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Please Sir, It's My Mother
(Continued from page 6.)

gas lamp stayed me. Her face was so full of terror, that I
tried to comfort her.

“‘lt’s only a drunken woman,’ I said; ‘he’s not going
to hurt her.’

“ ‘Please, sir,’ was the answer, ‘it’s my mother.’ ”

The story is told that when Carrie Nation stepped
off a train in an lowa town, she was followed down the
street by a number of street urchins. One of them
said: “Gee! I wonder if she is going to smash any
saloons in our town.”

Another little fellow with tears in his voice replied:
“I guess you wouldn’t care how many she smashed

if your dad came home from the saloon drunk every
night and gave you a beating like my dad does.”

And it is just that, the pain, the suffering, the dis-
grace it brings to the innocent and helpless that makes
the whole infernal business so reprehensible. The
innocent little daughter of a drunken mother, the help-
less child of a drunken father, these are the real suf-
ferers. We send missionaries to the heathens tvlio sac-
rifice their children to their idols. But all heathendom
furnishes no parallel to the exquisite cruelty inflicted
upon the innocent, helpless victims of the demon drink.
Here, too is work for missionaries.

Hero of Haymarket Riot Dies
in Want

A few days ago, Tom Birmingham, a hero of the
Haymarket riots, died in Chicago in want. In his early
police service he was known as the model policeman.
Because of his splendid physique and his conspicuous
bravery in the riots, he was selected to pose for the
statue erected in memory of those who were assassin-
ated by the Haymarket anarchists.

Six feet two inches tall, square-shouldered, and
straight as an arrow, with blue eyes and ruddy com-
plexion, old policemen say that he was good to look
upon.

“When he joined the police force ‘Tom’ didn’t
drink. He didn’t smoke and rarely did any one even
hear an oath or a profane word pass his lips,” said
Captain Tyrrell. But with fame and popularity Tom
began to drink. His health impaired, his money gone,
for the past six years he alternated between the Cook
county hospital and the county infirmary at Oak Forest.
He died penniless. Even the bravest and the strong-
est are no match for alcohol.

The Home Wrecker
Four divorce cases were started Tuesday, Octo-

ber i, in the circuit court of LaSalle county, and in
each bill the offending husband is charged with drunk-
enness.

Saloons are great home builders all right, and in
LaSalle county there is no dearth of saloons. The
story of every home that is wrecked by booze doesn’t
get into court, but four in one day is a record that

ought to condemn the liquor business in the minds of
all justice-loving citizens.

This county is the bailiwick of the leader of the
opponents of county option in the legislature. If he
has any doubts about the misery and sorrow the sa-
loon is inflicting upon some of his constituents, we
refer him to the records of the circuit court.

Fined SIOO and Costs for
Taking Orders

E. H. Rushland, of Springfield, was arrested several days
ago charged with taking orders for a wholesale liquor house
of that city. This was the first arrest under the new liquor
ordinance and the case was continued until Tuesday, October
i, when it came up for trial before Esquire Coons.

The police department had the evidence against Rushland
and he went before the justice Tuesday afternoon and en-
tered a plea of guilty. He was given a fine of SIOO and
costs. The ordinance provides a penalty of not less than
$25 nor more than S2OO. If he comes again he will probably
get the fine of S2OO. Rushland has made arrangements for
the payment of his fine.—Jacksonville Courier, Oct. 2, 1912.

Alcohol an Enemy of the
U. S. Army

Col. Maus, of the United States army medical
corps, in an address delivered before the convention of
military surgeons at Baltimore last week, said:

Practically all of the crimes in the army can be directly
traced to the use of alcohol. Most of the murders, suicides,
robbery, courts martial and dismissal of officers, and pecu-
lations, duplications of pay accounts, prison and guard house
sentences of enlisted men, desertions, venereal diseases and
insanity are due to the use of alcoholic beverages.

California Masons to Expel
Saloonkeepers

A dispatch carried by the Associated Press dated
Los Angeles, October 10, says:

California’s grand lodge of Masons adopted today a
resolution excluding from membership any one engaged in
the saloon business and providing that any Mason convicted
by the lodge tribunal of following this business shall be
expelled.

Dr. Forbes Winslow, distinguished in medical science, at-
tributes the increasing amount of insanity to nervous origin.
The excessive nervous strain is a product of the tense living of
the age. The chief direct cause of insanity, Dr. Winslow de-
clares, is drink. He would have society protect itself against the
propagation of madness by discouraging and preventing mar-
riages the offspring of which may be expected to suffer from
transmitted mania. There is much attention being given to the
growth of mental diseases, and the prophesies are of a very
doleful sort.—United Presbyterian.

The saloons we pat on the back are brilliant, gaudy, warm.
They have to be to catch the growing boys. In due time after
the beautiful saloon, comes the doggery. Be patient, voters for
license, just be patient. The low doggery will receive your boy
in due time. Only be patient.—The Shield.
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