
The Story of the Battle
By the time this copy of the Issue reaches the con-

stituency of the Anti-Saloon League the smoke of bat-
tle will have cleared away. Our paper goes to press
this week before the votes are counted.

The present battle has covered a period of more
than eighteen months. At the close of the fight for
county option in the legislature of 1911, the League
force set about to put on an aggressive campaign look-
ing toward the assembly of 1913.

An Aggressive Campaign.

Realizing that a defensive campaign against the
organized liquor traffic could not avail much, and real-
izing as well that we have reached the dead level as
far as the present local option law is concerned, we
undertook the task of putting on an organized aggres-
sive campaign for county option over the state. The
task was not an easy one. It has been a terrific con-
test. The good friends of the cause over the state came
nobly to our help and we look back upon a primary
campaign at least four times as large as any that pre-
ceded it. The results of that primary campaign show
the effectiveness of our methods. WE WON THE
PRIMARY. We defeated the liquor endorsed candi-
date for governor and secured the nomination of Gov-
ernor Chas. S. Deneen. The liquor papers said if we
should succeed in doing so, it would be a feather in
the cap of the League. WE DID IT.

The Election Campaign.
The primary over, we started in immediately look-

ing towards the election with the odds in our favor.
The summer has been an unprecedented one politically.
Many of the county option friends became intensely
interested in the new political movement. The Anti-
Saloon League is a non-partisan movement and can-
not, as you well understand get behind any political
party. The Anti-Saloon League anxious to have un-
disturbed the great victory of the primary set about to
prevent if possible the putting into the field of a state
and legislative ticket. The reason for this was not any
opposition to the Progressive party or in any desire
to assist any party, but merely as can be seen on the
face of the situation by any reasonable man, to keep
from disturbing a victory already achieved in the pri-
mary looking towards county option. The ears of the
leaders including the proposed candidate for gov-
ernor were sought but became deaf to our earnest ap-
peals. They said that the Progressive movement is
more important to them than the local option cause.

. League Tried to Prevent Division.

The many friends of our cause within that move-
ment fought hard to save the critical districts from be-
ing disturbed. In some places the attempt to save the
situation was successful. In others they assisted the
cause by putting in local option candidates where they
were needed, but in some of the districts they brought
into the field candidates that have divided the dry
vote.

As to the lower house, we have probably held our
own. Some of the Progressives endorsed by the
League and some whom the League could not endorse

for fear of endangering the dry candidates already in
the field, will doubtless be elected. The new situation
promises more danger to the senate inasmuch as with-
out the plumping system there is little prospect for
the election of Progressive party senators. The pro-
jecting into the race of many dry candidates for sen-
ator has divided the dry vote and in some cases will
result in electing wet candidates who would otherwise
have been defeated. Only those of us who are inter-
ested first of all in county option can fully appreciate
the danger of thus bringing into the campaign this
division of the situation.

Campaign Treachery.
Ihe liquor people in every conceivable way put

forth efforts to divide the dry vote on the governor-
ship. One of the most subtle and malicious tricks of
the campaign was perpetrated by a personal friend of
Judge Dunne. A few "lukewarm” county optionists
and “red-hot” Progressives were induced to mutiny
against our cause, permitting their names to be signed
to a statement which on its face looked as if it were
a communication from the Anti-Saloon League. This
treachery followed an earnest effort on the part of
these same persons—many of whom have never lifted
a pound in the Anti-Saloon League’s fight hitherto—to
get the League not to make any endorsement at all.
We have done our best to head off this treachery which
has been perpetrated not only in the state fight, but in
some of the legislative districts as well on behalf of leg-
islative candidates.

We do not believe that any of our friends will be
turned aside from the League’s endorsements by such
efforts. We were compelled to make an endorsement
to save the local option cause.

League Requested to Act.

A number of religious organizations and temper-
ance gatherings over the state so requested us to do.
lo have been inactive would have meant success to
the elements that seek liquor domination and control.
After eighteen months of hard fighting for victory
there was only one thing left for us to do. We have
done that it is now up to the people to say whether
or not they will permit the liquor traffic to divide their
forces and take possession of the state of Illinois for
the next four years.

We have fought our fight and the field force has
made the best use possible of the money and time
intrusted to them during the fight. They have sac-
rificed home life and have emptied their energies into
the task. It is up to the people to say whether or not
we shall have county option. If by their vote the
people have said “yes” it will bring about one of the
grandest days the state of Illinois has ever experienced.
If misled by the treachery of the enemy the people have
divided their strength and thus have said “No” it will
mean turning back the progress of our commonwealth.
The few who have permitted themselves to be tools in
the hands of the liquor people and who without au-
thority or responsibility have presumed to speak in the
place of the Anti-Saloon League, will have to carry the


