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first a fool, then a demon. Lunacy is
largely the result of saloonacy! No
wonder that some of the brightest young
men, under this temptation, mourn and
lament as year by year they see their
powers of thought depart, their judg-
ment become clouded, their memory en-
feebled and they left to go with the cry:

“Me miserable;
Which way I fly is hell,
Myself am hell.”

Shakespeare put these words on the
tongue of Iago: “O thou invisible spirit
of wine—let me call thee devil. O God,
that men should put in their mouths an
enemy to steal away their brains, that
we should, with joy, revel and transform
ourselves into beasts.”

Third indictment: Domestically, liquor
is the most terrible enemy of the peace
and purity of the home—home, the very
center of all human society, and which
should always be a place of uninterrupt-
ed confidence and delight, a hallowed re-
treat of souls. But the drink of death
erases conjugal affection, destroys pa-
rental love, overthrows filial obedience.

Fourth indictment: Ethically, liquor
is the most powerful ally of crime. The
history of crime is largely the history of
the saloon; and the proof of this asser-
tion is found in the records of our
courts, our jails and our penitentiaries.

Fifth indictment: Governmentally,
the liquor traffic corrupts and debauch-
es our government, defying national
law and defeating popular will. Tell
me whether w'e have, in all this land
of ours, any institution so inimical as
this to freedom of conscience, liberty
of speech, sanctity of law; so defiant
an element in nihilism, communism
and anarchism?

Sixth indictment: Religiously, the
liquor traffic is avowedly and universally
the bitter and determined foe of the
Christian church and its divine aims.
The one strives for our degradation
and death, the other for our ameliora-
tion and salvation.

What man, with soul and brain, can
be indifferent to this mighty foe of
body, of mind, of spirit, of family, of
government, of church? God give us
each some appreciation of the un-
measured and immeasurable evils of this
traffic of death, and grant us the heroic
equipment and undaunted spirit for its
destruction.—T., in Baptist Standard.

Weakness of Great Men
It is not the rough and uneducated

only that the drink demon claims for
his victims. From pole to pole of
human life he holds his ruthless sway.
There is no depth of mortal wicked-
ness he does not plumb, no height of
intellect he does not scale. From the
maudlin creature in Whitechapel, to
men of world-wide fame, whose gen-
ius has shone star-like in the heavens
of lofty thought, no rank or class es-

cape him. What names on history’s
dead-roll are stained by the vice of
drunkenness! Amongst the older po-
ets, Parnell, Cowley, and Prior were
slaves of the cup.

Addison’s powerful brain reeled
under the influence of strong drink.
Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, was mas-
tered by it. Theodore Hook was
wrecked and ruined by his criminal
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