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mean defeat, the League will not be able to support
the Progressive candidates. And so it happens that
there must be a number of Progressive candidates for
legislative office to whom the League, in justice, can-
not give its endorsement and support.

Primary Cannot Be Ignored.
The League cannot ignore what was done in the

primary campaign. The local option voters of the
state are under certain obligations to the men who be-
came candidates at their solicitation and who were
nominated on the 9th of April. The fair-minded voter
will agree that it would be grossly unjust to abandon
these good men, or to leave them to their own re-
sources, in the present campaign. So far as the local
option cause is concerned, the voter is under the same
obligations as the candidate himself. We should have
just cause for complaint if the county option candidate
whom we had supported, fought for, and nominated,
should now withdraw from the race and leave us with-
out prospect of success in his senatorial district. It is
equally true that the candidate who has stood for the
legislature and been nominated at the instance of the
temperance element, has just cause for complaint if
the local option voter deserts him at this time.

The League cannot ignore the men who thus,
sometimes at great personal sacrifice, have come to the
assistance of the temperance cause. There are many
Democrats and Republicans nominated for the legis-
lature who would never have made the race at all if
it had not been for the earnest solicitation of the
League and its friends, and there are many members
of the present legislature who would not have stood
for renomination and re-election under any circum-
stances if they had not been urged to do so by the
Anti-Saloon League. We have had many a good man
who had served one or more terms in the legislature
say to us that he could no longer afford to neglect his
private affairs and sacrifice his business interests in
order to give his time to legislation at Springfield.
We said to these men that we realize that it means
personal sacrifice to them, but that the cause of de-
cency and temperance demands that they make the
sacrifice and continue to serve the people at our state
capital. Would it be fair to desert these men now?
Would it be fair to permit them to go down in defeat?
Would it be fair to withdraw from them even a part of
the support that they would have had if the situation
had continued as it was after the primary election?

League Must Be Consistent.
We have very often said that the League must

stand by its friends and must be just and square in
political matters if it is to survive and be a power in
our state. For this reason the League cannot take
one position at the primary, and afterward another in-
consistent or opposite position at the election. The
League is engaged in a conflict that extends over a
period of many years, and it must maintain a standard
of action. The League’s obligations must be held
sacred and be strictly observed.

Unity Essential.
County option will succeed or be defeated, will go

up or down, in the next legislature, according to the

united or divided action of the local option- forces in
this present campaign. If the local option voters will
get together on their legislative candidates, they will
win, they will elect a county option legislature and
they will pass a county option law next winter. But
they cannot win if they divide their vote among a
multitude of candidates, while the liquor vote is con-
solidated upon a few. The voter must make up his
mind now that if he is not willing to put the county
option cause first, and let it govern his attitude on
candidates for the legislature, he must be prepared to
suffer defeat.

Cases in Point.

Let us make this matter just as practical and
plain as we can. In at least two senatorial districts
we have the following situation: A bitter fight was
waged at the primary for the nomination of county
option candidates for senator, and we now have, or
had prior to the Progressive party conventions, a dry
man of one party opposed by a wet man of the other
party running for the state senate. In the two districts
to which we refer, the Progressive movement has
nominated a dry candidate for senator. This means
that in each of these districts there are two county
option men opposed by but one liquor man. The
danger must be very plain to the thinking voter. With
the county option vote divided between two dry can-
didates for the senate and with the liquor vote united
upon the single candidate, the liquor candidate has a
very great advantage to start with.

It is the duty of the League to find away out of
such difficulties as this. We believe it to be necessary
and right that the League should make a selection be-
tween the two dry candidates and urge the local option
voters to stand for the one man who is recommended
by the League. In making this choice the League
should stand by the candidate who was nominated at
the primary, for the reason that these men became
candidates before the primary at our earnest solicita-
tion. This means that in such situations the primary
candidate must receive the endorsement of the League
in preference to the Progressive candidate. This must
be the line of action observed by the League and its
friends if the victory at the primary is not to be over-
turned by disastrous defeat at the election.

League and League’s Friends Must Stand Together.

in this very vital situation the friends of the
League must stand by the League. That is the only
way the fight can be won, and it can be won. The
Anti-Saloon League is not to blame for these diffi-
culties. We may say that no one is to blame, but here
is a situation that must be faced and dealt with. No
one will declare that the League should have waited
until after the Progressive party came into being be-
fore going into action. All will agree that the League
did the wise thing in staging a campaign of sufficient
proportions to win the primary fight. And all must
agree that the League is in honor bound to stand by
the primary candidates who have stood so loyally by
the League, and to conduct its present campaign in
such away that victory may come. Without doubt
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