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If You Want to Win
There are hundreds of thousands of men and

women who want to see a local option victory in
Illinois this year. There are four or five thousand
ministers of the gospel who are, or should be, keenly
interested in the contest now going on. There are
more than 250,000 church voters who would like to
see a county option victory. And there are other
multitudes of women and children anxiously waiting
and hoping and praying for it.

Most of these will agree that the evil of liquor is
above all the other evils of our time in enormity and
wide-spread villainy. Most of us in summing up present
day problems put the temperance question first. Most
of us believe that in its solution we shall discover the
solution of many other problems that perplex and vex.

The Greatest Question.
If this is true, if the war against liquor now on in

this state and in this country, and in the wide world
is as important as we believe and say it is, it should
claim the first consideration of our time and thought
given to public, civic and moral affairs. And more
than that—we should shape our actions accordingly.
If the fight we now have on in Illinois is of first im-
portance we should put it first upon our calendar of
political and moral action.

Must Sacrifice To Win.
This fight cannot be won if men are to allow

lesser things to claim their first consideration. When
it comes to the casting of the ballot the voter must
cast it for the local option candidate if local option is
to win. This may mean that the voter must make a
choice between issues, that he must for the time aban-
don some of his cherished hopes and center his
thought and his action upon the most important. This
is necessary—if he would win. There must be a giv-
ing up on the part of many on many questions if we
are to be able to get together on the one great ques-
tion.

We must get together to win. THERE MUST
BE UNITY OF THE LOCAL OPTION VOTE.

A Pointed Illustration.

We have just received a letter from a good local
option man down state. He wants to know if the

Anti-Saloon League is going to support his candidate
for governor. He says if it is not he will keep his
money and put it where it will do more good (?).

Let us analyze this brother’s position. Suppose
that all the friends of the local option cause were to
do likewise. There would then be no cohesion among
the enemies of the liquor traffic. There would be abso-
lutely no unity. We should be hopelessly divided.
There would be no chance of success now or hereafter.

What Is the Anti-Saloon League For?

Why de we have an Anti-Saloon League? What
is the League’s chief function? We have an Anti-
Saloon League for the simple reason that leadership
and unity are necessary to success. There must be
some way of GETTING TOGETHER. There must
be a rallying point. The League is the rallying point.
It is constituted for that purpose. It strives consci-
entiously to provide the best way to unite those who
believe alike in opposition to the saloon. But there
is something else more important than leadership.
There must be a soldiery that marches together. The
good soldier will follow the leadership. The army
may not always move in the direction the soldier
would like, but if he is a good soldier he goes with
the army.

Majority Must Rule.

There we have it in a nutshell, the gist of the
whole matter, the gist of our temperance fight in
Illinois. If we are going to win at any time, if we are
going to win this present legislative fight, we have got
to get together and keep together. If our individual
views do not agree with the views of the majority
with whom we are marching and fighting, we must
lay our own views aside and go with the army. That is
—w'e must do it if we expect to win.

Bitter Experience cf 1908.
In 1908 a legislature was nominated that put jack-

pot scandals upon the people and came within an eye-
lash of repealing the township local option law. And
it was chiefly because the good people of the state did
not act together. They were divided in their support
of many candidates, while the enemies of decency


