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Regarding the Governorship
“Cognizant of the fact that without a

governor in harmony with a county op-
tion legislature our victory will be fruit-
less and the result already obtained be of
no effect, this convention calls the atten-
tion of its officials to the delicate situa-
tion with reference to the governorship
and the desire of the temperance voters
of the state to be informed by what means
they may best protect the local option
cause. We recommend that after care-
ful investigation the League take such
action as it may deem best for the in-
terests of the local option cause in this
matter.”

The above resolution was adopted at the state-
wide county option convention in Rockford on Thurs-
day, October 24, 1912. Every friend of the Anti-
Saloon League of Illinois realizes fully the unusual-
ness of the present political situation touching the
governorship.

The League’s Duty.

The Anti-Saloon League is the agency of the
temperance element of the state for the securing and
protection of temperance laws. Wherever temperance
legislation is concerned, it is the duty of the League to
act. A governor not only has the constitutional right
of veto with regard to laws proposed; but even more
important, exercises a tremendous influence upon the
passage of these measures through the house and the
senate. As recited in the resolution above, it would
avail little for the League to cover the state of Illinois
with a tremendous primary campaign, and after it, an
active election campaign, if the fruits of these labors
were to be lost through the election of a governor
whose influence might be used against the passage of
a county option law or other proposed temperance
measures. This being true, the League cannot ignore
a situation that imperils the results of eighteen months
of work, and prospects for perhaps four years more.
The Anti-Saloon League cannot run away from its re-

sponsibilities; it must face them and conscientiously
and vigorously lead the fight for the suppression of
the liquor traffic.

The League has been explicitly requested by its
constituency in Illinois to investigate the governorship
situation and act as it may seem necessary for the pro-
tection of local option interests.

Danger in Division of the Vote.

In this present campaign, both from the stand-
point of the legislature and from the standpoint of
governor, the danger lies in division of the vote on the
local option side, and in the concentration of the vote
on the liquor side. The Anti-Saloon League is quite
as much responsible to its constituency.—for reasons
already stated—in the matter of the selection of a gov-
ernor who may hold within his hands the destiny of
local option legislation, as in the matter of the selec-
tion of members of the house of representatives and the
senate. We do not believe that the League would be
true to its trust if, in the face of great danger to local
option legislation through gubernatorial influence, it
should remain silent. And we do not believe that the
League would be true to the responsibilities laid upon
it if it should permit defeat of county option through
a division of the local option vote of the state on can-
didates for governor when the defeat might have been
prevented by a recommendation of the League.

League Stands By Candidate With Favorable Record.

In legislative matters it is the settled policy of
the Anti-Saloon League to reward faithful service with
faithful support. In all of its campaigns the Anti-
Saloon League has adhered to the policy of giving
favorable recommendation to those candidates who
have served in the general assembly and have sup-
ported local option legislation, unless those candidates
have changed their attitude on the question. There is
no good reason why this principle should not be ex-
tended to the matter of the governorship, since the
governor, because of his veto power, and especially be-
cause of his influence, is perhaps the most vital factor
in matters of legislation.


