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Gold-Plated Sin
Plate sin with gold
And the strong arm of justice hurtless breaks;
Arm it with rags, a pigmy’s straw doth break it.

Shakespeare, in King Lear.

How very true this appears when applied to the
liquor traffic! The manufacture and sale of intoxi-
cants, despite the widely-disseminated knowledge of
the evils produced thereby, continue in the twentieth
century, in civilized lands. This, too, with the Chris-
tian church and the whole school of science opposed
to liquor. The best morality, the leading intelligence
of America and other lands is actively arrayed against
intoxicants, yet their sale goes on. Why is this?
Simply the question of the gold-plating. So wise are
the liquor men that they have painted their business
in glowing colors, they have spread a cover of right-
eousness over it, and they have appealed to the money
argument. License the traffic, is the plea. The state
needs the money, we are told, and, further, since it is
impossible to stop the sale, why not receive some reve-
nue from it? The landlords who have buildings to rent
know that the sale of liquor is bad, and in their hearts
they oppose it. But the gold that is tendered them for
rentals hides the moral responsibility involved. Big
business interests appeal for retention of the liquor evil
because of the great amount of capital invested in it.
The eyes of some labor men are blinded because the
liquor business gives employment to a number of work-
ers. Officials often wink at law violation because of
a price. A few farmers sell their grain to the dis-
tillers and brewers, and grape-growers dispose of their
product for the making of wine because of the money
paid them. So the whole matter runs.

Now, divest the liquor business of its gold plating.
Show it in its true light, and it has no defenders.
There is no other business that needs a veneer, unless
it be some other undertaking that is as vicious as the
saloon business. Let the unholy trade be clothed in its
own rags, and even a pigmy’s lance of wheat straw
will pierce it through and through.

Labor Blunders in Condemning Lennon
The Michigan Federation of Labor has adopted a

resolution repudiating John B. Lennon, treasurer of
the American Federation, because of his support of
prohibition and local option and it also protests against
his re-election to any office in the American Federation.

It is no credit to organized labor in Michigan that
it adopted such a resolution. We do not know who
brought up the matter but no doubt it was the brewery
workers or a similar organization. Organized labor
has no better friend than John B. Lennon. He is op-
posed to the saloon because he knows what that insti-
tution is doing to the workers. If the laboring men of
the country would follow Mr. Lennon’s advice they
would not go wrong and would be far better off. The
Michigan Federation of Labor would stand much higher
were it to commend Mr. Lennon and endorse his po-
sition on the liquor question.

With employers of labor generally refusing to

give employment to men who drink and with the ab-
solute knowledge that the saloon patron cannot expect
to hold a position in which there is great responsibility
and corresponding great remuneration, it is astonish-
ing that any organization of working men will con-
tinue to maintain allegiance with an institution which
robs them of their money, their efficiency and their
jobs.

Substitutes for Saloons
There is more or less of merit in the argument

that when saloons are voted out something should be
set up to take their places. Os course, there is a large
sense in which it is true that with the disappearance
of the saloon many of its customers turn their atten-
tion to work, reading, attendance on church and other
public services and in other ways occupy the time and
expend the effort which hitherto has been given to the
barroom. But there are restless men, those who have
few settled habits of life, and who lack interest in many
of the ordinary things in every community. To reach
such men and to provide for their social demands is a
problem that should not be neglected. In short, every
community which banishes the saloon should use its
every effort to maintain a state of affairs such as will
defeat all desire for a return of the evil business. As
we have often said that all legitimate means should
be used to put the saloon out of business, we say now
that every proper effort should be made to keep it out
of business.

Keep Well Informed
The politician who is successful is the one who

keeps himself well informed as to conditions in his own
bailiwick and in the country at large. The candidate
who asks the suffrage of the voters sees to it that
he has in hand a stock of arguments for his side of the
contention, and endeavors to fortify himself against
all questions that may be hurled at him. The citizen
who is fighting the liquor business should be able at
all times to give a reason for the faith that is in him.
He should know what has been and is being done to-
ward the progress of eliminating saloons from the na-
tion. and what the liquor forces are doing to protect
themselves and to stay the march of righteousness.
One must have an intelligent knowledge of his own
position and strength and of the standing of the enemy
if one expects to make all of his campaign count most
effectively.

R echabites Hold Session
The High Tent, Independent Order of Rechabites,

met in Baltimore, September 17-20. The order took a
new departure and joinedwith the Anti-Saloon League
and other organizations in the establishment of a
bureau in Washington for the promotion of anti-
saloon measures in congress.

Those men whom the world has delighted to

honor have been men of righteous thinking and clean
living.
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