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their experience they have become valuable and effect-
ive men on the floor of the house of representatives.
A third temperance man has been nominated, wholly
without experience or legislative influence. Only two
dry men can be elected, for the district is such that the
liquor interests are sure to elect one man. The new
candidate naturally desires the support of the League,
but if the League supports him as he wants it to, he
will not defeat the liquor candidate but will defeat one
of the two men whose past experience and present in-
fluence in the legislature will count for much in the
coming great battle. We believe that in a situation of
this kind the League should stand by the men with
the record and the experience and the influence.

Must Be Practical.
THE LEAGUE MUST SOMETIMES

CHOOSE BETWEEN GOOD MEN. In one sena-
torial district in this present campaign there are two
local option men running for senator, and one whisky
man. In a three-cornered fight like that it should be
perfectly plain to the voter that unless the local option
vote is concentrated upon one of the two local option
candidates the whisky man will be elected. Should
the League support both of these dry candidates and
thereby encourage division and invite defeat? Or
should it have the courage of its convictions and select
the man who appears to be the better qualified and to
have the better chance and give him the benefit of its
recommendation and its campaign work? We believe
that the latter is the proper position, and in a situation
like this the League should proceed with an eye single
to success; that it should recommend but one of the
dry candidates and seek to concentrate the local option
vote upon him. Certainly, nothing can be gained by
any other course. The recommendation by the League
of two dry candidates as against one wet candidate is
aiding and abetting the liquor cause, and playing into
the hands of the liquor element.

In a situation like this there are many local option
people who are likely to misunderstand, and fail utterly
to appreciate the fair and reasonable attitude of the
League. It seems peculiar that in such a situation as
this there should be any considerable number of con-
scientious local option men who would contend seri-
ously for the recommendation of a second candidate.
This situation is typical; it obtains in a number of dis-
tricts—and it calls for firm action on the part of the
League, and for loyal support on the part of the
League’s friends.

Personal Reputation Not Sufficient.

THE LEAGUE CANNOT SUPPORT A CAN-
DIDATE MERELY ON PERSONAL REPUTA-
TION. Again and again the League has been urged
to support a candidate who maintained a non-com-
mittal attitude with respect to county option, merely
because the candidate had a good personal reputation.
He would not declare himself on county option, or
other local option matters, and yet his friends, who

are also friends of the League, have sturdily insisted
that we should take him and recommend him simply
because he was a good man. Again and again in the
primary campaign the League was urged to recom-
mend men upon their reputation in their own com-
munities, regardless of the fact that they would give
no assurance of support for local option measures if
they should be elected to the legislature. It should be
perfectly plain that the League can take no chances—-
that it must support men who will not- repudiate it
when it comes to the fight in the legislature, and thus
bring the League into disrepute and destroy its in-
fluence.

Endorsements Carefully Weighed.
THE LEAGUE’S ENDORSEMENTS ARE

THOROUGHLY CONSIDERED BEFORE THEY
ARE DETERMINED UPON AND PUBLISHED.
There is no guess work about the League’s endorse-
ment of candidates. Not a candidate is endorsed by
the Anti-Saloon League who is not first carefully in-
vestigated. There is not a senatorial district in the
state in which a thorough investigation is not made.
Bearing in mind the past record of the candidates, the
chances of success, assurances given of future support,
the character, ability, reputation and standing of can-
didates in their communities—with one chief thing in
view—to win for county option in the legislative ses-
sion in 1913 the endorsements of the Anti-Saloon
League will be made up and published for the election
November 5. No other considerations will be allowed
to prevail. The League has in times past been threat-
ened with loss of financial support, with loss of church
support, with loss of individual support, because it
would not in certain instances endorse certain candi-
dates. It has stuck to its principles and ideals without
fear, or favor or partiality.

To the Friend of the League.
THE ENTIRE SITUATION IS UP TO THE

FRIEND OF THE LEAGUE. In this present cam-
paign the officials of the League will do their best to
point out the way to victory, but the officials of the
League cannot win the fight. General and captains
do not make an army. The army consists of the
privates in the ranks. They must follow the leader-
ship if there is to be success.

Friend of local option! The Anti-Saloon League
of Illinois is your League; its officials are your ser-
vants; it is entitled to your confidence and support;
it is doing its best to win for you. In judging the
League try to put yourself in a position of impartiality,
and be as generous as you would be to a friend. Put
yourself in the League’s place and consider the matter
from the League’s standpoint, and see if its action
does not appear reasonable and worthy of your confi-
dence and support. If the position of the League does
not meet with your approval tell us, so that we may
discuss the matter and keep together. Perhaps in
discussion you will better understand the necessity of
the League’s position and the reasonableness and sin-
cerity of its attitude. At any rate, stand by the
League, for you must know that it is sincerely trying
to achieve what you want and that only in that wav
can the victory come.
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