
The Why and Wherefore of the
League's Legislative Endorsements

As we are now within a few short weeks of the
most critical local option contest of this year, and
probably of many years, we should consider care-
fully, while there is time, the essentials of the fight and
the methods that must give us victory. Our cam-
paign is even now upon us, we are already busy with
its activities, and we should all realize fully what a
momentous time this is, and how very important is
the work of the next three or four weeks.

There should be a perfect understanding between
the friends of the League and the League’s workmen.
We purpose to discuss very frankly herein the princi-
ples of the League’s action in this present campaign so
that all may understand thoroughly what the League
is going to do and wffiy it is going to do it.

There ought to be no real differences among those
who are fighting the saloon, and it should not be diffi-
cult for the friends of local option to reach a common
understanding. We are all wanting the same thing
and we are all working hard and devotedly, with sac-
rifice, to achieve it. This is true not only of the rank
and file of the great local option army in Illinois, but
it is true likewise of the League workers and officials

The League has its eye upon one thing—to win
the fight for county option. We have no personal axe
to grind. We do not favor one candidate as against
another except as it may be necessary for the success
of the local option cause to do so. The League worker
wants to win as badly as any friend of the League, and
probably more so. There have been times when the
League has been criticized for its attitude in certain
political situations. There have been those, some-
times our friends, who have been unable to under-
stand why we did not endorse their candidate for
office, or why we have opposed some very good man.
The action of the League has always been determined
wholly from the standpoint of the welfare of the cause,
and personalities have never been allowed to enter in,
and never will be allowed to influence the attitude of
the League with respect to endorsement of candidates
for office. That this may be thoroughly understood
we outline here rather fully the principles which the
League will follow in the coming few weeks in the
endorsement of candidates.

A Very Difficult Matter.

It is inevitable that there should be some dissatis-
faction in a few places with the endorsements of the
League. Even good people differ. Individuals do not
understand why their candidate, who may be a per-
fectly good man, should not receive the support of the
League. The League must meet and make the best
of the conditions as it finds them. The local option
forces are often divided in their support of candidates,
and honestly so. The League seeks to minimize this
division, and therefore to multiply the chances of
success. Often within the past few weeks we have
emphasized the fundamental fact that the League can
never wr in its battles, that the temperance forces can

never triumph—unless they learn to stand together.

League Must Adhere to Fundamental Principles.

The first thing to understand is that the League’s
action must be determined by the fact that its activi-
ties do not extend over a single campaign, but over
many campaigns; not through this year, but through
a course of years; that this is not one battle, but a
series of battles. Most of the misunderstandings with
respect to the League’s action and its endorsement of
candidates arises from the fact that individuals do not
understand that the League must shape its policies
and map out its campaign for an entire war. If there
had been but one battle to fight in the Civil War,
Grant’s strategy would have been vastly different
from what it was.

The First Principle in This Campaign.

THERE MUST BE UNITY OF ACTION.
There has never been a legislative campaign like this
one. There has never been a campaign in which the
circumstances made it so necessary to concentrate the
temperance vote. Instead of two sets of candidates we
now have three. The entrance of a new political party
into the field whose constituency is confessedly made
up in a large part by supporters of the local option
cause increases the danger of defeat through division
of the vote. There are now at least three kinds of
local optionists—local option Democrats, local option
Republicans and local option Progressives. It should
be remembered that for the most part there is only
one kind of liquor men—and that kind is neither
Democratic, nor Republican, nor Progressive, but all
or any of these as the advantage may dictate. There
is but one plank in the liquor platform, and that is—-
liquor. Where the temperance forces may be split by
factional differences and party differences and personal
differences, the liquor interests believe in but one
thing, and stand for that one thing at all times. Be-
cause they have but one plank in their platform there
can be no division among them, and they cast their
influence solidly in the direction of their business
advantage.

This solidarity of the liquor traffic, and the possi-
ble division of the local option forces along party
lines, are the salient facts of the present situation that
emphasize the danger to the temperance cause. It is
very plain that there must be unity among the local
option forces this fall if there is to be victory for the
local option cause. Hence, we say that unity is the
first principle of action in this present campaign.

League Chooses the Best Possible.

THE LEAGUE’S POLICY IS TO DO THE
BEST IT CAN UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES
AS IT FINDS THEM. As between two men who
are not wholly acceptable, the League believes that it
is not only good politics, but good morals, to choose
the better man. even if he be not flawless, and recom-


