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blame of defeat if defeat should come. What a tre-
mendous responsibilty!

What Next?

The Anti-Saloon League is not organized for any
one battle but for a series of battles terminating in the
complete destruction of the saloon. The liquor lead-
ers declare that as soon as one battle is over we are
in the light the next day for the succeeding one. They
call our movement “The perpetual motion lighting
machine.”

We expect to live up to this reputation. We there-
fore request our organization workers to lose no
time in getting ready for the legislative contest. The
day after election the League will be “on the job” get-
ting ready for the legislative session, where we expect
to get results. Keep up your organizations. It is
through these we have made the good tight.

Just here we wish to express our heartfelt appre-
ciation of the work you have done. In this we include
every person who has given a contribution or inter-
viewed a friend or put out an endorsement card. We
believe the loyalty exhibited will continue to the end of
this great war.

At this time we do not know what is the outcome

of this contest, but whether we have won or lost, the
people of this state must soon or late come to the clear
understanding that the real fight in this state is be
tween the liquor forces on one side, and the reputable
people of the state on the other, and that this fight
must be fought through until it is settled, and settled
right.

Mayor Bennett Uives Facts
About Rockford

(Continued from page four.)

have to ask them to send their speakers to us to state

their experiences—wr e know. Rockford obtained her
first great start toward being a dry town when the bar
of Winnebago county, almost without exception, took
the stage at the Grand opera house on a Sunday after-
noon for a mass meeting just a few days before elec-
tion. With but one or two exceptions, there isn’t at
the entire bar of Winnebago county, consisting of
almost sixty members, a single attorney who will de-
fend a blind pigger or a saloonkeeper. Not only have
the lawyers held their meetings, but the physicians of
this county, almost without exception, too, have ap-
peared and conducted their mass meetings, in which
they set forth the virtues of temperance and depicted
the diseases and sufferings that are a result of intem-
perance. Not only the lawyers and the doctors, but
the merchants have learned that a man cannot spend
his money in the saloon and then have the same money
to spend for shoes, in the grocery stores or in the meat
stores.
Almost a Million Dollar Increase in Bank Deposits.

Our merchants have learned that in dry Rockford
collections are better. Our bankers have learned that
their deposits are greater. Listen to this report on all
Rockford banks. Total deposits on October 16, 1911,

during the wet period, were $8,912,583.24. Os this
amount, savings were $4,468,288.74. On the 16th of
this present month, total deposits in all Rockford
banks were $9,909,788.55. Total savings were $4,744,-
703.15. Total deposit increase on October 16, 1912,
over October 16, 1911, $997,205.31, of which total sav-
ings increase was $276,414.40. You may say to me
that it is not because Rockford is dry that it shows
this great increase in savings and total deposits. For
the sake of the argument, you may have your way
about it, and I will use it as a negative argument and
say to you that because the town is dry, business has
not left us, that our savings and total deposits are not
less than they were a year ago.

Rockford Saloons Did Not Abolish Blind Pigs.

And, Mr. Editor of the Mida’s Criterion, I hold
here the best evidence that I know of to disprove that
a licensed saloon is the way to control your nefarious
business.

(Here the speaker displayed an even dozen United States government
licenses issued to as many different individuals, who were running blind
pigs during the period that Rockford was wet.)

Don’t take my word for it. Ask Chief Bargren
how many government licenses there are in the city of
Rockford today. He will tell you that each one of the
drug stores—twenty-two in number, has one, that
the distillery has one, and the brewing company has the
other. There is not in the city of Rockford today a
known blind pig, and further, with the saloon out and
the men in power who believe in a temperance city,
has also gone the last vestige of what little red light
district that at one time was sustained here. Further
than that, Rockford has no Sunday theater, no Sunday
billiard halls, no Sunday moving picture shows. The
natural conclusion is that when you put temperance
men in power, who mean business, that you get a lot
of the other good things of life along with it. Luke-
warm public officers generally have lukewarm con-
stituents. Back of dry Rockford is an efficient, manly
police force, with an able, conscientious chief at their
head. Back of them are Charles Malm,. C. H. C. Bur-
lingame and Fred C. Carpenter, dry men who consti-
tute the board of police and fire commissioners. And
back of them an efficient, fighting, fearless state’s at-
torney.

I have been told that it would be better for me to
keep quiet. I want to say to you that this is no time
or place to keep quiet. It would make no difference
whether I am mayor or not, but it does make a
ence whether Rockford is dry. The trouble with us all
is that you get so busy with your business, and I be-
come so busy with my business, that the business of
running this government of ours is too often let out to
the professional politician.

Have Stamped Out the Disease of Intemperance Like
We Stamped Out Typhoid Fever.

Everything does not go as smoothly in this city
as we would like to have it—not by any means. One
of the greatest troubles we ever had came to us late
last winter and early spring, in consequence of a great
furniture factory fire here which approached well nigh
onto a conflagration, wffien all the engines of the city
and the great engine at the waterworks were tested to
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