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Lessons From the Battle
The campaign closing with the recent election has

been the most strenuous that the Anti-Saloon League
of Illinois has waged in her fourteen years’ history.
It ranges over a period of nearly twenty months. The
leaders of the forces on both sides are now preparing
for the next struggle by strengthening the weak places.
Some weaknesses are revealed in our army of which
we were not aware. When the battle is waging, the
League is too busy to stop fighting to defend each act,
and to explain each step taken, to some disgruntled
friend of our cause who thinks we are not conforming
to the principles of the organization. The difficulty
usually is that this friend has a superficial knowledge
of these principles, and when he sees that the candi-
date of his favored party cannot receive the League’s
support, he finds fault. At a time like that, such
friends of the cause are hardly in the right frame of
mind to consider the fundamentals of the League.

So now, when the battle is over, it is a good time
to get at these important principles. Can we not for
future battles strengthen our ranks so that we may be
strong against the enemy? Probably first in im-
portance in the League’s plan is the fact that the

Anti-Saloon League Is Omni-Partisan.

For this one time more let us understand that the
Anti-Saloon League is NOT a partisan organization.
The fact that it sometimes supports a man in the
Democratic party does not make it a Democratic or-
ganization, nor does the fact that it sometimes sup-
ports a man in the Republican party, or in any other
party, make it an organization of such party. In most
contests, we support some man in all parties. Condi-
tions being equal, we support a man in one just as
readily as in another. The League has always been
criticized by some partisans for not endorsing the
candidate of their party and supporting the party as
such.

“The League is not a party. Neither
is it an assault upon a party, nor an at-
tempt to protect a party. It is broader
than a party, without a party’s limita-
tions.

“If tied to a party, the Anti-Saloon
League movement could make no prog-

ress until that party by election of its
candidates obtained control of govern-
mental affairs. A party once victorious
must face every administrative question
growing out of increasingly complex gov-
ernmental activity, and run the risk of
dividing its anti-saloon constituency up-
on any or all of them.” (Anti-Saloon
League “Blue Book.”)

The League Stands for Principle, Not Party.
The League’s endorsements are not based on

party qualifications at all, but on the individual can-
didate’s alignment on the principles for which the
League stands. If at a particular election the League
should endorse all the candidates of one party, it would
be the endorsement of each individual candidate be-
cause his election, judged by the League’s standard,
would be to the advantage of temperance legislation
and of temperance administration.

The Test of a Good Anti-Saloon League Man.

While the plan of the League leaves every man
free to decide where he will work against the saloon
and does not ask any man to abandon his party per-
manently, the League holds that the hope of the cause
depends upon the willingness of the voters to vote for
a candidate who stands against the saloon in prefer-
ence to a candidate controlled by it. When the tem-
perance issue is involved, the League asks the voter
first of all to be an American citizen against the sa-
loon—after that a Democrat, Republican, Progressive,
Prohibitionist or Socialist.

Who the Anti-Saloon League Supports.

A few of our friends in this struggle got the
erroneous idea that the Anti-Saloon League has noth-
ing to do with the election of any except candidates
for the senate and the house. The governor, with his
power of veto, his influence both in the house and in
the senate, is an important factor in legislation. There
is scarcely a state in the union where the Anti-Saloon
League has not taken part in the gubernatorial con-
tests. The temperance sentiment in this state is mak-
ing progress, and the voters must recognize the fact


