possible of how to guard against
danger. The rising generation must be shown the
evil consequences of drink and debauchery. If this
lesson be well learned, the liquor business will meet
its doom. ,
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