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wings and flew to the other place.
People moved to Attleboro to live,
and manufacturers preferred to do
their business in a dry town. North
Attleboro, which had while under the
no-license policy of the united town
kept well abreast of the sister village,
began to lag behind.

North Attleboro business men
quickly saw the mistake and began a
struggle to redeem their town. In
1891, they voted dry and again in
1892. It was wet for a year, then dry
for a year, then wet for two years and
then dry until 1901, when it again be-
came wet. The results were so dis-
appointing that the town changed to
dry and has been dry ever since.

The present comparative condition
of the two towns indicates what it
cost Attleboro to fool with the license
policy. Attleboro has a present popu-
lation, census of 1910, of 16,215. North
Attleboro has a census population of
9,563. Attleboro has an assessed val-
uation, 1910, of $16,068,935. North
Attleboro has an assessed valuation of
only $8,978,465.

North Attleboro is. now again on
the road to prosperity but the dead
hand of license palsied its growth for
a time.

While it must be conceded that the
long-continued policy of local pro-
hibition has been to the great advan-
tage of the two towns, the policy has
only checked and not cured the evil.

Both of the two towns are located
only about six or seven miles from
Pawtucket, a dirty, villainous license
city, located just across the state line
in Rhode Island. Trolley lines with
a five-cent fare connect Pawtucket
with the two Attleboros. Each even-
ing, and particularly Saturday even-
ing, every car carries a load of thirsty
ones from both Attleboros to fill the
saloons of the Rhode Island city.
These pilgrims come back more or
less soused and throng the no-license
jails. It compels the no-license towns to
employ extra policemen to take care
of the product of the license city. The
good people are compelled to listen to
the mockery of tipplers, who attri-
bute all of this overflow of license to
the effect of prohibition.

Another evil complication is the fact
that the state, while it has forbidden
the transportation of interstate liquors
into no-license communities, has also
provided for the licensing of express-
men to do this very thing under cer-
tain restrictions. Thus, in this place,
the Adams Express Company is li-
censed to bring in liquors, and the
agent tells me that the business is
quite heavy. Then there is a fellow
by the name of Edward E. Perry, and
another called Casey, who both run
“pony expresses,” which are licensed
and which do a land office business in
hauling liquors for the thirsty. Perry
is not so particular as to the kind of
business he does as is the Adams Ex-
press Company, and I presume that
Casey caters to precisely the same
line of trade.
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In response to inquiries as to how
to get a drink, I was advised by div-
ers knowing ones to go to Pawtucket
or to see “Perry” and give him a dol-
lar. I was told that Perry could be
located at Louis Cooper’s cigar store.
There I was advised to go across the
street to Shaw’s livery stable. There
I was urged to go to Perry’s house at

30 Bank street. I went there and
found Mr. Perry, who took the dol-
lar and was to deliver the whisky the
next day at Brigg’s hotel.

But the next day a policeman was
hovering about the hotel, and I went
skirmishing for my whisky. A lady
at the Bank street house said that
Perry was out but that I would surely
get my whisky. I didn’t and the next
time she told me that Sam might know
where it was.

I then took expert advice and was
told that the Perry Express was really
Bowman’s Express. At Shaw’s livery
I was advised to go to the garage on
County street, where I might find
Robbins, who was the “boss.” At
this garage I was advised to go to
the automobile shop in the rear of
D. A. Hart & Company’s manufactur-
ing establishment. The express mag-

nates were not there, and I was ad-
vised to go to the alley in the rear of
S. O. Bigney’s establishment. There,
Robbins, the “boss,” had just gone.
The experience gave me a good idea
or how the Pony Express delivered
whisky to a place where a policeman
stopped, so I charged up the dollar
and went without the corn juice.

Standing at the corner of Park and
Main streets, one is within a block of
eight drug stores, all of which pay the
federal special tax as “retail liquor
dealers” and some are licensed under
the state law to sell “medicine.”
While it appears that the “sickness”
of the town must be pretty serious,
judging from the number of these
stores, yet it does not seem that they
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