
A Square Deal
In the midst of our fight and the intense feeling

of a great political campaign, we should strive to re-
tain our self-possession and be fair and truthful. It is
unavoidable in great battles like the one just fought
that unpleasant situations will sometimes arise. It is
unfortunate and always a cause for regret with the
officers of the League that its friends will not stand by
the League. In the battle just fought it was hard, and
sometimes required strong purpose, to oppose the
wishes of any of our best friends with respect to the
League’s actions in regard to candidates. We regret
that there has been feeling, but we do not regret the
action that has been taken.

“We Are Not Bound To Win, But We Are Bound To
Be True. We Are Not Bound To Succeed,

But We are Bound To Live Up To
the Light That We Have.”

—Lincoln.

In connection with the conference between the
leaders of the Progressive party and the Anti-Saloon
League on Monday, October 28, an article appears in
a Rockford paper reflecting in a most unfair and un-
truthful way upon the League. The facts should be
known. The article reads in part:

Insulted by the small coterie of high-
salaried men in actual domination of the
Anti-S?!oon League of Illinois, scofifed
at and practically told to get out, a dele-
gation of nearly a score of ministers and
professional men, among whom was E.
D. Reynolds, of Rockford, have signed a
letter to the dry voters of the state, de-
claring their belief that Senator Funk,
Bull Moose candidate for governor, would
be fair to local option legislation and is
worthy of support.

According to E. D. Reynolds, the dele-
gation was hardly prepared for the chilly
reception it received.

“We were practically insulted and
driven from the door,” said Mr. Rey-
nolds, “and yet in that delegation were
such men as Prof. John Adams Scott,
Rev. Mr. McElveen and a score of min-
isters, all men friendly to the real purpose
for which the League was designed.
When we saw that the League was un-
fair to us, we held a meeting, deciding to
issue a letter to dry voters ourselves, de-
claring our belief that Senator Funk
would be fair to local option legislation.”

If the newspaper correctly quotes Mr. Reynolds,
this is a most unfair and false reflection on the Anti-
Saloon League. Rev. M. P. Boynton, as member of
the headquarters committee of the Anti-Saloon League,
who was present through the three hour and a half
hearing that was given to the Progressive leaders on
that occasion, is competent to speak with authority as
to what was said and done on the occasion referred
to. This reply of Dr. Boynton’s to the attack upon
the League is complete and gives food for thought

along general lines of the League’s philosophy and
work:

Dr. Boynton Replies to Charge Made Against League.

. Chicago, Nov. 4, 1912.
Editor, Rockford Republic,

Rockford, 111.
Dear Sir:

My attention is called to an article in your issue of Satur-
day evening, November 2, purporting to be a report of the
meeting held by a delegation of Bull Moosers at the head-
quarters of the Illinois Anti-Saloon League, in Chicago, on
Monday, October 28. As I am not one of the number of
“high-salaried” officers to whom reference is made, but was
present at the conference, I desire to acquaint your readers
with the bare facts of this episode. I do so the more readily
because I myself am a Bull Mooser.

1. The hearing granted the delegation was most respect-
ful, patient and good natured. Three and one-half hours of
time were freely devoted.

2. In the conference there were two pastors, possibly
one other minister not in the pastorate. The balance of the
thirteen or fourteen men was made up of business men and
lawyers, and one professor.

3. No one was listened to with greater respect and
attention than your fellow citizen, Mr. Reynolds. If you
quote this gentleman correctly his words amount to a delib-
erate falsehood.

4- It has been the policy of the Anti-Saloon League
from the first hour of its inception to issue recommendations
concerning every candidate for political office whose functions
bring him into vital relation with our temperance issues. To
claim that the League is now making a departure in recom-
mending a gubernatorial candidate is to exhibit dark ignor-
ance of the history of the League and its actual working, or
to make a deliberate attempt to deceive the uninformed
among the temperance people of the state. No well informed
friend of the League will be at all disturbed by this charge.

5. In the matter of the League’s endorsement during
the primary of last April, and in this present election, a care-
ful state-wide poll among the supervisors of the League was
taken. In this inquiry the effort was made to, not only
ascertain the personal opinion of the correspondent, but also
a statement by each correspondent of the general feeling of
his community. The result of this poll both last April and at
the present time was overwhelmingly in favor of Governor
Deneen. The result of the primary, as all know, amply justi-
fied the prophecy of this poll.

6. The charge that a mere coterie is directing the
affairs of the League is easily made and is always on hand
for the use of critics of an organization such as ours. By
reference to any issue of the League’s paper, The Illinois
Issue, under the masthead of the paper willbe found the en-
tire list of the elected representatives of the religious and
reform organizations who make up the Anti-Saloon League
in Illinois. These delegations are elected by their constit-
uencies with no inspiration or pressure outside of the par-
ticular body. No man knows who will be sitting as a director
of the League until these many religious and reform organiza-
tions have acted entirely upon their own volition. There-
fore, this organization is in real sense a league for executive
efficiency. A headquarters committee of seven is elected by
this larger body, and to the headquarters committee is intrust-
ed the affairs of the League between the regular meetings of
the larger body, to whom full, detailed report is always made.
The superintendents and field force of the League carry
forward policies adopted by the full board of directors. In
the light of these facts, while the above charge can easily be
made it cannot be so easily proved.

7. The letter issued by the aforesaid delegation has
some names signed to it of gentlemen who were not present
in the meeting, and claims to have been written by members
of the Illinois League. If these gentlemen are members of
the League they are so by reason of their interest in and
contributions to our work. No one of them is officially iden-


