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“Peeping Tom” of Ancient Rome
Publius Claudius, politician, aristocrat, and “man

of affairs,” dressed up in woman’s clothes and attended
the sacred rites of the Feast of Bona Dea, which was
being held at the home of Julius Caesar. In unwritten
Roman law the act was sacrilege of the most heinous
sort.

The disguise of the “Peeping Tom” was pene-
tated and the offender was summarily pitched out the
back door by the irate females. Roman society was
thereupon rent in twain by the stupendous scandal.

The first defense of the shamefaced Claudius was
that he was merely trying to make a social call on
Pompeia, Caesar’s wife. While nobody believed the
story, Caesar divorced his wife on the ground that she
should be “above suspicion.”

Then along came the crooked politicians, those
who had been in dirty scrapes with Claudius, those
who had to defend Claudius in order to cover up their
own shortcomings, and who boldly came into court
with a first-class alibi fixed up for Claudius. Claudius
was not the “Peeping Tom” at all; it was some one
else, for Claudius was seventy miles away—so the
new witnesses said.

When the übiquitous and Reverend U. G. Robin-
son was exposed for being a wolf in disguise within
the Prohibition camp, he got out a big issue of his
paper to set forth that he was there merely making a
social call on E. C. Dinwiddie, and that the incriminat-
ing letters which were printed were really letters that
he had written to Mr. Dinwiddie.

Now comes the National Liquor Dealers’ Journal
and devotes half a page to proving an alibi for Brother
Robinson. He was not there at all!! He didn’t even
write the letters. President Farley, of the National
Liquor League, says so, and Halle, the secretary, says
so. Robinson is the bitter enemy of the liquor men.
The liquor men testify to the alibi.

By the way, who is there profound enough to ex-
plain the activity of the liquor men in this matter?
Why do they voluntarily telegraph all over the nation
to gather evidence to help Robinson, their “bitter
enemy,” out of the hole? Why do the liquor papers
devote so much space to defending Robinson of the
charge, when he is their “bitter enemy?”

Drug Addiction and Drinking
Os course, there are thousands of drinkers who

are not addicted to the drug habit, and some drug
users who do not drink, but, according to physicians,
the two evil habits have close relationship, and the
tendency of one appetite is to create the other. It can
be shown, physicians assert, that a majority of those
who use baneful drugs also drink, and that a very
large per cent of drinkers also take opiates. This is
especially true of drinkers who have used alcohol for
a long period of years, for such use tends to deaden
the exhilarating effect of liquor, and it becomes neces-
sary to resort to some other agent to produce the de-
sired result. Also, many liquors contain harmful
drugs, so that the drinker not only accumulates a
liquor habit, but unconsciously, and as, it may be said,
an evil by-product, he also becomes possessed with

a drug habit. Furthermore, the habitual use of liquors
so weakens the system and so debases and destroys
the power of resistance that it is easy to fall in line
with the use of more powerful narcotics.

The liquor drinker is more liable to become a
drug user than is the drug user to become a drunkard.
The liquor users are in much greater majority than
the drug users. These two facts taken together estab-
lish the assertion that alcohol furnishes the graver
danger. There is a third fact, too, that must be taken
into consideration, and that is that many of the sa-
loons, especially those of the lower order, supply not
only the liquor but the drugs as well, and are, further-
more, connected with other disreputable traffic.

The danger resulting from the use of drugs has
been seen so readily that the federal and state gov-
ernments have greatly restricted the sale of narcotics.
There is now a great awakening regarding alcohol. It
would seem that with the present laws against the
sale and use of drugs, and a total prohibition of the
manufacture and sale of liquor, both evil habits might
be destroyed.

Every Day Religion
There still persists, in certain quarters, a disposi-

tion to separate life into departments. Thus, we hear
of a man’s social life, his political life, his business life
and his Christian life. As a matter of fact, life cannot
be thus catalogued and labeled. What a man is one
day of the week, that he must be during the remain-
ing six days. It is idle, it is false, to talk of a man
who, for instance, is a good church man and a bad
politician. Christian citizenship demands that a man
be all that he ought to be, every day in the year, and
under all circumstances. A man who manifests a de-
sire that corruption shall be overthrown, that the
liquor business be destroyed and that civic righteous-
ness prevail, must, if he would be consistent, vote that
way. He is a poor citizen who votes the straight
ticket, regardless of the men who are on that ticket,
and who lends his support to candidates who are likely
to do, when they get into office, exactly those things
which the voter is fighting, and of which he disap-
proves.

Drinking Too Fast
German scientists who recently visited the United

States declared that Americans drink too fast, and
should take more time in the consumption of their
potions. Dr. Albert Oliven, head of the Berlin Sani-
torium, declared that we should not try to do a mara-
thon with our beer, to see how much we can drink in
a given time, but that one should take his glass and
fool with it for half an hour.

Now, if there is virtue in cutting down the al-
lowance of beer, why is there not more virtue in
stopping the allowance altogether? And if one should
take a half hour in which to drink his glass, in order
to get the most benefit out of it, why not make one
glass do for three or four years? As a matter of fact,
the only proper way to drink beer is from an empty
glass.
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