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the limit in fighting the fire. Our supply of water be-
came so low in the reservoir that we, in replenishing
the same, distributed through the city mains the dread
germ of typhoid fever, and in consequence a typhoid
fever epidemic raged in this city, claiming in all thirty-
three victims.

If you will ask Coroner McAllister what the rec-
ord is during his term of office of three years, he will
tell you that out of the 148 autopsies held by him, that
seventy-three of the deaths that have occurred have
been directly attributed to alcohol.

While the typhoid fever epidemic raged, our news-
papers chronicled every line of information that could
be obtained about it in warnings to the public; the
health department of the city worked both day and
night, supplemented by the state health board; we
employed perhaps the greatest known expert, or as he
might be called, detective, in ferreting out the source

of the typhoid fever bacillus, and finally science tri-
umphed. In its turn an awakened, educated public
conscience has, so far as this city is concerned, stamp-
ed out the disease of intemperance, and we now ask
you men in convention assembled, to go back to your
homes as missionaries for the cause the Anti-Saloon
League stands for, the great issue of the day, and help
elect those men selected and endorsed by the Anti-
Saloon League from all parties, who will stand for and
work for, and finally vote for a county option law.
When we have a county option law, Pecatonica, which
is now a sore spot in our fair county, will be dry, and
Rockford, with the great farming vote of this county,
will remain permanently dry. Boone county will help
to make little Belvidere dry, and the citizens of the
county seat of Boone county can clean house.

To you members of this convention and friends of
temperance, I respectfully commend the reading of the
last verse of the second chapter of James.

State-Wide County Option Convention
a Great Success

The state-wide county option convention held in
Rockford, October 23 and 24, fully measured up
to expectations in the manifest earnestness and enthu-
siasm of delegates, and in constructive work accom-
plished for furthering the cause of county option.
There were not as many delegates in attendance as had
been expected, but the word came from them from all
parts of the state that they were remaining at home
“on the job” of helping conduct the local campaigns for
a county option legislature.

The speakers advertised to address the convention
were all present and fulfilled their part of the program.
National Superintendent Baker and Hon. Seaborn
Wright, in their addresses both emphasized the fact
that the cities of our country are becoming more and
more a menace to good government because of saloon
domination which always means an organized vicious
vote; that the country voter must cease neglecting his
duty on election day, if the unified saloon vote of the
cities is ever to be successfully combatted.

Other inspiring addresses were given by John S.
Rutledge, of Ohio, Hon. Geo. H. Wilson, of Quincy,
Mayor Bennett, of Rockford, and others. Elsewhere in
this paper will be found Mayor Bennett’s message
which is of special interest to Illinois local optionists
because it deals with the liquor situation as it is han-
dled in the largest dry city in Illinois, dry under the
township local option law.

The conferences were well attended. The discus-
sion of the political situation and the suggestions for
plans of campaign offered by the delegates were enter-
ed into heartily and reflected the tremendous sentiment
which exists throughout the state in favor of county
option.

The following resolutions were adopted by the
convention:

Be it resolved by the Anti-Saloon League of the state
of Illinois in convention assembled:

“That we reaffirm our adherence to the principles of the
elimination of the liquor traffic as a fundamental issue in the
campaign in this state.

We felicitate the voters of the state of Illinois upon the
adoption and effectiveness of the township option law and
point with pride to the vast dry area created thereby.

We recognize that all possible progress has been made
under the township local option law and that the increase of
the dry area is possible only through the enactment of
county option.

With county option in view, we rejoice over the phe-
nomenal success for our cause at the primaries in April, 1912,
through the nomination of candidates for representatives and
senators, more than enough of whom are for county option.

And this convention extends heartfelt gratitude and fel-
icitation to the local option workers throughout the state
whose untiring work and unison of action made this success
possible.

And this convention is firmly of the belief that a repe-
tition of the united action, organization work and self-
sacrifice to the common good on the part of the temperance
hosts of the state will culminate in a complete victory at the
polls on November 5, and the election of a county option
legislature.

Rejoice in Victories Achieved.
This convention points with pride to the efficient machin-

ery created and the splendid results obtained through the ef-
forts of the officials of the League, and wishes to extend its
sincere thanks to each and every member of the staff, and
especially extends to the retiring superintendent. Mr. Ernest
A. Scrogin.

Viewing the glorious victories obtained at the primaries
and considering the tremendous warfare of the next ten
days, with the sole thought of ultimate success of county op-
tion, be it hereby further

Resolved, That the recommendations of this organization
be unreservedly commended and endorsed by the conven-
tion and that such recommendations be carefully considered
and rigidly carried out.

Cognizant of the fact that without a governor in harmony
with a county option legislature our victory would be fruit-
less and the results already obtained be of no effect, this
convention calls the attention of its officials to the delicate

(Continued on page ten.)
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