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The Columbia conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church South,
in session at Portland, Ore., warmly
endorsed Governor West in his efforts
to clean up Oregon’s cities. Road-
houses were assailed by the confer-
ence. The Anti-Saloon League was
commended.

o o o
The Missouri conference of the

Methodist Episcopal Church South,
has pledged itself to continue the fight
against the liquor traffic more vigor-
ously than ever. The Anti-Saloon
League was endorsed at the recent
session of the conference.

o o o
The voters of Los Angeles will

have opportunity, at the next general
election, to vote on the anti-lunch
ordinance.

o o o
A saloonist is liable when his bar-

tender sells liquor in the saloon on
Sunday, rules the attorney general of
Minnesota.

o o o
Sheriff Hyland, of Warren county,

Miss., got busy when Governor Brew-
er ordered him to close the joints in
Vicksburg or be ousted from his job.

o o o
An effort is being made to hold an

election in Olympia, Wash., soon, to
make it dry before the next session
of the legislature.

o o o
The Narragansett (R. I.) Baptist

Association, at its recent session, en-
dorsed the Anti-Saloon League.

o o o
A state-wide equal suffrage cam-

paign inaugurated in Arizona. The
proposed amendment to the constitu-
tion, giving women full suffrage, will
be voted upon November 5. Arizona
makes the fifth state to submit this
question to the vote of the people
at the fall elections.

000

There is a movement to try to in-
duce the railroads to abolish the bar
in the union station at Providence,
Rhode Island.

000

At Reading, Pa., District Attorney
Harvey F. Heinly has begun a cam-
paign to break up Sunday drinking
clubs, of which there are said to be
many. The county detective will
make a round of them and order
them to close on pain of prosecution.

000

Judge Trexler, of Allentown, Pa.,
has ordered the constables of his
court to prosecute clubs selling liquor
to men on the drunkards’ list.

000

In the prohibition campaign in the
state of Maine, last fall, the liquor
men contended that prohibition was a

failure, because the people of that
state had spent $1,100,000 per annum
for drink. This seems a large expendi-
ture for a prohibition stated but when
divided by the population, it signifies
an expenditure of only $1.48 per cap-
ita, against an average annual expen-
diture for drink of $17.39 per capita
for the nation as a whole. The dif-
ference between $17.39 and $1.48 fur-
nishes the basis of the reason why the
liquor men believe that “prohibition
does not prohibit.”—N. Y. Times.
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According to the latest report of

the Royal Army Temperance Associa-
tion, (England) there are now en-
rolled 67,433 members, of whom 38,-
405 serve in the Indian army.

000
The fifty-sixty annual report of the

United Kingdom Band of Hope Union
gives an estimated membership of 3,-
685,308 in 32,042 societies as the total
strength of the juvenile temperance
movement. The Union has 388 local
unions, and through these a campaign
for a mililon more members is to be
organized in the coming autumn.

000
The temperance forces in Great

Britain are being strengthened by the
Wesleyan “Young Abstainers’
League,” which makes provision for a
“folow-up” system to the Bands of
Hope, representing the total absti-
nence movement among the children.
The genius of its helpfulness turns
upon an annual approach to every
member. This, in the case of one
who has fallen, has given an oppor-
tunity for renewal, and a chance to
begin again. The movement is mak-
ing great headway in the large cities,
and promises to produce a marked
change for the better in the morals of
“young England.”

000

The mayors of Rine de Gier and
Firminy, France, have made a new
departure in the campaign against al-
coholism. They have issued an order
prohibiting the opening of fresh
liquor shops within a distance of 200
yards as the crow flies from ceme-
teries, places of worship, primary
schools, and hospitals.

Taking the Excise Law
Seriously

State Excise Commissioner Farley’s
enforcement of the excise law in New
York is a more serious matter than his
spectacular automobile joy-ride raids
earlier in the summer led people to
expect. It seems that the publicity of

his visits was part of his plans; sellers
of liquor, and particularly owners of
Raines law hotels, were given ample
notice to close up on time and keep
on closing up on time.

Those who thought he did not mean
business are now finding out that he
did. Because they took his inspection
trips only as being done for effect,
they obeyed the law as long as he was
here, and then went back to their old
disregard of it. Now thirty or more
are called upon to defend actions to
revoke their licenses for violating the
law in selling liquor after the legal
closing time.

Thirty places out of all the number
that violate the law would be negli-
gible were that all there was to it.
But if thirty licenses are actually re-
voked, and all the others liable to at-
tack at any time, it will be an object
lesson that will be a continuing club
over owners of places where the ex-
cise law is treated as a joke. A strict
compliance with the law may not be
procurable, but it is evident that there
is to be a nearer approach to it.

Raines law hotels are the greatest
nuisance and scandal. So it is well to
attack them first. But there are sa-
loons also that need attention; and if
the commissioner wishes to know
where they are, he will not have as
great trouble in doing so as, appar-
ently, has Mayor Gaynor, who thinks,
or says he thinks, that about all the
violations of the Sunday closing law
are by Raines law hotels.—Brooklyn
Times.

Unitarian Church on the Traffic
We wish to call the attention of the

ministers and members of our Ameri-
can Unitarian churches to the im-
portance of the drink problem. It
deserves more serious consideration
than it is at present receiving among
us. The drink habit may not be the
root of all other evils, but it aggra-
vates every one of them. It predis-
poses to disease and it makes recovery
less rapid and less probable, it de-
creases the industrial and intellectual
efficiency of the nation. It increases
accidents and makes the risks of life
greater. It places enormous burdens
upon the home, the state, the church.
It multiplies the number of defecthe
children; it cuts short the education
of thousands of young people; it con-
signs numberless women to hard labor
and miserable lives. It floods courts
with criminals; it crowds almshouses
with paupers; it sends thousands to
asylums. It instigates a large part of
sexual immorality. It puts a blight
upon numberless neighborhoods. The
liquor powers enter political affairs
with a malign influence; it lays a cor-
rupting hand upon lawmakers, while
it produces innumerable lawbreakers.
It increases the financial burdens of
every taxpayer and it brings sorrow
to the heart of every Christian.—From
Report of Church Temperance Com-
mittee.

10


