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Mayor Bennett Gives Facts About
Dry Rockford

(The following is the address in part of Hon. W. W. Bennett, mayor of Rockford, delivered at the state-wide county option convention
recently held in that city. It is brimful of facts dealing with conditions in this largest dry city in Illinois. How does the abolishment of the
saloon affect business? Does it decrease drunkenness? How about the blind pigs and drug stores? Are the people satisfied with results? All
these questions ably answered by Mayor Bennett with facts. Here’s ammunition to fire at the fellow who talks saloon regulation.—Editor.)

I am not going to ask you to take anything that I
might say to you for granted. I shall present to you
the evidence. This is the case of the
people against the United Societies.
The issue is, “Shall the people or the
United Societies rule?”
Licensed Saloon Policy Getting No

Support From Rockford Papers.
If the legalized American saloon

had a leg to stand on, there would be
in such a city as this a newspaper
that, for principle or profit, would
advocate that they be permitted to
do business in the city of Rockford.
Perhaps there are no men in a com-
munity who understand their city so
well as the newspaper men. They
have their fingers continually upon
the public pulse. They know us
better than we know ourselves. Their
daily business demands that they
learn what the prevailing opinion is,
that they record daily history; their
success depends upon their ability to
judge rightly of public affairs; and
may I ask you for just a few mo-
ments to consider with me what the
daily papers of this city have had to
say about Rockford, about affairs
here in which we are interested since
May 7, 1912?

(Here the speaker read from the daily press reports made on drug
store sales, the cashing of checks in the stmes instead of in the saloons,
the arrests made of men who became intoxicated in Belvidere, and rree-
port, the fact that Rockford had no representative to the liquor dealers
convention at Peoria, editorials on the blind pig, the arrests and con-
viction of violators of the local option law, and the comment that has

been made upon the necessity for more houses to take care of Rocktord s
rapidly growing population.)

Liquor Journal Misrepresents Facts.
Mida’s Criterion, one of the great liquor papers of

the country, published in Chicago, a short time ago

had the following:
An indication that the brewers hope to see a change in public opinion

in Rockford, Illinois, may be seen in their policy of refusing long leases
to tenants in other business than that of saloons.
The brewers own many desirable sites in this Illi-
nois city which voted out fifty-three saloons this
spring, but no lease will be given them longer than
till April, 1914, when another swing of the pendu-
lum is expected to throw Rockford into the wet
column.

Let us see for just a moment how
near this whisky organ comes to tell-
ing the truth.

You men who have come here
from a distance do not know it, but
this statement is made knowing that
Rockford men are here in the audi-
ence who can refute the statements
which I make here and now, if it is
not the truth. There was perhaps no
more favorable location than the sa-
loon in the first block in Stouh Main
street, kept by Tim Tracy. It is in a
situation that commands as high a

rental for the space occupied as al-
most any place in the city. That sa-
loon building is now occupied by the
Rockford Office Supply Company un-
der a nine-year lease, with the assur-
ance that come what may, a saloon
will never occupy it again. Hooley
& Mahoney’s place in South Main
street, also known as the Bismarck,
has just been taken by the Western
Union Telegraph Company on a five-

year lease, with what the manager calls a Pennsyl-
vania clause in the lease which gives them the oppor-
tunity to renew their lease at the end of the five years
before the chance is given to anyone else. The Office
formerly kept by Oscar Gleichman, in West State
street, in the very center of the down-town business
district, has been taken by Jackson Brothers, jew-
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