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elers, on a twenty-year lease, and rented at that, from
the Rockford Brewing Company.

Police Court Records Show Decreased Drunkenness—

One-Eighth, Only, of Drunks Get Liquor
in Rockford.

The article goes on to say:
Two years of dry regime is expected to have its usual effect in dis-

gusting the voters, as there is no diminution of drinking, and no license
money coming into the city treasury to relieve the burdens on the tax-
payers.

The police court records tell a different story.
From May 7, 1911, to October 1, 1911, while Rockford
was under the license period, there were 378 arrests
for intoxication, and under the present regime, from
May 7, 1912, to October 1, 1912, arrests were 271.
And 1 want to say to you, that a man now who may
get seasick crossing the State street bridge, or who
may have eaten a sour apple and is making a face over
it, gets arrested here. There is no excuse for drunk-
enness here. It is not under his nose for temptation,
and he who, through wilful intent, orders it from a
distance, or goes to Freeport, Beloit, Pecatonica or
Belvidere to celebrate, cannot expect to come back
to Rockford and be leniently treated. The police court
records further show that of total arrests, that the
men who have confessed to getting their liquor in
Belvidere, represent one-half of the number; Beloit,
Wisconsin, one - sixteenth ; Pecatonica, three - six-
teenths ; Freeport, one-sixteenth ; and other cities one-
sixteenth ; number getting their liquor from Rock-
ford drug stores, supply laid in when Rockford was
wet, and blind pigs, two-sixteenths.

Less Than One Sale Per Drug Store Per Day.

The following is a report of the drug store liquor
sales for the five months in 1909 when this city was
dry before, and the first five months in 1912. When
the city was dry before, we had what was known as
the registration law for the drug stores. It was one
way of making saloons out of some drug stores. Here
is the report made by the police department. For
the first five months in 1909, a total of 13,542 sales
were made by all the drug stores in the city of Rock-
ford under the registration law. With a prescription
ordinance which we now have on our books, the total
sales by the twenty-two drug stores of the city of
Rockford has been 2,207, or less than one sale per drug
store per day for the entire five months.

Taxes Higher in License Times.

And as for the license money which came into this
city’s treasury, I want to say to you that the people
of Rockford have reached that position where they no
longer rely upon this form of revenue. They realize
that if they do not have the $53,000 that was paid by
the fifty-three saloonkeepers here, that they have lost
just that much revenue for the time being, but their
sense of justice to their fellow men is not going to
permit them to have their taxes reduced, their children
educated, their streets paved, while some poor mother
stands at the wash tub because the father is helping
to pay that saloon tax while standing in front of the
bar. This matter of revenue and taxation has all got
to be worked out. It will take time. lam not going

to be so foolish as to stand here and tell you that be-
cause of the fact that Rockford has been dry her taxes
have been lower. Nevertheless, her taxes have been
lower under the dry regime. Our highest taxes have
been in wet times. I am going to tell this thing as it
is, because it is right to tell it, and because I have con-
fidence in the manhood of this community.

A city where the tax levy is less than $300,000
may, if it undertakes some great improvements like
the building of a high school or a ward school or two,
increase the appropriation of that year by $50,000 or
$150,000, or if it undertakes any other great public
improvement, it may at that time increase the taxes
to a very great degree, and if that time happens to be
during a wet regime, the taxes are consequently high,
and if no great improvement is undertaken during a.
dry time, the taxes are consequently lower. It will
take time to bring about a proper equalization. It
would take some years for the man living in Rock-
ford who has previously spent his money where he re-
ceived no value in return, to accumulate enough to
build a little home, to make his investments which can
here become taxable. When this time comes, with
more taxable value in this city, it means in conse-
quence reduced taxation.

Identifying the Blind Piggers.
The article goes on to say:

The illegitimacy and secrecy thrown around the drink habit, to-
gether with the espionage and other evils, make moral conditions in a
city like Rockford much worse than under open saloons under strict
regulation.

I want to ask you, Mr. Editor of the Mida’s Cri-
terion, who is it that is breaking the law in the city
of Rockford? It isn’t the dry people. It is such men as
Ed Malone, who within the last thirty days was con-
victed in police court for running a blind pig. Since
then the circuit court has taken him in hand, and he is
now serving time in the county jail. Tuesday of this
week he was indicted by the United States grand jury,
and Uncle Sam will now take his turn with him. And
who is Ed Malone? Convicted when Rockford was
dry before, and who, during the license period, ran a
bottling works in South Rockford. Tell me who is
breaking these laws. Tell me what we are coming to,
if in this government that boasts that the majority
shall rule, that if in the event that the temperance
people of this city have spoken in sufficient numbers
and have proclaimed that Rockford shall be dry, there
is a continuance of illegal work, as the editor of this
whisky paper chronicles.
Rockford Dry As a Result of Deliberate, Thoughtful

Act of the Voters.
The editor continues:

The taxpayers will then come to see that they have unwisely beenswayed by the appeals of fervid orators who have moved on to othercities and left the people of the city to face actual conditions, and it will
not be surprising to see an aroused electorate arise in their might and,casting off the yoke of paper prohibition return to the same policy of
open sale under strict regulation.

Let me tell you, my friends, that Rockford is dry
today as the deliberate, thoughtful conclusion of an
educated electorate. We did not import orators.
Sentiment was not appealed to. The present day
voter has seen Rockford wet, then Rockford dry, then
Rockford wet again. We don’t have to visit Kansas
City, Kansas, nor Topeka, nor Wichita. We do not

(Continued on page six.)
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